St. Joseph Boys Baseball

Rules for Minor Division
Little League rules are in effect with the following exceptions:

1. Continuous batting order (all players bat), regardless of whether they are in the defensive lineup or not.
2. Late arrivals go to the bottom of the order

3. Free substitution/re-entry, except for pitchers
4. Pitching rubber is to be set 40 feet from home plate.
5. Coaches from the team at bat are to pitch for at least the first 3 innings. A coach from the defensive team should be positioned near home plate to retrieve pitched balls if a catcher is not used.

6. Both called and swinging strikes count when a player is pitching. The coach from the batting team will call balls and strikes from the pitcher’s mound.
7. A player or players may pitch in the latter innings. If ball 4 is reached, the coach will assume the pitching duties for that batter. (We want to teach out pitchers to throw strikes and our batters to swing at strikes).
8. A player may advance as many bases as safely possible on a batted ball (until the ball is returned to the infield if batted to the outfield).

9. Players may not advance on overthrows.
10. Every player must play a minimum of 2 innings in the field. A maximum of 10 players may play the field at any time, or 9 if a catcher is not utilized (4 outfielders).
11. No score is kept.
12. The team at bat will be considered retired when any of the following occur:

· 3 outs are recorded

· 5 runs are scored

· All players have batted in the inning

13. Time limits – A new inning may not start once 1 hour and 45 minutes has passed from the game start time.
14. Any pitcher hitting 3 batters in a game or 2 batters in an inning must be removed from pitching. 
15. Pitchers are allowed no more than 5 warm-up pitches an inning.
16. Mandatory courtesy runner for catcher with 2 outs: last player retired must be the courtesy runner. Courtesy runner for catcher is optional with less than 2 outs. 
17. Equipment may not be thrown.
First offense - both teams warned

Second offense - player ejected from game
18. Bat throwing while swinging is not permitted

First offense - player warned

Second offense - player called out

19. No sliding of any kind is permitted. 

20. Only 3 certified coaches are allowed on field during game (1 manager, 2 coaches), and they are confined to the coaching boxes and dead ball area (or pitcher’s mound if pitching). If you have a scorekeeper they are confined to the dugout. 
21. All equipment must be kept behind the fence, off the playing field.
22. Only on deck batter with helmet on is allowed out of the dugout and in the "on -deck" area. 

23. Catcher must wear all protective gear - even during warm-ups.
24. Long pants only and athletic supporters are to be worn at all times, including at practices.
25. Glass bottles, cans, food, candy, and gum are not permitted in dugout and playing area. Players are only permitted to drink water/juice/Gatorade in plastic bottles.
26. No jewelry is permitted.
27. No smoking in dugout and playing areas.
28. Only players and certified coaches are permitted in playing area and dugouts. No parents or children are permitted in fenced areas behind backstop, in dugouts or in outfield for any reason (e.g., photos/video) – these are player-only areas.

29. All players must stay in dugout when not playing in field, batting, or on deck. 
30. All certified coaches are to submit their names to League Commissioner.
31. Any player fighting will be ejected and subject to disciplinary procedures.
32. All players are to wear uniforms properly. Hats brim forward, pants tucked in, pant legs down to contact socks.
33. All coaches are to help police dugouts and playing area for debris after games.

34. Home team managers are responsible for obtaining and returning any equipment and bases to the storage shed beneath the press box on the Major field.
35. Coaches of both teams of last game of the night on their scheduled field will drag infield/repair holes at pitcher’s mound and home plate areas. All equipment is to be returned to the storage shed beneath press box on Major field. Coaches on majors filed will be responsible for ensuring lights are turned off.

36. Foul and/or abusive language will not be tolerated (players, coaches or fans). Players and coaches will be subject to ejection from the game.  Fans will be removed from the complex. 

37. ABSOLUTELY NO PETS ARE ALLOWED ANYWHERE WITHIN THE COMPLEX AT ANY TIME. NO EXCEPTIONS.

