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Post-Bulletin, Rochester MN  

BURNSVILLE -- The Rochester Patriots won four of five games over the weekend to capture the championship of the Burnsville Snake Pit Tournament in American Legion baseball. 

The Patriots won their pool by winning two of three games, including a split on Saturday. Then in the championship round on Sunday, the Patriots won a pair of close games. They nipped Burnsville 4-3 in the semifinals and then hung on for a wild 11-10 win over Woodbury in the title game. Most of the championship game was played in the rain. 

"This was a very tough tournament to win," Patriots coach Dutch Heiderscheit said. "A lot of the state's top legion teams were in this one. We are happy to come out the winner; a lot of kids contributed over the weekend."

Derek Hovick had big game in the semifinals against Burnsville. He pitched a complete game for the win. He also hit an RBI single in the first inning and then a two-run homer in the sixth to wipe out a 3-2 deficit. 

"He carried us this game," Heiderscheit said. 

The Patriots had a lot of hitting heroes in the title game. Jordan Stokes was 3-for-5 while Alex Peterson, Andrew Roble and Kirby Reeping all had two hits. 

In pool play on Saturday, Jeff Sipple had a three-hitter in a 10-1 win over Woodbury. 

"He pitched a great game (and) kept them off stride the whole game," Heiderscheit said. 

Wayzata defeated the Patriots 8-2 in another pool game. Eric Williams had a pair of hits in both of the Saturday games for the Patriots. 

The Patriots (8-2 overall) will host Waseca on Tuesday at 6 p.m. at John Adams Middle School. 

PATRIOTS 11, WOODBURY 10 
Championship game 
Patriots 072 020 0 -- 11 11 2 

Woodbury 220 203 1 -- 10 10 4 

Patriots: Jordan Stokes 3-for-5; Alex Peterson 2-for-4; Andrew Roble 2-for-4; Kirby Reeping 2-for-3. WP: Andrew Roble. 

Woodbury: LP: Giddings. 

PATRIOTS 4, BURNSVILLE 3 
Semifinals 
Patriots 110 002 0 -- 4 6 0 

Burnsville 200 100 0 -- 3 5 0 

Patriots: Derek Hovick 2-for-3, HR, 3 RBIs. WP: Hovick 7 IP, 5 H, 3 R, 3 ER, 6 K. 

Burnsville: LP: Ellefson. 

PATRIOTS 10, WOODBURY 1 
Saturday 
Woodbury 010 000 0 -- 1 3 3 

Patriots 040 402 2 -- 10 12 3 

Patriots: Eric Williams 2-for-2; Alex Peterson 2-for-2, 3 RBIs; Andrew Roble 2-for-4; Ben VanVooren 2-for-3; Eric Nelson 2-for-4. WP: Jeff Sipple 7 IP, 3 H, 1 R, 3 K, 1 BB. 

Woodbury: LP: Pittman. 

WAYZATA 8, PATRIOTS 2 
Saturday 
Patriots 100 001 0 -- 2 8 0 

Wayzata 402 002 x -- 8 13 0 

Patriots: Eric Williams 2-for-4. LP: Ben VanVooren 

Wayzata: WP: Brau. 

