8 & UNDER (Pigtail Coach Pitch)- 2009

League Commissioner:
Dave Delk (312-0964)

Rules:
The rules of 8 & Under Girls softball shall conform with the Mountaineer Softball Association League Rules except as modified on this document

Base Distance:
50 ft. (Home to Second- 70’ 8 ¼ “)

Pitching distance:
20-35 ft. by a coach (Place a hash mark at 20 feet) with a 9 foot radius pitching circle.

Defensive

Team may play with between 8-11 girls in the field.  A catcher must be one of the defensive 

Alignment
positions. If playing with 11 girls, 4 girls must be positioned as outfielders at least 3 feet behind the base path (6 feet behind the base line) until the ball is hit.  If playing with 10 or less, three outfielders must be so positioned. All girls must play at least 3 innings on defense.

Baserunning:
Mountaineer Pigtail Rules apply with respect to the advancement and stopping of runners This means that the defensive team must stop the runner or throw the ball to the circle as follows: 

(1) If the defense stops the advancement of the lead runner, the umpire will stop play and all  runners must return to their previously achieved base. 

(2) If the girl-pitcher receives the ball while in the circle, any runner off base ONLY must immediately advance to the next base or return with the liability of being put out.  If the runner does not immediately advance or return she shall be declared out.  Play stops after all runners advance or return.

(3) No runner may advance after a fly ball is caught by any defensive player. Play is dead.
The following exceptions to the Mountaineer Pigtail Rules apply:

(1) If the pitcher receives the ball inside the circle and decides to make a play on a runner, all baserunners thereafter may only advance as far as the next base which they had not achieved at the time the pitcher received the ball in the circle, regardless of any errors, overthrows or attempts by the defense to put out any baserunner after the pitcher received the ball in the circle.    

(2) If a defensive player attempts to stop play by throwing it to the pitcher, who is standing in the circle, and misses the pitcher causing the ball to go into foul territory, play is now dead.  The baserunners will advance only to the next base which they had not achieved at the time the ball went into foul territory.

(3) If an infielder attempts to throw the ball to the pitcher/coach, all runners shall advance to the next base only without liability and play is dead.
Softballs:
11 inch (any restricted, ASA approved, yellow/raised stitch)


Innings & Scoring:
6 innings.  5 run limit (no continuous play) in innings 1-5. No mercy rule.  If home team is losing by 8 or more runs after the end of 5 innings, the home team bats first in the 6th inning.  

Batting:
3 outs per inning. Batter gets 5 pitches. No walks. No strike outs unless batter fails to swing at or hit 5th pitch.  A 5th pitch foul entitles batter to another pitch until batter hits a fair ball or fails to swing or misses a subsequent pitch.  All players present at the game must bat in an order determined by the manager.  

Umpires:
A coach or parent WITH KNOWLEDGE of the rules shall umpire.

Protective 
Catcher shall wear helmet, mask and chest protector.  Batter shall wear a helmet with 

Equipment:
facemask.   If a baserunner’s helmet comes off for any reason, she will be declared out.

Miscellaneous Rules:

(1) All bats must be official softball bats.

(2) One coach of the defensive team may stay on the playing field with his/her team.  The coach is not permitted in the infield while the ball is in play.  

(3) The coach/pitcher must pitch underhanded; any amount of arc is permitted.  

(4) Stealing is not permitted.  A baserunner who leaves base before the ball is hit shall be given a warning; a subsequent infraction by that player during that inning shall be declared out.  

(5) A batter who throws the bat will be given one warning for the entire team.  Any subsequent thrown bat will be called out immediately on all successive at bats, and all runners will be sent back to the bases they were on when the play started. 

(6) There will be no infield fly rule.   
(7) The offensive team HAS THE OPTION of inserting a courtesy runner for their catcher if there are 2 outs in the inning.  If a runner is injured during a play, she shall be replaced on base by the last girl who made an out.  
(8) A player is not permitted to be in the game with a hard cast or splint.
(9) Players are not permitted to wear any jewelry.
(10) End of the Year Tournament.  
