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CONSTITUTION

  

Article I.  Name:


This is a nonprofit, baseball corporation and shall be known as the Princeton-Cranbury Babe Ruth League (PCBRL).
Article II.  Objective:


The purpose for which this league is organized is to develop and to operate a baseball program in affiliation with Babe Ruth League, Inc., a New Jersey corporation, in conformity with and pursuant to the principals, rules, and regulations enunciated by said Babe Ruth League, Inc.  In conjunctions with such purposes, the objective of this league is that through the medium of a supervised, competitive baseball program guided and governed by said Babe Ruth League, Inc., this league will seek to implant in the youth of the community, ideals of good sportsmanship, honesty, loyalty, courage and reverence, so that they may be finer, stronger and happier youth who will grow up to be good, clean, healthy adults.

Article III.  Statement of Affiliation:


The PCBRL shall be affiliated with the Babe Ruth League, Inc., a New Jersey corporation, and shall be governed by, and shall comply with the principals, rules, and regulations enunciated and decreed by Babe Ruth League, Inc., a New Jersey corporation.

 

Article IV.  Sites of Principal Operations:


The principal operations of this league shall be in and about the Borough of Princeton, the Township of Princeton, and the Township of Cranbury, but may extend to such areas as provided for by district, regional, state, or national Babe Ruth League, Inc. headquarters rules and regulations.

 

Article V.  Powers:


The league shall have the following powers in addition to the powers expressly or implicitly conferred on it by law:

 

A.     To make and enforce rules and regulations to govern itself on a local basis, but consistent with and not contrary to any rules and regulations promulgated by Babe Ruth League, Inc., a New Jersey corporation, or by the Regional or State echelons of said Babe Ruth League, Inc. to which this league is subject.

B.     Such other powers as the league seeks to include in its constitution, such as the power to solicit contributions, enter into contracts, hold and own property, etc.

Article VI.  Membership:


Requirements for membership in the League and privileges of membership in the league will be specified in the by-laws.

 

Article VII.  Officers:


The governing body will be made up of four elected officers and seven elected directors.  The elected officers will be:

 

A.     President

B.     Vice-President

C.     Secretary

D.     Treasurer

 

The president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer shall be elected in November of each year by membership vote.  The term of office for said officers’ will be one-year, from November through October.

 

Article VIII.  Directors:


Seven directors shall be elected in November of each year and will be responsible for the functions described in the by-laws.  The total number of directors will be eleven, which will consist of the four elected officers and the seven elected directors.  Each director must be in good standings with the league, not have a criminal record, and have shown significant interest in the Princeton-Cranbury Babe Ruth League.  The term of office for the directors shall be for one-year from November through October.

 

Article IX.  Standing Committees:

The league president will designate the names, duties, and composition of the standing committees and will be specified in the by-laws.

 

Article X.  Meetings and Quorum:


Regular Meetings: Regular board meetings will be held at least once a month.

Annual Meeting:  The November meeting shall be known as the annual meeting.  The President will ensure that a copy of the Constitution and Bylaws is available through the League’s website, or given out prior to the meeting.  Changes must be discussed and ready for Board approval by the January meeting.

Special Meetings: The president will call additional meetings as needed.  

Quorum: A quorum will be the members present. 

 

Article XI.  Amendments:

No alterations or amendments shall be made to this constitution unless proposed in writing to the membership at a regular or special called meeting of the members.  The amendment shall be referred to the Board of Directors who shall report at the next meeting, at which time, it may be acted upon and adopted by two-thirds vote of the voting members present.

 

Article XII.  Voting:

Each voting member of the league will have one vote, regardless of the number of positions or roles performed by the individual.  Any voting member may request a roll call vote.  The president may call for a roll call vote at any time.  The president will vote only when there is a tie vote of the voting membership.  Details of the league’s membership are included in the By-Laws.

 

Article XIII.  League Options:

The January meeting will be used to vote on League Options.  There will be no other changes, additions, or amendments to the League Options after the January meeting.

Article XIV.  Order of Precedence:

The following order of precedence will be used:

1. Official Baseball Rules owned by the Commissioner of Baseball

2. Babe Ruth League, Inc. – Baseball Rules and Regulations 

3. Princeton-Cranbury Babe Ruth League – Local League Options

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BY-LAWS

 

  

Article I.  Duties of the Officers and Directors:

A. President - The league president shall perform the following duties:

1. Preside at all league meetings.

2. Assume full responsibility for the operation of the local league.

3. Appoint all committees, supervise the activities thereof, and authorize recommendations of the board.

4. See that the league adheres to the rules, regulations, and policies of Babe Ruth Baseball.

5. See that all members of the league adhere to the rules and regulations as set fourth in this constitution, by-laws and local league options.

6.  Be sure that application for charter is submitted to Babe Ruth Headquarters.

7.  Be responsible for local league protest and disputes. (It is highly recommended that a local league president not be connected with any team as a manager or coach and not as an umpire.)

8. Have authorization to sign checks.

9. Must have board approval to spend in excess of $600.00 within the duration of his tenure.  (except for fees)

10.  Be responsible for sending out notice of regular and special meetings, for setting the time of the meetings, and for securing locations for the meetings.

B. Vice-President – The vice-president shall perform the following duties:

1. Serve in the capacity of the president when the president is unavailable, 

2. Perform other duties and special assignments as may be delegated by the president.

3. Preside over Coaches meetings. 

4. Keep the President informed of all disputes, protests, meeting notices, schedule changes and any other items. 

5. Work with other Board members and committees as necessary in order to meet the goals of the league. 

6. Assist the recruiting of coaches, and arrange for certification of those coaches. 

7. Ensure coaches are aware of the All Star selection process, and oversee All Star Committee and selection. 

8. Oversee all post-season tournaments. 

9. Purchase post-season awards and assist in presenting along with the President.

C. Secretary – The league secretary shall perform the following duties:

1. Record the minutes of the meeting.

2. Maintain an official record of the league activities.

3. Notify all voting members of election or scheduled vote.

4. Prepare documentation and copies for distribution, website update.

5. Maintain email distributions lists

6. Maintain league database of roster and contact information.

7. Perform other duties as delegated by the president.

8. Distribute Rules and Regulations to team managers.

9. Distribute scorebooks to team managers.

10. Distribute Roster forms to team managers.

11. Verify Proof of League Insurance.

D. Treasurer – The league treasurer shall perform the following duties:

1. Sign checks.

2. Make bank deposits and dispense league funds.

3. Keep financial records pertaining to revenues, expenses, and interest.

4. Prepare an annual budget and annual report.

5. Assume responsibilities for all local league finances.

6. Provide the Treasure’s Report at board meetings.

E. Board of Directors – The board membership shall include the four elected officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer) and all of the elected directors.  Each elected director shall be required to perform a significant function within the league as prescribed by the president, and agreed to by the officers.  The Board may adopt such rules and regulations for the conduct of its meetings and the management of the league, as it may deem proper, and that are not in conflict with Babe Ruth Baseball.  Functions performed by Board members include:

1. Director of Baseball Operations – Responsible for:

1. Structuring baseball development programs to meet objectives, and to establish coaching and player standards,

2. Interviewing, selecting and training coaches,

3. Conducting clinics for players and coaches,

4. Attending and monitoring games to ensure coaching and player standards are adhered to,

5. Recommending the powers, authorities, and responsibilities of managers and coaches to the board.

2. Director of Tournaments – Responsible for:

1. Attending tournament meetings.

2. Coordinating tournament teams, umpires and fields.

3. Submitting –tournament paperwork, rosters and fees.

4. Selecting and purchasing trophies.

5. Developing and managing invitational tournaments.

3. Director – Commissioner of Cranbury – Responsible for:

1. Recruiting players and supporters from Cranbury.

2. Submitting and posting League articles and notices in Cranbury.

3. Voicing issues as they relate to Cranbury members.

4. Director of Uniforms and Equipment – Responsible for:

1. Collecting uniforms sizes from players and selecting and ordering all uniform attire.

2. Distributing uniforms to managers.

3. Maintaining and storing the league equipment inventory.

4. Providing equipment needs forecasts.

5. Purchasing and delivering equipment to managers.

5. Director of Recruiting and Registration – Responsible for:

1. Managing the league’s recruiting and registration procedures.

2. Maintaining a database of player information and email lists.

3. Mailing, posting, and collecting registration, medical release, and code of conduct forms.

4. Preparing league rosters for the district.

6. Director of Schedules and Umpires – Responsible for:

1. Developing team schedules for each season, and for cancelled/rescheduled games.

2. Developing umpire schedules for spring and summer seasons.

3. Maintaining a database of outside team contact information and email lists.

4. Maintaining a database of umpire information and payments.

5. Reserving fields and requesting field maintenance with the Recreation Department.

6. Documenting game protests and preparing for their determine before the board.

7. Director of Fund Raising  - Responsible for:

1. Developing fund raising strategies and events.

2. Identifying sponsors and submitting letters of sponsorship request and appreciation.

3. Performing fund-raising activities.

4. Working closely with the Treasurer to track funds.

   

Article II.  Standing Committees:.

The name of each standing committee shall be listed below.  If needed, the President will appoint these and other committees as needed.  Standing committees will present their recommendations to the board for final approval.

 

A. Audit Committee

B. Disciplinary

C. By-Laws




D. Special Events

E. All-Stars

 

Article III. Membership:

Membership in the Princeton-Cranbury Babe Ruth League shall be governed as follows:

A. General Members – General membership will be on a calendar year basis, and include all players, parents, coaches, managers, volunteers, and administrators from within our Babe Ruth authorized district that are either paid registrants at the beginning of spring, summer or fall seasons or have devoted a significant amount of volunteer time in support of our league.  General members will have no voting rights.

B. Voting Members – Voting membership will be based strictly on time served in support of the administration or operation of our league.  The board will develop a list of people, in good standing with the board, that meet the following criteria to be voting members:

a. Current officers and directors, and

b. Managers and coaches for the calendar year including spring, summer, and fall seasons, and

c. Volunteers that have consistently devoted time to perform a needed function or complete a major project or event.  Examples of voting member volunteers would be website administrator, umpire coordinator, tournament coordinator, concession stand manager, media reporter, special event coordinator, field crew manager, sponsor coordinator, booster club members, etc.  The time devoted should be approximately 20 hrs. in any one season.

d. If an individual holds more than one position, he/she would still be entitled to only one vote.

e. Each voting member will be entitled to place one vote in the annual election and on other issues requiring a vote as determined by the board.

C. Nomination – Nominations for officers and board members will be solicited annually, through email and website notification, in October, in preparation for the annual meeting in November.  The general membership will develop the potential list of nominees.  Interested parties must successfully complete and return the nomination form to the league.  The board will review and qualify the list of nominees.  The qualified list of nominees will be placed on the ballot for the annual election if there is  more than one name submitted for a particular position.

D. Good Standing and Expulsion - Individuals that have:

a.  Committed a criminal offense, or incurred a disciplinary action, such as termination of duties, suspension from a team, or expulsion from the league during any one season, shall forfeit their good standing with the board and forfeit their voting rights.  

b. Forfeited their good standing must appear before the board and request reinstatement, and agree to a probationary period up to one year.

E. Resignation& Appointment - the board may receive resignations at any time, and the board may appoint a person to fill the position until the next annual election occurs.

Article IV.  Dues and Payment:


The Board of Directors shall determine the amount for league fees and dues.

A. Any player dropping out after payment of league fees will forfeit said fees.

B. Each player is responsible for paying the deductible under the team accident policy. 

C. The Treasurer must make an official notice for unpaid fees to each team manager one week prior to the first game.

D. The board will determine the amount of league dues for general and voting membership, and the timeframes for paying such dues.

E. Failure to pay such fees and dues will result in termination from the league.  Reinstatement will only occur after all fees and dues have been paid.

Article V.  Rules and Regulations for Local League Options:

Babe Ruth Baseball Rules and Regulations, and those rules and regulations duly established by the Region and District, are to be considered binding on this league.

Rules and regulations, and local league options, will be voted on and accepted by league membership each year.  The rules and regulations, and local league options, shall be a separate, but legal, part of these by-laws and all teams will adhere to the rules and regulations as set forth by the local league options.

Article VI.  Parliamentary Authority:

The Princeton-Cranbury Babe Ruth League, Inc. will adhere to the “Robert’s Rules of Order” for conducting all meetings, policies, etc.

 

Article VII.  Amendments:

No alterations or amendments shall be made to these by-laws unless proposed in writing to the membership at a regular or special called meeting of the members.  The amendments shall be referred to the Board of Directors who shall report at the next regular meeting and, at which time, may act upon and adopt the amendments by two-thirds of the membership present.

 

Article VIII.  Order of Business:

 

1. Call to order, by the presiding officer

2. Roll call, by the secretary

3. Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, by the secretary, followed by questions for any revisions that may be necessary and a vote to accept the minutes

4. Reading of the treasury report, by the treasurer

5. Reporting of proceedings of any committee

6. Completing any unfinished old business

7. Addressing new business

8. Adjournments

 

 

LOCAL LEAGUE OPTIONS

  

 

Dual Participation:

· Players will be allowed to participate on other baseball teams, such as school or AAU teams, however, the player must commit to playing in at least 50% of league games.  Should the player not actually play in 50% of league games, he will not be eligible to participate in the Babe Ruth summer district tournament.  The league is concerned about overuse injuries, and throwing and pitch counts need to me monitored closely to prevent shoulder, elbow, and arm injuries.  In addition, the All-Star manager will determine game and practice attendance requirements for dual-participation players.

15-Year-Old Swing Player Option:

· 15-Year-Old players will not be permitted to play in a 16-18 league.

Prep Leagues:

· Princeton-Cranbury Babe Ruth League will support the 13-year-old Prep Leagues in the Fall season.

10 Run Rule:

· In general, the league will follow 10 Run Rule as established by District 1 for Fall and Spring season games.

Re-Entry of Used Player:

· During the Fall and Spring seasons, re-entry of already used players when all substitutes have been used will be allowed.

Extra Hitter:

· In general, the league will follow the Extra Hitter rule as established by District 1 for Fall and Spring season games

Pitch-Counts:

· No pitcher will be allowed to pitch over 90 pitches in any one game.  The following pitch counts and rest requirements will be enforced:

	Bull Pen Pitches
	Max. Pitches/ Game
	Pitching Rest Days

	40-45
	80-90
	4


Changing Teams:

· A player will not be allowed to change teams after rosters are submitted to the league president until the following season.

Tie Games and Rescheduled Games:



1.  Make-up games:

a.
Make-up games are described as legitimately canceled games as prescribed by the Board of Directors.

b.      The league director of schedules must be notified of any cancelled game within forty-eight hours.

c.       The home team manager will submit to the opposing manager two possible make-up dates that the field is open.  The make-up dates must be within two weeks of the cancelled game.  The opposing manager may select either of the two dates.

d. The home team manager must work with the director of schedules to determine if umpires are available on either of the two possible make-up dates.

e.       If no agreement can be reached on the make-up date, the matter must be submitted to the league director of schedules within forty-eight hours of the cancelled game.

f.        Failure to either reschedule the game or to notify the league director within forty-eight hours may result in forfeiture of the cancelled game by either or both teams.  The Board of Directors will decide forfeiture.

g.       If the necessary arrangements are not met within a two-week period, the home team will forfeit the game.  In the event that extenuating circumstances exist, the board of directors shall hear both sides and shall reach a decision that is in the best interest of the league.

 

2.  Changing the regular season schedule:

a.       Schedule changes should be made within ten days of accepting the schedule.

b.      When requesting a schedule change at a later date, the team manager shall notify the director of schedules.  The director will contact the coordinating umpire to determine if umpires will be available on the new date.  If umpires are not available, the request for a schedule change will be denied.

c.       After ten days following acceptance of the schedule, neither changes nor postponements of games will be permitted (with the exception of weather emergencies).  The Board of Directors shall decide on postponements for emergencies.
 

League Playoffs:

 

1. The board will determine when and if league playoffs will be performed.

2. In a case of two teams tied for first, the team with the highest winning run differential becomes the champion without a playoff.

  

All-Star Selection:

 

1.      Manager and Coaches:  It is the league’s intention to always nominate the most qualified person to be the manager of the All-Star team.  The All-Star Committee will recommend the qualifications and process for selecting All-Star managers to the board.  Once selected, the All-Star team manager must select two registered coaches or managers from within the PCBRL. 

2.
Players:  The All-Star Committee will recommend the qualifications and process for selecting All-Star players to the board.  

Forfeiture:

 

1. Unless prior notification has been received, if a team cannot field nine players within fifteen minutes of the starting time, the opposing team may apply for a game forfeited win to the league president.

2. The team manager applying for the game forfeited win must contact the league director of schedules within 24 hours.

3. If the visiting team does not show up and has not called one hour prior to game time, they will be assessed a forfeiture loss.  The forfeiture may be appealed to the board if emergency circumstances exist.

 

Disorderly Conduct and Harassment:



· A Zero-Tolerance Policy will be enforced.  If verbal or physical misconduct such as loud cursing, physical threats, harassment, assault, or battery of any kind occurs by a board member, manager, coach, parent, or player towards any other member of our league, the matter will immediately be brought before the league president, and the league president has complete and sole authority to take swift and immediate actions to protect the welfare of the players and other league members.  At the discretion of the president, such actions may range from temporary suspension, to complete expulsion from the league, for both the parents and their children.  Criminal charges and restraining orders may also be filed against the person or persons committing such offenses.

· Please refer to the “SPORT PARENT CODE OF CONDUCT” attached to this document.
Managers and Coaches:

· No one person can serve as manager or coach of more than one team in the same age division during the regular season.


 Protest Procedure for the Princeton-Cranbury Babe Ruth League, Inc.:

 

1.      Protest shall be filed using the correct procedure to the umpire in charge (home plate umpire).

2.      The umpire in charge will record the protest and sign the record.

3.      If the team filing the protest wins the game, the protest will be automatically voided.

4.      Protests must be presented in writing to the league director of schedules or president within forty-eight hours.

a.       The rule violation with rule number and an explanation must be cited in the letter.

c.       If the protest is upheld because of an umpire violation, umpires will be furnished to call the replay game.

d.      If the protest is upheld, the protested game will be replayed from the time of the protest.





Note:  The umpire records must contain the exact game conditions at the time the protest was filed.  (ex.:  inning, number of outs, men on base, etc.)

5.      The league director of schedules will notify the president of the protest.

6.      The director will verify the correctness of the protest, and if the correct protest procedure has been followed, will arrange a meeting of the protest committee and all needed parties within one week.  The director will determine which parties are needed.  If the director is involved with the protest, then the president will fulfill the responsibilities of the director.

7.      If the correct protest procedure is not followed, the protest will not be considered.

8.      The managers and the coordinating umpire will be notified of the ruling of the protest committee within forty-eight hours of the decision.

9.      The decision of the protest committee will be final.  There will be no appeal to the ruling of the protest committee.

 

Protest Committee:

 

· If one of the directors is involved in the protest, the league president, the vice-president, or a person designated by the president will replace the director.  

Coaching Safety Requirements:

On May 12, 1986, New Jersey became the first state in the nations to pass a civil immunity law for volunteer athletic coaches, managers, and officials. Commonly referred to as the Little League Law (2A:62A-6 et. seq.), this legislation extends partial civil immunity to volunteer coaches who have attended a "safety orientation and training skills program."

In accordance with the stipulations in the Little League Law, the Rutgers S.A.F.E.T.Y. Clinic:

· helps coaches minimize the risk of injury to young athletes 

· provides information about fundamental coaching concepts which enhances volunteer coaches' effectiveness 

· protects volunteer coaches from civil lawsuits 

All PCBRL managers and coaches are required to attend this clinic.

Coaches’ Code of Ethics:

National Youth Sports Coaches Association (NYSCA)
Coaches' Code of Ethics 
· I will place the emotional and physical well being of my players ahead of a personal desire to win.

· I will treat each player as an individual, remembering the large range of emotional and physical development for the same age group.

· I will do my best to provide a safe playing situation for my players.

· I will promise to review and practice basic first aid principles needed to treat injuries of my players.

· I will do my best to organize practices that are fun and challenging for all my players.

· I will lead by example in demonstrating fair play and sportsmanship to all my players.

· I will be knowledgeable in the rules of each sport that I coach, and I will teach these rules to my players.

· I will use those coaching techniques appropriate for all of the skills that I teach.

I will remember that I am a youth sports coach, and that the game is for children and not adults.
© National Alliance For Youth Sports
Code of Sportsmanship:
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The Sportsmanship Code of
Babe Ruth League

Develop a strong. clean, healthy body, mind
‘and soul

Develop a strong urge for sportsman-like
conduct:

Develop understanding of and respect for the
RULES.

Develop courage in defeat, tolerance and
‘modesty in victory.

Develop control over emotions and speech.
Develop spirit of cooperation and team plav.
Develop into real, true CITIZENS.







SPORT PARENT CODE OF CONDUCT

