 Pascagoula Youth Basketball Program – Rules 2009
1. Administration: The Pascagoula Parks & Recreation Department (PPRD) will serve as the program administrator for the Youth Basketball Program.
2. Mission:  The mission of this program is to teach and promote good sportsmanship in the sport of basketball for boys and girls, regardless of race, creed or national origin, six to thirteen years of age. The program seeks to develop well rounded young men and women who learn the fundamentals of basketball, in an atmosphere conducive to developing sound mind, body and character.  Further, the program strives to make the game “fun” for all boys and girls.
3. Eligibility:

a. Player’s age is determined as of September 1st of each season.
b. The program will have four divisions:
i. Co-ed:  Ages 6,7 &8 yrs.  7 ½ ft. goal.  Foul line regulation.
ii. Juniors: Ages 9&10 yrs.   10 foot goal.  Foul line regulation
iii. Seniors: Ages 11-14 yrs.   10 foot goal.  Foul line regulation.
c. All players must be residents of Pascagoula or attend school within the Pascagoula City limits.  Girls must play with girls and boys with boys.  The only exception to this is made for the co-ed league.
d. All players must attend registration with a parent or guardian at the 12th Street Center or designated registration site.  Players must present proof of age and insurance at the time of registration.
e. The pee wee basketball registration fee is $65.00 per player and includes full uniform.  No discounts are allowed.
f. All players shall play with the team he/she is drafted by.  If they do not wish to play for that team, they must sit out the season.  ALL players must participate in the draft if they have never played before or if they do not wish to play on the same team and are not too old.  
g. A player may be a member of a middle school team if he/she meets the age requirements.  
h. If a player moves out of the city limits or changes schools they will remain eligible to play as long as they do not miss any one season during the transition.
i. Each player must register with the Parks & Recreation Dept. All players will present a birth certificate and proof of insurance in order to register.  Any violation of the age limits will constitute a forfeiture of games.  Any coach who knowingly plays an ineligible player will be banned from the league.
j. Once the season begins no players will be added to a roster.  Exceptions can be made for children who move into the area or are transfer students.
4. Rules:
a. National High School Federation Rules will be in effect unless otherwise stated.
b. 6 minute quarters shall be played for all division games except co-ed.  Co-ed quarters shall be 5 minutes.  Overtime periods are for two (2) minutes.   
c. The clock will only stop for shooting fouls and timeouts if a team is 25 or more points ahead.
d. Five (5) time outs per game.  An extra time out per overtime period will be added.
e. Full court press will be allowed only during the last Three (3) minutes of the s fourth quarter in the senior division games, the last Two (2) minutes of junior division games and the last minute of midget games.  No full court press at any time for the co-ed division.  On the ½ court press for midget and junior division, defenders must stay behind the time line until the ball crosses the half court line.  Full court press will not be allowed by either team, in any division, if one team is 20 points or more ahead with two (2) minutes remaining in the game.
f. Free throwers must stand behind their respective lines.  A line violation will only occur if one or both feet completely cross the line prior to the ball hitting the goal.
g. If a player/coach is ejected from a game, the coach must leave the playing facility, and the player must sit on the bench on the sidelines. Any player/coach that is ejected will be suspended for the next game. A second ejection during the season may result in expulsion from the league.
h. Any coach, player, parent or fan, whose personal attitude or unsportsmanlike conduct is considered detrimental to the best interest of the program may be dismissed from further participation in the program, as a fan or otherwise.  Such dismissal shall be made by the Parks & Recreation Department.
i. Fans are NOT allowed to use artificial noise makers during the game.  They are encouraged to cheer for their teams.  Those using artificial noisemakers (whistles, cowbells, radios, stomping on bleachers, etc.) will only be warned once.  Unruly fans can be ejected from the gym and the referee has the option of charging the fan’s team with a technical foul.
j. During all tournament and regular season games, each player must play the first three minutes of two of the quarters in the game.  If a team has more than 10 players the eleventh, twelfth, etc. player must enter the game during two different quarters but do not have to play a full three minutes.  If one or both teams have 9 or less players at game time, the three-minute rule would only apply to the lowest number of players for both teams.  (Example: Team A has 11 players and Team B has 8 players.  Both teams would have to play 8 players by the three minute rule, the remaining players would have to play in 2 quarters with no minimum amount of time per quarter.)  Coaches should check with the score keeper at half-time to make sure each player will get at least the minimum amount of playing time.  If a player arrives at the game after the start of the third quarter he will NOT be allowed to play.  Failure to comply with this rule can result in a forfeit.
k. Practice will start in December. Practice schedules will be made by the PPRD.
l. Games will start the beginning of January.  
m. All games in which an illegal player participates will be forfeited, and the head coach will be suspended or banned from the program after review of the PPRD.
n. The game schedule will be determined by the PPRD no later than Jan. 1st.
o. Protected children in the draft:  The Head coaches son is the only protected player. This child will be places as his last pick. ( no cousins, nieces or nephews are considered the coaches child.) 
5. Uniforms:

a. A player must wear and use all uniforms furnished or approved by the league during all games.  Players must provide their own shoes and socks
b. Basketball or tennis shoes must be worn.
c. Socks must be white or uniform in color.
d. Each head coach is responsible for the equipment issued to him/her.  All equipment must be turned in to the PPRD at the end of the season.  
6. Coaches:
a. Head coaches must be at least 21 years of age and completed a satisfactory background check.  Asst. coaches must be at least 18 years of age and completed a satisfactory background check.  
b. The head coach is responsible for the conduct of players and other coaches on his team, as well as the team parents and fans.
c. Coaches are expected to show good sportsmanship by not running up scores and by giving all their non-starters as much playing time as possible.  ONLY players, coaches, and team manager should be on the bench during the game.  Each of these people must have a background check, etc. on file with the PPRD.  
d. Coaches must display good sportsmanship at all times and sign the coaches “code of conduct” kept on file at the PPRD.
e. ONLY the head coach may question the referee, and this must be done in a sportsmanlike manner.
f. All coaches must be NYSCA certified.  All coaches must attend the annual coaches NYSCA clinic or have current certification.
g. Only two(2) coaches allowed per team. Parents are allowed to help in a coaches absents. Only two coaches will be allowed on the bench for each team during games. No parents are allowed on the bench during games they are to sit in the bleachers. This also goes for other players for other teams This is the coaches responsibility to assure that your bench only has your team and coaches around it. This is going to be enforced by the PPRD and the officials. If you have problems with people not leaving your bench when told please let the PPRD representative or the officials know and we will have them removed. 

Pascagoula Parks & Recreation Dept.

Coaches Code of Conduct:

All coaches will abide by the code of conduct which includes the provision with follow.  If any of these rules are broken the Pascagoula Parks & Recreation Dept. (PPRD) shall have the authority to discipline as necessary.

As a youth sports coach I will abide by the following code of conduct:  I will

1. NOT use tobacco products, alcohol or illegal drugs on the practice or playing fields or in the presence of team members.  
2. Will not criticize players in front of spectators, but reserve constructive criticism for later in private or in the presence of team/squad members if others might benefit.

3. Accept decisions of the game officials on the field as being fair and called the best ability of said officials.

4. Not criticize an opposing team, its players, coaches, or fans by word of mouth or gesture.

5. Emphasize that good athletes strive to be good students and that both are physically and mentally alert.

6. Strive to make every basketball activity serve as a training ground for life, and a basis for good mental and physical health.

7. Emphasize that winning a game is the result of good “teamwork”.

8. Be jointly responsible, together with program officials, for the conduct and control of team fans and spectators.  Any fan who becomes a nuisance and out of control will be asked to leave.  Coaches should have a parent’s meeting before the first practice to discuss these things.

9. Not use abusive or profane language at any time.

10. Not “pile it on” or run the score up.  If the team gains a substantial lead the coach should make every effort to let all players play. (30 points is substantial).
11. Not receive any payment, in cash or kind, for services as a coach.

12. Not permit an ineligible player to participate in a game.

13. Not deliberately incite unsportsmanlike conduct.

14. Remove from a game or practice any player when in doubt of his/her health, whether or not as a result of injury until competent medical advice is available.

15. Uphold all rules and regulations regarding Pascagoula Youth Basketball.
16. Ensure that player safety and sportsmanship are practiced at all times.  

17. Have fun with the program and remember that this is Youth Basketball.  Winning and losing are all a part of the game.

I have read and understand that if I violate any part of the coach’s code of conduct then I will be disciplined by the PPRD as necessary.  This could result in suspension from a game or the league in its entirety.

_________________________   __________________________
_______________

Coach’s Name (Print)

Coach’s Signature


Date

