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Calling All Scouts

We are pleased to offer you the opportunity to earn the God and Country Award!

The God and Country Program is the religious emblem program offered to Protestant male and female scouts to encourage their spiritual growth and to help them fulfill their promise of service and duty to God.  The program is sponsored by P.R.A.Y. ~ Programs of Religious Activities with Youth, and is being offered under the direction of Dr. Rod Kalajainen, Pastor of Redeemer and taught by volunteers and staff.  God and Country curriculum is Bible-based with workbook lessons completed in class and at home.  There are also activities and projects for the child and parent to work on together and share with other family members.  The program is not intended to replace a Sunday School program, but to offer parents and children a one-on-one experience to enrich their relationship and grow in their faith.  You do not have to be a member of Redeemer or of a Methodist church to participate.   

Three specific God and Country programs will be offered:





God and Me:  for grades 1-3


God and Family:  for grades 4-5


God and Church:  for grades 6-8

Please note:  it is not necessary to have completed the previous level in order to participate in God and Family or God and Church.  The levels are independent; students should sign up for their current grade.  The programs will be conducted in weekly class sessions and a parent or guardian is required to actively participate with his/her child in every session.  The dates and times of the sessions, the cost of materials, and information about the specific God and Country level for which your child would be eligible, are on the other side of this flyer.  Please review the information carefully to make sure that you and your child can meet the expectations and level of commitment before signing up.

To participate:
Step 1:  Beginning Wednesday, December 6, you can sign up in the main lobby of Redeemer Church, or call Sue Campbell, Dir. of Children’s Ministry at Redeemer, to sign up by phone.  Spaces are on a first-come, first-serve basis and will be limited to ensure an appropriate leader-to-student and parent ratio.

Step 2:  For those who have signed up, an informational meeting will be held on:  Tuesday, January 9, 
7:00 – 8:00 pm at Redeemer.  Only parents need to attend this meeting.  You will be completing registration forms and paying at this time; you’ll receive your workbooks at the first class session. 
Questions?   Contact Sue Campbell:  669-3430, ext. 112, or by e-mail:  sue@dewittredeemer.org. Additional information about P.R.A.Y. is available at their website:  www.praypub.org
 “Connecting people with the love and life of Jesus Christ”
GOD AND FAMILY (Grades 4-5)

Objectives:

   The God and Family Program is the second program in the God and Country Series.  It’s based on pizza! ~ comparing the steps used when making a pizza to God’s plan for strengthening families.  The program gives students a “hands-on” model on which to build their understanding of God’s love for them and their families.  Please note:  it is not necessary to have completed the first level (i.e. God and Me) in order to participate in this second level.     

Curriculum:

   There are 7 weekly class sessions ~ both the parent and child are required to attend all 7 of them.  Sessions will be held from 7:00 – 8:00 pm.  Since we know families have busy schedules, we are offering sessions on both Sunday and Tuesday evenings.  Typically, families attend the same evening each week, however you may choose each week whichever night will work best.  The content will be the same at both.

Session 1:  Sunday, Jan. 21/Tuesday, Jan. 23 (Introduction – receive materials)

Session 2:  Sunday, Jan. 28/Tuesday, Jan. 30 (“Crust/Foundation – We Are God’s Family”)

Session 3:  Sunday, Feb. 4/Tuesday, Feb. 6 (“Sauce – Family Heritage, Spiritual Heritage”)

Session 4:  Sun. Feb. 11/Tuesday, Feb. 13 (“Toppings – Our Talents and Gifts Strengthen Our Families”)


(No session on Sunday, Feb. 18/Tuesday, Feb. 20 due to DeWitt Schools’ midwinter break)

Session 5:  Sun. Feb. 25/Tues. Feb. 27 (“Cheese – In God’s Family, We’re Loved No Matter What!  Because We’re Loved, We Follow Rules”)

Session 6: Sun. March 4/Tues. March 6 (“Bake – Being in God’s Family Helps Us When Things Are Tough”)

Session 7:  Sun. March 11/Tues. March 13 (“Eat, Share, Enjoy! – In God’s Family, We Share as a Response to God’s Love”)

Materials you must have:

· A student workbook and an adult mentor workbook.  We will order them for you after the informational meeting.

· A Bible

· Materials for the individual projects (many of which are readily available at home)

Cost:  $10.00  (includes:  cost of both workbooks, postage, and various program supplies.)

Roles and Responsibilities:

   Student:  To participate in class and to complete workbook lessons and projects at home (approximately 3-4 total hours each week).   


     Adult mentor/parent:  To participate in class, to complete their own workbook lessons, and to work with their child on his/her lessons and projects.  We require parents/guardians to participate with their children because together you can learn, share and grow in your faith, helping your family lay a solid foundation for a lifetime of Christian living.  

     Counselor:  To teach the weekly lessons and work with the children and mentors to complete the requirements of the program.

Recognition:

     After successfully completing the workbooks, projects and attending the 7 sessions, you will be given an application/order form.  This will register you and your child as God and Country award recipients, and you may order desired recognition emblems at that time.  There are pins and patches available for both you and your child at various costs ($3-8.50).  We will submit the forms for you.

     Redeemer will hold a recognition ceremony for all God and Country participants during our 11:00 am morning worship service on Sunday, April 15.  Please note that if you wish to be recognized in your own church, we can provide the P.R.A.Y. suggested ceremony content to your pastor.    






