CAUTION SNOWY PLOVERS AHEAD!

PLEASE AVOID RUNNING OR WALKING IN THE DUNES.  THE WESTERN SNOWY PLOVER, PROTECTED BY THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT, MAKES ITS HOME IN THE DUNES.

The western snowy plover is a sparrow-sized, light colored shorebird that makes its shallow nests in the sand.  The bird blends in well with its surroundings making it, its eggs and chicks hard to see and vulnerable to predators. In recent years its numbers have decreased from thousands to less than 1500.

California State Parks in conjunction with the US Fish and Wildlife Service are monitoring the nesting areas to help ensure the survival of the species. The City of Morro Bay has also taken steps to comply with the ESA.  Be warned anyone running in the dunes will be disqualified!  In addition, the future of this event will be in jeopardy.  Please do your part by remaining on the wet sand during the run.

In addition, here are some general tips to remember:

Do not approach the snowy plovers or their nests.  

Do not gather driftwood or kelp.

Stay out of fenced or posted habitat areas.

Dispose of garbage properly to avoid attracting predators.

Observe all posted restrictions.
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