“Springfield Legion – A team of Winners” by Terry Toohey
The following excerpts are from the Sunday back page sports article that appeared in the Delaware County Daily Times, July 16, 2006.   The article is about a team from Springfield that completed in the Senior Legion league for 17 – 20 year olds.  The players quoted in the article played SAA ball and two are now seniors at Springfield who play on the High School team.
The season ended as it began for Springfield, with a loss.   It was loss number 15 for Springfield, against zero wins and one tie.  The sad part is that most people will see that 0-15-1 record and label the players and coaches as losers.  It would be an inaccurate assessment.  Call them winless, which is what they were.  Say the season was unsuccessful and disappointing, which it was.  However, do not call the players or the coaches losers.  It does not apply to this team.  Not one player quit during the course of the season, according to first –year manager and former Delco League great Dom Lamberto.  That alone should be cause for high praise.  “And when a guy had to miss practice, they called and let me know”, said Lamberto, who earned MVP seven times in his 18 year Delco league career.  “They were committed.”  This is why they’re not losers.  “To me, a loser is someone who gives up, quits,” Lamberto said.  “That’s a loser”.  These kids never quit.  We were down 10-0 in our first two or three games.  If they were going to quit, that’s when they would have done it.  They just would not have shown up, but that never happened.  We were never in danger of forfeiting.  They showed up for every game and gave us 100% every time they went out there”
“I told them after our last game that they earned our respect from the first day of practice” Lamberto said.  “They made it fun.  Sure, it was frustrating.  No one likes to lose, but these guys made it enjoyable because of the way they approached every game.  They were positive and upbeat all the time.”  “We never went out there to lose,” said infielder Vinny Gallo, who is a senior at Springfield.  “We went out there with the intention of winning every game.   That was our goal, it just didn’t work out.”  Yet the team never quit.  “A team would be up on us by 10 or 15 runs and their coach would ask us if we wanted to stop the game,” Gallo said.  “We always said ‘No,’’ because we wanted to keep playing.”   And they kept playing because they love the game, love competition, and enjoyed each other’s company.  That’s what kept them going through all the loses.  “Its baseball,” pitcher Stan Sauk Jr. said.  “These things happen.  All you can do is try your best.  It was disappointing, but we kept going because we all love to play baseball.”  “It was a fun team and that helped,” infielder Mike Morrissey said.  “The guys on the team made it fun.”

In the process, the players learned several valuable lessons.  Mostly what they learned was perseverance.  “I think all 16 of us are stronger players and stronger people because of this,” Gallo said.  “An experience like this can’t help but make you stronger.  And we’ll be a better team because of it.”  “I enjoyed every minute with these guys,” Lamberto said.  “We may not have won a game, but they’re not losers, not in my book.” 
