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1) Rowlett Hockey Association Rules 
2) USA Hockey Inline Rules 2001 –2003

available at http://www.usahockey.com/inline/main/rules/inline_officialrules/
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1) In the 8 & under league, when there is an 8 goal lead, the team that is behind will be allowed to bring the puck from their zone, after all scores, to mid-court, even if they are the ones that scored. 

2) In the 10 & under league, when there is a 10 goal lead, the team that is behind will be allowed to bring the puck from their zone, after all scores, to mid-court, even if they are the ones that scored. 

3) On time / score keeping - Referee is responsible for keeping time.  Parents may be asked to assist for score keeping.  Each home team is responsible for providing one volunteer for this purpose for each game.  Score keepers need to keep track of penalties assessed to players, in addition to goals and assists.  Score keepers are to notify referees when any player has received 3 penalties in a game.  Those players are subject to disciplinary action defined herein.

4) All leagues will have a 4 player minimum rule to have a game.   

5) On fighting in the youth leagues (mites, squirts, pee wee, bantam, and midgets)…

· First offense – penalized remainder of current game, and the next game

· Second offense – player is not allowed to play the remainder of the season.

· One gross misconduct penalty in a season = suspension for one full year plus review by the Board to determine if there is any reason to ever allow the offender to return.

· The process for reporting and enforcing the fighting rule is….

· Player name and number is delivered to the league coach director by the referee, or director of referees.

· League coach director determines who the next opponent is on the schedule.

· League coach director calls the opposing coach and provides the player’s name and number to the opposing coach.  The opposing coach and the referee are responsible for monitoring this situation.  If the player plays in the game, then his team forfeits the game, and the penalty is extended to the following week.

6) Parents/fans that insist on engaging in behavior other than which encourages the any team or players, will be asked to leave the property.  Negative comments will not be tolerated.  We are expected to set positive examples for our children and for our neighbors.  The league will handle problems with players and/or coaches by penalizing the team the fan is associated with. Fist offence will be a warning to the coach.  Second offence will be a 2 minute minor. Third offence will be a 5 minute minor. Forth offence will result in the team forfit.  Report all problems to the league coach director away from the game.

7) Coaches are responsible for their benches. Coaches are responsible for cleaning up their benches after their game. Coaches are also responsible for keeping spilt water/water bottles from entering the rink.  If a Referee has to stop the game for water on the rink from a bench, a penalty will be assessed to that coach for delay of game. (A 2 minute minor.)

8) For situations where teams play twice in one day, every effort will be made to schedule those games back to back.
REQUIRED EQUIPMENT

	Description
	M-Mandatory

R- Recommended

O - Optional

	Hockey gloves
	M

	Elbow pads
	M

	Hockey Helmet with full face shield, approved by HECC

[Face shield optional and highly recommended in the adult division(s)]
	M

	Knee / Shin guards
	M

	Mouth piece
	M

	Shoulder pads
	O

	Cup – 8 & under
	R

	Cup – all other leagues
	M

	Hockey stick
	M

	Inline skates
	M

	Girdle
	R


13) Player time on court – equal pay for equal play.  This is an instructional league.

14) All leagues are NON-CHECKING leagues.

15) Misuse of league owned equipment and other assets (as judged by the observations of attending board members, referees, or coaches), that results in damage requiring repair or replacement (as judged by the RHA Board) shall be the responsibility of the person(s) that misused said equipment or other assets.  Players will be suspended from participation in all league activities (practices and games) until payment is received   This extends to all future RHA / RHL events and activities.  Persons other than players deemed responsible (by the RHA Board) for damages will be suspended from all participatory duties and activities until payment is received. This extends to all future RHA / RHL events and activities.

16) In cases of equipment misuse and other offenses requiring disciplinary action, it is the responsibility of coaches to notify the director so the board can assist with enforcement of penalties, especially those related to participation restrictions.

17) Copies of state certified (state registered) birth certificates are required with each new application.  Hospital birth certificates will not be accepted.

18) Clarification on the Association name.  We are officially the Rowlett Hockey Association.  We manage the Rowlett Hockey League, for youth and adults.

19) Games will utilize a stopping clock.  The clock will stop during each whistle.
20) Will have a tournament at the end of the season for each age group.  All teams make playoffs, seed based on season record first, ties in records will defer to head to head results second, ties after this will look at goals against each team in the tie.  The fewest goals against (for the season) for each team will be the measure.  If a tie still exists after all this, a coin will be flipped to determine seeding.

21) Board members will take complaints directly, and via the website email.  No anonymous complaints will be considered.  Games are not allowed to be protested.  Results are final.

22) Game timing scenario, kids leagues

23) 5 minute warm up

24) 3, 11 minute periods

25) 2 minutes between periods

26) time outs are 1 minute, 2 per game per team.

27) Ties-kids leagues.  During the season, we will have one shoot out at the end of a tie game, quickly.  Shootouts – 1 only, 3 shooters.  Ties after this, will still be ties.  Third period goalie must be the shootout goalie.  Players on the rink when the period ends, must stay on the rink. 3 of those 4 players will be the shootout players.  During Playoffs, shoot-outs will be done after an additional 5 minute sudden death (next goal wins) period.  If after 5 minutes, the game is still tied, the game becomes a shoot out.  Shoot out will be just as regular season with the following addition.   If after the 3 on 3 shoot out, the tie remains, the remainder of the roster will participate in a 1 on 1 sudden death shoot out.  Goals must be matched one for one, or the team failing to match looses.  No player from the 3 on 3 shoot out shall participate on the 1 on 1 until the entire roster has participated in the 1 on 1.  The game will end when one team wins the 1 on 1 sudden death shoot out.

28) No one with a criminal history will participate in this organization.

29) In the event of a conflict between these rules and USA Hockey rules, generally, these rules will be followed.  Further conflicts will be resolved by the Rowlett Hockey Association Board members.

30) On rain delays – games will be called officially complete if they make it through 2 complete periods.  Games that do not make it that far before being called, will be started over from the beginning, zero to zero.

31) All practices must be posted on the website.  If it is not on the website, it is not an official practice, and you do not have rights to the rink.  Practices may be cancelled by make up games required due to inclement weather.  Check the website on the day you have practice scheduled to be sure you actually have a practice scheduled.

32) Judging shots on goal…

33) To qualify as a shot on goal, the shot must come from the offensive end of the rink (within the red line at center court)

34) Generally, a shot that hits the post is NOT a shot on goal, unless it was deflected by a defensive player, and is judged that it would have gone in without the deflection.

35) Shots must be judged to have gone into the net without defensive intervention.  This is a shot on goal.

36) Additional new rules specific to the adult league.
37) Adult league has 2 divisions, 1) under 30 and 2) over 30.  Playoffs will be organized into to 2 post season tournaments.

38) Adult League post season tournament frame work is TBD (single-e, double-e, or best of  3 series)

39) Adult league games will be three 15 minute periods.  Each team will be allowed two time outs per game.  Clock will stop on every whistle.  Warm up prior to the game will be limited to 2 minutes.

40) On fighting in the adult league…

41) Each team is to post $100 (check is OK) with the RHA Board.  Deposit is due before first game, and required to play.  If a player on your team is assessed a gross misconduct penalty, then the following process is put into place.  

42) A) The team loses the $100, and must replace it before they can play another game.

43) B) Penalized players earn a game misconduct penalty for the current game, plus an automatic suspension for the next game, plus a mandatory review by the RHA Board of Directors to determine if further action is needed.  The Board has the right to terminate a player’s participation for any length of time.  All instances will be handled on a case by case basis.

44) Additionally, players earning a single gross misconduct penalty in one season are automatically terminated from participation in the remainder of the current season, in addition to penalties prescribed by the Board in their review of the offense.

45) Deleted – not applicable since players under 18 are not allowed to play.  

46) Players that earn three penalties in a single game will be suspended for the remainder of that game, plus the next game.

47) Players that earn 2 game misconducts in one season will be automatically reviewed by the Board to determine eligibility status and other suspension options as deemed appropriate by the Board.

48) Ties in the adult league during the regular season end in ties.  There will be no overtime, or shoot outs for regular season play.

49) Ties in the end of season play offs will be handled by two 10 minute sudden death periods.  This means that the first team to score wins, and the period in progress is over.  If after these 2 periods, there is no score, then the venue is transformed into a shoot out format as follows:

50) First round will be a 3-man shoot out.  If this does not produce a winner there will be a second round.

51) The second round will be sudden death, and the remaining roster must shoot before any of the shooters from the first round are allowed to participate.

52) On behavior in the penalty box…

53) If you are in the box, you are expected to sit quietly and serve your penalty.  You are not allowed to coach or encourage your team.

54) You are not allowed to behave in an abusive manner to anyone in and around the area.  The scorekeeper is authorized to report unauthorized behavior to the officials.

55) Officials may assess additional penalties for penalty box violations at their discretion.

56) Players must be 18 years of age to play.  17 year olds that turn 18 during the season can sign up, but cannot play until they turn 18.  To play in the 30 and under division, you must be between 18 and 100.  To play in the 30 and over division, you must be 30 by December 31, 2003.
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