Polonia Phoenix Basketball
- A Partnership Proposal

The Background:

The original Polonia Basketball Club was formed back in the fifties by Boris Szifris who arrived in Scotland from Poland after the Second World War. 

Boris was a major influence in the development of basketball in Scotland during the fifties and sixties, a tradition carried on today by his son Tony who is coach to the National Senior men’s team and grandson Ross the current Scottish Senior men’s point guard.

Polonia Basketball Club was a major force in both the men and women's game until the early eighties when both teams were involved in a number of mergers that resulted in the great Murray International Metals teams which dominated British Basketball at the time.

In 1991 a former player with Polonia, George Swanson began coaching a young female cadette (Under 16) team and after discussions with Boris’s family and other former players the name Polonia now attached to Phoenix rose from the ashes.
Since 1993, the club has proved to be one of the most successful senior women's teams in Scotland. Over the last seven years the club has won the Scottish National Senior League four times, the Scottish Cup four times and has had ten players selected for the Senior National team. 

The Current Position:

In line with basketballscotland and sportscotland's strategies (including making basketball the number one indoor sport in Scotland and integrating the sport into our youth culture) the club is now expanding it's development programme to offer more young girls the opportunity to play basketball in Edinburgh and in December 2003 the club was successful in obtaining a Lottery Awards for All grant which has allowed the club to greatly increase it’s youth activities and promote it’s senior programme.
At present, in season 2005/06, the Club has over 70 active adult and junior members involved in the following programme:

· Scottish National League Squad 

· Lothian League Team 

· Under 18 Team 

· Under 16 Team 

· Under 14 development programme 

Membership numbers have increased to the present level from 25 in [2002]. The club is based mainly at Drummond High School, Edinburgh with the National League team playing all it’s home games at Wester Hailes Education Centre and all the youth teams in Central Venue competition at Meadowbank Sports Centre and Craigmount High School.

The Product:

Basketball is perceived to be a fast, exciting, healthy activity that offers young people (of all heights and both sexes) the opportunity to develop both as individuals and team players in a safe and fun environment.

It is also an extremely fashionable sport that has strong links with both the young/urban fashion and music industry and has a wide ranging appeal to all social-economic and ethnic groups as well as retaining a great “fun for all the family” image.

Although still developing in Scotland, basketball is one of the most popular indoor sports in the world, attracting extensive TV/media attention and massive corporate investment. The massive success of the NBA in the USA is now translating internationally with huge followings for the game in China and Eastern Europe.

The Partnership:

Polonia Phoenix Basketball believes it can offer an exciting and mutually beneficial commercial partnership to an organisation that are seeking significant product awareness within an active community based programme, throughout Edinburgh and on a national basis.

Possible advantages to partner organisation;

· Company name incorporated into team name 

i.e. “Company Name Phoenix   (Game reports and results appear at least once per week in both local and national media)
· Company Name and/or Logo on team kit.

· Full page on club website (200+ hits per week) with link to Sponsors own site 


·  Media and photo opportunities with senior international players.


·  Advertising banners at senior home games (Wester Hailes EC) and central venue youth games (Meadowbank Stadium).


· Company logo on all club letters, posters, handouts etc.

· Company information circulated to all club members

· Opportunity for financial value of sponsorship to be doubled through Sportsmatch Awards, with full credit to Sponsor.


· Joint promotional and community based ventures between club and Sponsor

· Any other reasonable requests. 
The club and the partner would agree a press release (and accompanying photocall) to announce the sponsorship, which would be circulated to all national and local press.

If interested in discussing this sponsorship opportunity further, please contact: 

Colin Mackay on 0131 478 0425 or 0771 971 4932 or email phoenixball@blueyonder.co.uk
For more information on Polonia Phoenix Basketball please view our website

www.leaguelineup.com/poloniaphoenix















