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Radnor Boys Soccer 2009

Welcome to another season of soccer at Radnor High School.   The following letter includes all the information needed for the upcoming season.   Before getting to that, however, let me introduce myself and the rest of the staff.   My name is Kyle Shilcock-Elliott and this is my seventh season as the head coach of the program. Returning for his fourth year with the program and as Junior Varsity coach is Jared Elias.  Chas Fortescue will be with the Freshman team for his ninth season.  


As we near the beginning of the season, the changes that we faced last year are still in effect and are now the norm.  For those of you who are unaware of the changes last year or want a reminder on how the changes affect our philosophy, the following paragraph outlines most of it.  Last year, for the first time in the past 10 years Radnor changed its classification from a AA school to a AAA school because of increased enrollment.  Being classified as AAA drastically affects the process of how the Varsity team makes the playoffs.  In addition to that, the state changed the number of games we are able to play in the regular season from 20 to 18.  A third change involved the Central League in which we compete—it went from 10 teams to 12.  Combining all three of these changes forced a change in philosophy for the program.   At all three levels of the program we try to provide a positive experience and encourage the growth of young men.   But from a strictly soccer standpoint, these changes force more of an emphasis on winning at the Varsity level.   That trickles down to the Junior Varsity and Freshman levels by putting more of an emphasis on player development.   What all of this means to our teams is that we will most likely carry no more than 20 players on any of the three teams—in the past we have almost always carried 22-26 players per team.   

PRESEASON—Read Carefully!!


Preseason begins Monday, August 17th.   The first session will be from 8-11am and the second will be from 2-4pm.  The rest of the week sessions will go from 9-11 and 2-4.   These sessions are MANDATORY for anyone with hopes of making the Varsity or Junior Varsity.   Preseason is optional only for incoming Freshmen, however, if any Freshmen have hopes of playing for either the JV or Varsity the sessions are mandatory.   To be eligible to participate in preseason ALL players must have their physical and insurance forms completed and turned in.   No exceptions will be made.  These forms are included in this mailing and available in the main office of the high school.    Additionally, every player must have the following at every session:

-ball (properly pumped)

-soccer cleats

-shin guards
-running shoes

 -their own liquids
**None of these will be provided by the program.  Expect that the first week will consist of a lot of fitness work and a lot of short-sided and full-sided games.   It is your job to get yourself in shape before preseason begins.  It will be quite obvious if you have not and it may hurt your chances of making the team.  
FRESHMEN


As you may have already gathered, preseason is optional for you.  However, if you wish to make JV or Varsity then preseason is mandatory.  At the end of the first week preseason is over for you unless we ask you specifically to come back the second week.  The Freshman team will have its own separate tryouts once school begins.   You will get the necessary info for that the first or second day of school.  

CUTS

In an ideal world there would be no cuts.  Unfortunately, that is not the case, however, and the number of cuts will be determined by how many people try out.  Like we stated above, we are looking at carrying no more than 20 players on any of our three teams.   At the JV and Varsity level that means there are around 40 available spots combined.  We expect somewhere in the neighborhood of 55-65 players to be trying out for JV and Varsity.  The math is obvious.   That is simply the nature of the circumstances.   I will personally speak with every single player when cuts are made to let them know why.  Let me just say in advance that I know it is not a pleasant experience to be cut from a team and that it is an equally unpleasant experience for me.   Again, it is simply a nature of our circumstances.  

SCHEDULES


The Varsity, JV, and Freshman game schedules can be found at the High School website under athletics and will soon be up on our team website rhsboyssoccer.com.  All of the games are subject to change, but I do not expect many changes.  The preseason schedule continues as being 9-11 and 2-4 through the beginning of school.  The only days that we do not train at those times are Sundays and the days we have scrimmages.   We will give the kids an occasional session off on a Friday or Saturday afternoon.  


I hope everyone is having a nice summer and that this letter answers any questions that anyone may have concerning the upcoming season.   During the season we will have all of the information necessary for parents and players regarding our program posted on our website rhsboyssoccer.com.   If there are any questions or concerns regarding the upcoming season please feel free to contact me at any time by email at kyleslaww@yahoo.com.   See everyone soon….

-Kyle Shilcock-Elliott

