POWDER SPRINGS YOUTH GIRLS SOFTBALL ORGANIZATION

OPERATING RULES AND REGULATIONS
(Revised December 14, 2006)
Section 1 – Registration and Eligibility

1. Registration of eligible girls will be publicized and held on a first-come first-serve basis.

2. Upon registration ending, a waiting list will be established. Players from the waiting list will be placed on teams on a first-come, first-serve basis. The Softball President will maintain and assign players from the waiting list.

3. To be eligible to participate in the PSYGSO Softball program, each player should be in good health. Parents will certify this at the time of registration or sign a waiver.

4. A player must be at least 4 years old on or before January 1 and 19 years old on or before January 1 of the current year.

Section 2 – Selection and Responsibilities of Managers and Coaches

1. The responsibility of the manager will include overall head coaching of the team and administration of duties for their team.

2. Managers will be elected at the February general meeting of PSYGSO.

3. Coaches will be selected by the team manager and be submitted to the League Director for approval prior to the skill test.

4. The manager of each team must hold a pre-season meeting with the team parents to explain the goals and rules of the PSYGSO League.

5. Home team managers must prepare the fields for play and replace all equipment after the last game. The visiting team manager will be responsible for cleaning around the stands (both home and visitor sides) for the field on which they have been playing.

6. Managers will be required to attend the coaches’ certification provided by PSYGSO. Lifetime certified managers must maintain their certification. THIS IS A MANDATORY REQUIREMENT. The assistant coach is not required to attend the certification, but it is highly recommended by PSYGSO.

7. The manager of the team must first handle parent’s concerns and complaints. If an agreement cannot be reached, it can then be referred to the League Director of that age group for resolution.

8. All equipment must be returned to PSYGSO by a date set by the Vice President in order to be eligible to manage in the future. If the equipment is not returned, the manager could forfeit their right to coach the following year.

Section 3 – Regular Season Team Structure

Regular season team draft will be conducted as follows:

1. All players, including frozen players, will be required to participate in the skill test. The skill test is used for all managers to rate each player on various abilities (i.e. fielding, hitting, running, etc.). Each manager will be provided a list of all registered players in their selected age division. The list will contain the player’s name and birth date. Each player will be assigned a number to be referenced at evaluations and draft time. The list will also have a designated column for scoring each of the above skills.

2. Players not attending the skill test will be assigned a rating if the managers have knowledge of the player and a consensus is reached. The League Director or a Board representative will resolve all disagreements of ratings. Those players not known by the managers or League Director will be selected at the end of the draft. Their names will be placed in a hat and picked by the managers by the current draft order.

3. The manager’s daughter will be placed on the team they manage and will be counted as one of the frozen players.  A manager that does not have a daughter playing in the league will be allowed to select a player from the player pool to serve as one of his/her frozen player.

4. Team managers will be allowed to select one assistant coach prior to the skill test and that coaches’ daughter will be placed on their team. The player will be counted as the second frozen player.

5. The 8U, 10U, 12U, 14U, 16U and 19U managers will be able to freeze one (1) additional player. The T-ball league will hold the same team they had last year.

6. After the skills test, all managers of the league and the League Director or Board representative will meet to confirm their frozen players and compare ratings of all players. The League Director or Board representative will resolve all disagreements on frozen player selection and player’s ratings. (Examples of a rating of players: 1 = high…… 5 = low)

7. Comparison of frozen players from each team will be conducted to make them as fair as possible. Those rating numbers listed above (1 to 5) will consist of draft round numbers. If a team has more than one player occupying the same draft round, one of the players will be assigned to the next round.

8. If a player has a sister playing in the same league, the sister will be placed on the same team unless the parents request they not be placed on the same team at the time of registration. The sister will be the teams’ selection in the round assigned to the player.

9. Car pool requests will be taken at registration only and will not be a guarantee to the player. All managers will be notified of these requests before the draft. It will be the choice of the managers and League Director to honor any or all request. If honored, managers must select player in the round assigned to the player.

Examples

Team #1 has 3 frozen players who are rated as (1), which is the first round. The players will be placed in round 1, 2, and 3. The team will have its first pick in round 4.

Team #2 has two frozen players in round 2 and a third in round 4. The team will have its first pick in round 1. The team will not have picks in rounds 2, 3, and 4.

Team #3 has a frozen player in round 1, 2, and 3. Round 1 player has a sister who is rated as a round 5 player. The team’s first pick will be in round 4 and in round 5 must select the sister.

10. A draw (from a hat) will determine the numeric sequence of each round. The round will be in selected numerical order of the draw (e.g. 1,2,3,4,5, etc).

11. There will be NO TRADING of players unless all managers in the league as well as the League Director agree to the trade. Approved trades must be made before leaving the building where the draft takes place.

12. Teams will consist of at least 10 players, if possible. No team will have more than 13 players. (The PSYGSO Softball President must approve all exceptions)

13. The 6U and 8U leagues are considered INSTRUCTIONAL LEAGUES. All emphasis will be made to create an atmosphere of learning and fun for all players. These leagues will be awarded participation awards for all players.

14. The 1st place team in each age division (excluding T-ball) will be determined by:

a. Best overall win-loss record

b. Best “head-to-head” record

c. In the case of two or more teams tied for 1st place after (b), then a playoff will take place. Placement in the playoff will be drawn from a “hat”.

Section 4 – Tournament Team Structure

1. Tournament team players will be selected as follows:

a. Tournament teams must have tryouts.

b. Two-thirds (2/3) of the tournament team players (with a minimum of 8) must be within the park. Out of the park players must pay a $50 “out of the park fee”. They MUST pay for uniforms separate from this fee. If an out of park player is picked up after the season, they must pay the $50 fee to the park and pay for their uniforms separately.

c. Participation is not mandatory in tournament play.

2. The Board of Directors will vote the tournament team manager on every year in November.

3. Tournament team manager selection will include but not be limited to the following:

a. Participation in the park from previous year(s).

b. Demonstration of overall managing and coaching experience of the candidates.

c. Managers must also be a recreational league manager.

d. Overall involvement within the PSYGSO organization.

e. Candidates attitude, demeanor, and sportsmanship on and off the field.

4. Tournament teams cannot interfere with recreational league team’s activities.

5. PSYGSO WILL NOT provide trophies for any tournament teams.

6. PSYGSO may pay the entry fee for two (2) invitational tournaments. The Board of Directors will select the tournaments.

7. Travel and other expenses for tournaments are the responsibility of the player’s parents.

8. A final financial report is due to the board after the end of the season. A financial report or balance sheet is due at any time during the season upon request from the board.

Section 5 – Conduct

1. Unsportsmanlike conduct by managers, coaches, parents, players, umpires, or spectators will not be tolerated. Unsportsmanlike conduct will result in a warning or ejection from the ballpark as deemed appropriate by the official umpire or the League director.

2. Managers and coaches are responsible for the parents and spectators of their team. Parents and spectators that are out of control may cause their team to forfeit the game.

3. All occurrences of unbecoming or unsportsmanlike conduct by the managers, coaches, parents, players, umpires or spectators will be reported to the PSYGSO President and Board of Directors and will result in a review with appropriate actions being taken.

4. There will be no alcohol, drugs, intoxication, or any profanity on or around the field during practices or games. There will be no smoking or chewing of tobacco products by the managers or coaches on the playing field or scoring stand during practice and ball games.

Section 6 – Scheduling of Games

1. Scheduled weeknight games will be played between the hours of 6:30 PM and 11:00 PM.

2. Regulation games for the 8U league shall consist of six (6) innings or seventy (70) minutes. An inning will be terminated when three (3) outs have been made or when five (5) runs have been scored.

3. Regulation games for the 10U league shall consist of seven (7) innings or seventy (70) minutes. An inning will be terminated when three (3) outs have been made or when six (6) runs have been scored. The seventh inning will be terminated after three outs.

4. Regulation games for the 12U through 19U leagues shall consist of seven (7) innings or seventy (70) minutes. Innings will be terminated when three outs have been made.

5. An inning WILL NOT be started if seventy (70) minutes have passed from initial start time. The home team will not bat if they are ahead when seventy (70) minutes have passed.

6. In case of rain during a game being sufficient enough to cause the umpires to call the game:

a. With four innings completed, the team with the most runs will be awarded the game.

b. If four innings have not been completed, the game will be rescheduled and picked up from the point it was stopped. Batting order and field order will remain the same.

c. If more than four innings have been completed, the score will revert back to the last completed inning and the team with the most runs will be awarded the game.

7. Fast pitch softball games will be scheduled as stated in the rules of the Fast Pitch League in which they participate.

Section 7 – Playing Rules and Regulations

1. Official ISA rules and regulations will govern play unless otherwise modified in the operating rules of PSYGSO. The following rules will apply to all leagues unless exemption is specifically noted. In the event league playing or participation rules are questioned and no rules other than conference rules and PSYGSO rules are on file, these rules will prevail. PSYGSO will have special playing rules for 6U and 8U recreational leagues.

2. PSYGSO playing rules, draft, and all-star procedures must be on file by February 1st of the current season.

3. Required officials for each game shall consist of a plate umpire, a base umpire, and an official scorekeeper. (Does not apply to T-Ball & Sof-T-Ball Leagues)

4. A grace period of 10 minutes for the first games only will be allowed before a team must forfeit. If this occurs, the game will be played without officials even though the outcome is already determined.

5. A team unable to field eight (8) players must forfeit the game. (Does not apply to T-Ball & Sof-T-Ball Leagues)

6. If additional players show up, prior to the fourth inning, they may be placed in the game at the end of the batting order.

7. PARTICIPATION RULE. The following rules are MANDATORY:

a. Each player must play three (3) complete offensive/defensive innings. (Does not apply to 8U, T-Ball & Sof-T-Ball Leagues)

b. If a game is terminated before a player completes full participation, the player shall start the next game and play a full game.

c. Every player will be included in the batting lineup (i.e. If you have 12 players, you will play 10 and bat 12). (see note 9)

d. Any manager or coach found guilty of not complying with the above participation rules will be subject to disciplinary action. Infractions of the participation rules must be reported to the League Director within 48 hours. The game will be declared a forfeit if the League Director and the President determines that a flagrant disregard of the PSYGSO participation rules has occurred.

8. There will be only one manager, two coaches, and one scorekeeper in the dugout with the players during games.

9. No watches, rings, bracelets, necklaces, or earrings will be allowed. Hair clips will be allowed if made of rubber or fabric.

10. All batters MUST wear batting helmets with chinstraps.

11. The catchers in age groups (8U, 10U, 12U, 14U, and 16U) must wear catcher’s mask with throat protector and chest protector.

12. The extra player rule will apply for league play. Extra players must have a complete participation as stated in Section 7, paragraph 6.

13. The infield fly rule will apply to the 12U and older leagues only.

14. INTENTIONAL WALK RULE:

a. 8U, 10U – not permitted

b. 12U and above – not restricted

15. All players will remain in the dugout during the game. A player leaving the dugout during a game without permission of the manager or coach may be benched for the remainder of the game.

16. Managers may bench a player for breaking the training rules prior to a game. If the manager has rules differing from league rules, they must be submitted for approval and on file with the Vice-President. The League Director shall be made aware of any infractions and penalties before they occur.

17. Managers may bench a player for the next scheduled game for missing one practice or a scheduled game without being excused by the manager in advance. The official umpire must be notified of any disciplinary actions prior to the start of the game.

18. Players can participate on a tournament team while playing on a PSYGSO league team.

19. The game will be complete and no other innings will be played if seventy (70) minutes have passed since the game began and the home team has completed their turn at bat. If the home team is ahead and the visitors have completed their turn at bat, the home team will not bat.

20. REGARDLESS OF TIME, the game will be complete if the home team has completed their turn at bat and either team is ahead by:

a. 15 runs after three innings

b. 15 runs after three innings

c. 10 runs after five innings

Section 8 – Protests

1. ONLY the manager will be permitted on the playing field to question a call.

2. A manager has the right to protest an umpire’s interpretation of the rules. The protest must be made before the next legal pitch by informing the plate umpire and the official scorekeeper.

3. The scorekeeper will log the infractions on the official scorebook.

4. The protesting manager must submit the protest in writing to the League Director within 48 hours. If dissatisfied with the decision of the League Director, the manager may appeal to the board of directors in writing.

5. A protest committee of three (3) persons appointed by the board of directors will handle protests in accordance with the official rules. There will be no protest in instructional leagues.

6. Any fines incurred by a team, manager, coach, or other persons in authority will be brought before the board of directors for remedy.

7. Any manager or coach ejected from the game or event is subject to review by the League Director and Vice-President. Further infractions would be brought to the board of directors for disciplinary actions.

Section 9 – Travel Team Policy

1. Travel Team Managers
a. A request to the PSYGSO Board will be required of all prospective traveling team managers. The request shall be done in writing or during a called meeting with the board members. The request will include a program overview of the requested team and provide:

(1) The purpose of the team

(2) Proposed roster size

(3) Player/parent financial responsibilities and team commitments

(4) Proposed fund disbursement at season end.
b. The Board of Directors will vote the travel team manager on every year in August.

c. Travel team managers and coaching staff must agree to adhere to the PSYGSO policies and procedures and by-laws.

d. Travel team managers must be approved by a majority vote by the board members. The vote could be during a scheduled or called meeting, or by phone call.

e. Selection of assistant coaches will be at the discretion of the traveling team manager. A list will be provided to the PSYGSO board members. The board members must approve assistant coaches.

2. Player Selection

a. Two open tryouts will be held prior to the season. A signed release form is required for each player to tryout. A player must attend at least one scheduled tryout in order to be eligible for the team. The PSYGSO board members must approve exception to the tryout rule.

b. Tryouts will be advertised in a local newspaper.

c. Player selections are to be communicated promptly to all participants after tryouts.

d. Team roster must be submitted and approved by the PSYGSO board.

e. Participation rule is not mandatory on traveling teams.

3. Financial Responsibility

a. All fees must be paid and registration forms must be completed before seasonal practice times are assigned or tournament play begins. A player may not participate in any tournament until all fees are paid to PSYGSO and a registration form is completed and signed.

b. A final financial report is due to the board after the end of the season. A financial report or balance sheet is due at any time during the season upon request from the board.

c. The PSYGSO board should be notified of plans for disbursement of funds at the end of season or disbanding of the team.

d. Traveling teams will be responsible for all expenses including, but not limited to, uniforms, tournament fees, travel, etc., unless otherwise supplied by PSYGSO.

e. All travel team fundraising activities will need to be communicated to the board for approval.

Section 10 – Miscellaneous

1. A handicapped child may be allowed to remain at her present league level for a period of one (1) year and no more than two (2) years only after a written request is submitted, reviewed and approved by the board of directors.

2. There will be no alcohol, drugs, intoxication, or any profanity on or around the field during practices or ball games. There will be no smoking or chewing of tobacco products by the managers or coaches on the playing field or scoring stand during practice and ball games.

3. Equipment is to be turned in at the end of the playing season and stored in its proper place for next year. Failures to do so will constitute not being allowed to direct, coach, or manage the following year. If all efforts to retrieve the equipment fails, the matter will be turned over to the Board of Directors for any legal action they deem necessary to retrieve the equipment.

4. Managers may bench a player for breaking the training rules prior to a game. If the manager has rules differing from league rules, they must be on file with the League Vice President. The League Director shall be made aware of any infractions and penalties before they occur.

5. Managers, coaches, assistants, and parents shall participate in an instructional manner only during practices and games. Non-participants should not be allowed on the practice field without approval from the board of directors.

6. PSYGSO will furnish softball jerseys for recreational teams.

7. PSYGSO is not responsible for team parties and/or banquets.

Section 11 – Safety

1. There will be no motor parades.

2. There will be no transporting of players as a team to or from games or practices in open bodied vehicles.

3. No practices or games shall be held during lightning storms or tornado warning.

4. There will be no fund raising activities permitted where children are asked or required to stand in or near streets, roadways, or highways.

5. A fully equipped first aid kit will be kept at each park concession stand.

6. Any child having, or has had a noticeable injury or contagious disease must have a release from their medical doctor before being allowed to resume play. The parent of the child shall provide a medical release to be maintained by the manager.

7. Each manager is required to have medical release forms for each child, in his or her possession.

