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BYLAWS

ST. BERNADETTE PARISH

CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION (CYO)

ARTICLE I:  NAME

The organization shall be known as the “St. Bernadette Catholic Youth Organization.”

ARTICLE II:  PURPOSE

Section 1:  The primary purpose of the Organization shall be to conduct the parish based youth programs at St. Bernadette that will foster personal and spiritual growth and commitment to the youth of the Parish.  

Section 2:  The Organization shall develop and provide the resources for the programs of its membership and address the needs of the youth involved in the program.

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP AND VOTING RIGHTS

Section 1:  Voting privileges shall be allotted to each parent or guardian of active participants in the programs of the organization and who are active members in good standing of the parish or who have students at the school.  Voting privileges shall also be allotted to St. Bernadette parishioners who volunteer their efforts as board members, commissioners, and coaches or those parishioners who organize CYO fundraising activities.  (Note: the above language is slightly modified (for clarity sake) from the original amendment voted and approved at the May 28, 1998 general meeting.  However, the intent of the bylaw in unaltered.  These minor wording changes are approved after consultation and review with Fr. Thompson).  

Section 2:  Only members as defined by the Bylaws of the Organization shall be eligible to vote and/or hold office in the Organization.  

ARTICLE IV:  DIRECTORS

Section 1:  The duties of the Directors will be to develop and implement the overall guidelines and philosophy for the CYO programs at St. Bernadette and to administratively manage the financial matters and facilities for the program operations.  

Section 2:  There will be five directors of the Organization and they shall consist of the following offices:  President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and one (1) At-Large Officer. 

Section 3:  The term of each director shall be for two years commencing at the conclusion of the Organization’s annual meeting.  

Section 4:  The directors, subsequent to the annual meeting, shall appoint the offices of President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and At-Large from the elected directors.

Section 5:  In the event of a vacancy in the office, nominations will be requested in accordance with the nomination process.  The President will then select a replacement that will fill the remainder of that officer’s term.  In the event of a vacancy in the office of the President, the Vice-President will succeed to that office and will serve the balance of the term in accordance with the above procedures.  If the vacancy occurs within ninety days of the next regularly scheduled annual meeting of the Organization, the President may elect to hold an election at the regularly scheduled annual meeting.  

ARTICLE V:  COMMISSIONERS

Section 1:  The directors shall appoint a commissioner for each of the programs and activities of the Organization who shall serve for a period of one year or until removed by the Board of Directors.  

Section 2:  The board shall appoint or seek volunteers to serve as commissioners.  All eligible voting members shall be eligible to serve as commissioners.  

Section 3:  The commissioners will be responsible for the development and administration of their program assuring the furtherance of the goals and primary objectives of the Organization as defined in Article 2.  

Section 4:  No director shall serve as a commissioner during his/her term of office.

ARTICLE VI:  NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION

Section 1:  Nominations will be accepted from a committee which shall consist of the directors and commissioners of each of the Organization’s programs to solicit nominations to the Board of Directors.

Section 2:  An election will be held at the annual meeting with the candidates who receive the most votes declared the winners.  In the case of a tie vote, a second vote shall be held.  In the case of a second tie vote, the highest designated elected officer shall be decided the winner.  

ARTICLE VII:  MEETINGS

Section 1:  The annual meeting of the Organization shall be held at the conclusion of the school year with the exact date set by the Board of Directors and announced thirty days in advance.  

Section 2:  The Board of Directors will also hold a meeting prior to the beginning of each program with the commissioner of those programs involved.  The meeting will review the program’s budget, philosophy and operation.

Section 3:  All meeting will be open to all eligible voting members.

Section 4:  A quorum at any meeting of the members of the Organization shall consist of two members of the Board of Directors and those members who are present.  

Section 5:  All eligible voters have the right to address the board at any meeting with such remarks being limited in time by the President or Chair of such meeting.

Section 6:  Notice of the annual meeting of the Organization shall be given through use of the parish bulletin and notices to school at least two weeks prior to such a meeting.

Section 7:  Prior to each major sport season the Board of Directors will hold an informational meeting with the parents, participants and others involved in the programs.  The meeting will be conducted by the commissioners of the programs to inform those attending about the goals, rules and expectations of the programs and to respond to questions.  

ARTICLE VIII:  CONDUCT OF THE ORGANIZATION

Section 1:  The Organization’s actions, programs and philosophy shall be in accordance with the Office of Youth Ministry/CYO and St. Bernadette Parish and any and all governing bylaws, policies and procedures.  

ARTICLE IX:  AMENDMENTS

Section 1:  These bylaws may be amended by an affirmative majority of the eligible voting members at the annual meeting of the Organization.

Section 2:  These bylaws shall be automatically amended if amendments in the bylaws of the Office of Youth Ministry/CYO or St. Bernadette Parish make such changes mandatory.

Section 3:  All proposed amendments to the bylaws shall be communicated to the Organization’s membership at least thirty days prior to the vote on the amendment.

ARTICLE X:  ADOPTION

Section 1:  The bylaws shall become effective upon a majority vote of the advisory board. 

