CITY OF POMPANO BEACH 
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

SOFTBALL RULES & BY LAWS
Revised 9/24/2009
LEAGUE RULES:

Rules of play will be according to NSA (www.playnsa.com) slow pitch rules, with the following exceptions:

1. (This DOES NOT pertain to coed leagues) Team rosters are limited to 16 players. Rosters are due by the end of the 3rd week of the season. Any team who does not submit a team roster is subject to forfeiture of the all games when confronted with a protest involving player eligibility and will not be eligible for the playoffs. In order to be eligible for the playoffs, a player must be checked in (with photo ID) at least 3 times from the teams 4th game until the end of the season. If a player does not have 3 checked in marks, he/she may not be eligible for the playoffs. ONLY roster players may play in the playoffs. For the regular season ONLY: if a team has 8 players present, they may add a non roster player in order to make 9 and start the game. (A team may borrow no more than 2 players to make 9)  This player(s) may also come from another team in the same division but not from the opposing team.
2. An opposing team manager may question the eligibility of a player by reporting it to the umpire. The field supervisor will check the roster at that time. Roster checks must be done before the game is completed. Licenses are proof.

3. Players are allowed to play in more than one division with no restrictions.

4. If a team wishes to file a protest, a protest of rules must be filed in writing along with a check of $50.00 no later than 24 hours after the games starting time.

5. Only roster checks can be done before the completion of a game. All other protests must be done at the time of infraction.

6. Any team forfeiting two games can be ejected from the league. If ejected from the regular season, your team is NOT eligible for the playoffs. 

7. Uniform Policy: We expect that teams, who have been playing together for more than one season, have and wear coordinated uniforms. We expect that new teams are color coordinated and look appropriate. Teams MAY face disciplinary action (i.e. forfeit game) at the discretion of the league director. 

8. A player, whom is ejected from a game, must sit out that game and at least the next scheduled game. The umpire, along with the league director, will determine the length of the suspension. Additional games and expulsion from the league MAY occur if the reason is severe. We have conferred with both Tradewinds and Mills Pond Parks and if a players’ actions are so severe, they may be banned from both these other parks.
9. NO ALCOHOL, animals, skateboards or bicycles are allowed in the park. NO ALCOHOL is allowed on the city premises. (Please see attached City ordinance section 133.11) The league also has the right to suspend players and/or teams for violating this policy.

10. In case of rain, you may call (954) 786-4119 for information or visit the website at www.leaguelineup.com/pompano. We suggest you wait until 5:00 pm as games are usually not determined until that time.

11. We now have a Lightning Prediction System in place. When the lightning system alarms (one loud 15 second blast) all players and patrons will be instructed to return to their cars. If the alarm blasts an all clear signal (3 five second blasts) within 20 minutes we will return to play the game and add the missed time to it as well. Note lights are turned off five minutes after the red alert. 
GAME RULES

1. Games will be one hour and fifteen minutes. No new inning may start after one hour and ten minutes. 

2. Games will not end in a tie. If time has elapsed, the Kansas City tie breaker will be played until there is a winner. The following games will not lose any time off of their games and be allowed their full one hour and fifteen minutes to play.

3. A Kansas City shootout includes the last physical out from the previous inning is put on 2nd base. 

4. Five minute courtesy is allowed for teams to field a team. 

5. You must start the game with at least 9 players or a forfeit will be declared. If a team starts with 9 players and a player is injured, if there is no player to replace him, game will be forfeited. If a team has 10 or more players and a player gets injured, and there is no one to replace him, an out will be recorded when that player gets to bat. This rule DOES NOT apply to an ejected player. If a player is ejected and the team can not replace him with a new rostered player, the game is forfeited. 

6. You may bat 12 batters in all divisions.

7. If you start the game with 9 players, you may add a 10th, 11th and 12th before you go through the batting order once, regardless of the inning.

8. If a game is delayed because of rain, lightning, poor field conditions, time is stopped. Umpires make decisions if games continue.
9. Tiebreakers for the league standings will be determined as follows:

A. Head to head in games played against each other

B. Head to head point differential 

C. Point differential for all games

10. Mercy Rule: 20 runs after 3 innings and 12 after 5 innings. 
11. Regular season official game: Game length is 7 innings. However, a game is considered official after 5 innings have been completed (4 ½ if home team is leading) or the one hour and fifteen minute has passed. (Note: no new inning may start after one hour ten minutes)

12. Playoff Games: Games must be complete games. Interrupted games will resume where left off until game is completed. No time limit in playoffs. No Kansas City rule in playoffs.

13. Player/Team Conduct: Derogatory remarks before or after the game, excessive profanity, obscene gestures, threats or physical force directed towards another player, umpire, spectators, employees or anyone will not be tolerated. PENALTY: Suspensions, ejection or expulsion from the league can and will result. MANAGERS MUST CONTROL PLAYERS. THINK BEFORE YOU SPEAK.

14. Re entry rule: A player may substitute in and out of the game as many times in any position as long as their place in the batting order remains the same. Once a player is taken out of the game and out of the lineup, he or she may not re enter.

15. A forfeit win counts as 20-0. If a team forfeits twice during the season, that team can be thrown out of the league. 

16. Courtesy Runners: If your team chooses, you may opt to have one all time runner for the entire game. Meaning, each time the player who is need of an all time runner reaches base, the last out made runs for that person. If your team chooses to have an all time runner, you may then have one courtesy runner for the game, meaning one runner may be substituted for a batter one time. If your team does not select an all time runner, your team may have two courtesy runners.

17. Home Run Rules: 

For A divisions: (2 up rule) There is the 2 up home run rule; meaning a team can not hit more than 2 homers more than the other team. If a player does hit another home run, it will be considered an out. 

For B and Coed divisions: (1 up rule) A team can not hit more than 1 homer more than the other team. If a player does hit another homer, it will be considered an out. 
18. 1 & 1 Starting count:

There is a 1 & 1 count to start with 1 foul to waste. Meaning the batter has 1 ball and 1 strike before he/she steps up to the plate. If the first pitch is a called strike, it is now 1-2. If the next pitch is a foul ball, that is the one to waste and the batter is still up. If that same pitch was a called strike, the batter is out on strikes. 
19. Slide Rule:
As per NSA rule 8. sec 8. (t) The baserunner is out “when a defensive player has the ball and is waiting for the runner and the runner remains on his/her feet and deliberately, with great force, crashes into the defensive player; the runner is declared out.” 


Note: If the defensive player does not have the ball, he/she must give the runner the passage to the base (or plate). If the defensive player does have the ball and is waiting for the runner, it is suggested that the runner slide or give himself up. It will be the umpires discretion if the runner deliberately, with great force, crashes into the defensive player. If the umpire determines that the runner deliberately, with great force, crashed into the defensive player, the runner is ejected from the game. 

RECEIPT OF RULES
This is to acknowledge that I have received, read and understood the City of Pompano Beach Recreation Softball League Rules and By Laws (Revised 9/24/09).

I, as team manager, am responsible for the distribution of these rules to all players on my team.

League Name: _________________________

Team Name:  __________________________

Manager’s Signature:  __________________________

Date:  ________________________________________

6
City of Pompano Beach

Softball Rules & By Laws Revised Feb. 7, 2005

h-anne-athletcs-SoftballRules

