2004 Season in Review

Vanguards Fall in Opener
March 26, 2004 - -- The Vanguards opened their season with an 18-4 loss at the hands of Penncrest in a 5 inning affair. Only one way to go but up for Sun Valley as it opens its Del-Val league schedule this Tuesday at home against Academy Park. Game time - 3:30.
--JV wins 6-1 as solid pitching and timely hitting get the season off to a good start.
Varsity (0-1), JV (1-0)


Sun Valley Bounces Back
March 31, 2004 - -- On a cold and rainy Tuesday, Sun Valley's varsity opened Del-Val League play with a 6-1, 6-inning victory over Academy Park. Next up is league-rival Harriton away on Thursday. Harriton is considered by many to be the favorite to win the league this year. Game time - 3:45.
--The JV opened up a tight contest with 11 runs in the 5th inning for a 19-9, 5-inning victory.
Varsity (1-0 league, 1-1 overall), JV (1-0 league, 2-0 overall)

Rough Start Dooms Vanguards
April 6, 2004 - -- A rough first inning saw the Vanguards down 5-1 after one and things didn't get much better in a 10-2 loss at Garnet Valley. Sun Valley managed just 3 hits in blustery conditions and fell to 1-2 on the season. Next up - Tuesday, April 13 away at Chichester. Game time - 3:30 p.m.
Varsity (1-0 league, 1-2 overall)

Vanguards down Clippers
April 15, 2004 - -- The Vanguards started quickly after a nine day layoff and put 4 on the board in the first inning as Sun Valley defeated Chester 10-1. Vanguard pitchers surrendered just one hit in the victory. 
Varsity (2-0 league, 2-2 overall)


Vanguards Topple Bucs
April 20, 2004 - -- In a matchup of 2-0 teams atop the Del-Val, Sun Valley picked up the big league win, 6-1. Sun Valley plated 2 runs in the second, 1 run in the third, and 3 in the fifth to take a 6 run lead. Interboro plated one in the seventh to break up Sun Valley's bid for a shutout.
--The JV team suffered its first setback of the season. Costly mistakes in the field led to a 5-0 deficit, which was ultimately too much to overcome. Final score - Interboro 9 Sun Valley 8 
Varsity (3-0 League, 3-2 Overall), JV (1-1 League, 2-1 Overall)

Vanguards Down Glen Mills
April 22, 2004 - -- Sun Valley broke open a tight game with 6 runs in the third and 5 runs in the fourth to cruise to a 13-2, 5 inning victory over Glen Mills. The win propels Sun Valley into first place as they now sit alone atop the Del-Val standings at 4-0.
--The JV had 5 of its first 6 hitters score in the first as they opened up a 5-0 lead and defeated Glen Mills, 9-3.
Varsity (4-0 league, 4-2 overall) JV (2-1 league, 3-1 overall)


Sun Valley Beats Penn Wood
April 27, 2004 - -- Sun Valley moved to 5-0 in the league with a 14-0, 5-inning victory on Tuesday afternoon. 2 runs in the first followed by a 7 run outburst in the second staked the Vanguards to a 9-0 league. 5 more runs in the fourth sealed the deal as three pitchers combined on the shutout. Next up, league rival Harriton as Sun Valley travels to the Main Line for the 3:45 game Wednesday afternoon.
--The JV game with Penn Wood was cancelled due to field conditions
Varsity (5-0 league, 5-2 overall) 


Harriton Hands Vanguards First League Loss
April 28, 2004 - -- Harriton was on its game and Sun Valley was not as the Rams handed Sun Valley its first league loss of the season, 7-2. After a scoreless first inning, Sun Valley plated one in the second for a 1-0 lead. Harriton quickly responded with two runs in the second to take a 2-1 lead. It was a lead they would not relinquish as Harriton cruised to the victory behind solid pitching and outstanding defense. Not much time for Sun Valley to think about the loss as next up for the Vanguards is a match up at Academy Park on Thursday. Game time - 3:30.
--The JV team, having to wait until Friday to make up the game, fell behind early, 3-1. However, a run in the second, followed by five runs in the third, and an eleven run explosion in the fourth quickly turned the game into a 4-inning, 18-3 victory.
Varsity (5-1 league, 5-3 overall), JV (4-1 league, 5-1 overall)


Vanguards Bats Wake Up In Defeat of Academy Park
The Vanguards were victorious, 12-0, Thursday at Academy Park. The bats that were silent Wednesday came alive as, up and down the lineup, Sun Valley hitters pounded out hit after hit. Next up for the Vanguards, a rematch against Harriton at home on Monday. Monday's winner will take over sole possession of first place in the Del-Val League. Game time - 3:45.
--The JV used solid defense and pitching, and moved runners along effectively in a 5-0 victory over Academy Park. Next up - a make-up game at Harriton on Friday. Game time - 3:45.
Varsity (6-1 league, 6-3 overall), JV (3-1 league, 4-1 overall) 


Harriton Downs Vanguards Again
May 4, 2004 - -- Another slow start hurt the Vanguards as Harriton prevailed over Sun Valley at home on Tuesday, 11-6. Harriton broke the game open early with 6 runs in the first inning. The Sun Valley bats came alive, scoring 3 runs in the third and 2 runs in the fourth to make it a 6-5 contest. Unfortunately for the Vanguards, another big inning by Harriton, fueled by a two-out rally enabled the Rams to score 5 runs, taking an 11-5 lead. Sun Valley plated a single run in the seventh inning to finish out the scoring. Next up for the Vanguards is Chichester tomorrow @ Sun Valley. Game time - 3:30.
--The JV game was cancelled due to poor field conditions.
Varsity (6-2 league, 6-4 overall)


Vanguards Rebound Against Chichester
May 5, 2004 - -- The Vanguards bounced back from a second league loss on Tuesday for a 4-1 victory against Chichester Wednesday. Once again finding themselves down, 1-0, after the top of the first, Sun Valley plated two runs in the bottom of the first. It was all the scoring Sun Valley needed. A single run in both the second and third innings provided some breathing room as the Vanguards shut down Chichester the rest of the way. Next up for Sun Valley is Chester away on Friday. Game time - 3:30.
--The JV once again had their offense in gear as they beat Chichester by a score of 10-3. Down 3-1 heading into the bottom of the fourth, Sun Valley batted around, plating 5 runs for a 6-3 lead. A single run in the fifth, followed by 2 runs in the sixth rounded out the scoring.
Varsity (7-2 league, 7-4 overall) JV (5-1 league, 6-1 overall)

Vanguard Bats Ignite Big Win
May 11, 2004 - -- The Vanguard bats came out on fire against Interboro on Tuesday, allowing all to contribute to a 15-2 win against the Bucs. Up and down the lineup, starters and reserves all came up with key hits as the Vanguards batted around in both the second and sixth innings. Ten different players collected hits and eight collected RBIs in the league win.
--The JV pecked away at Interboro for an 8-0 lead after 4 innings before putting 7 on the board in the fifth for a 15-0 lead. A late Interboro rally came up short as Sun Valley won 15-9.
Varsity (8-2 league, 8-4 overall), JV (6-1 league, 7-1 overall)


Vanguards Pull Out Squeaker
May 13, 2004 - -- The first batter of the game scored for the Vanguards and it was all they would need as Sun Valley beat the Battlin' Bulls of Glen Mills, 1-0, on Thursday. A solid pitching and defensive effort, highlighted by a game-saving diving catch in left field with 2 outs in the bottom of the seventh, were the name of the game. The win moves Sun Valley back into sole possession of first place in the Del-Val at 9-2 (Harriton stands at 9-3). Next up for the Vanguards is a non-league contest against Bishop Shanahan tomorrow, May 14th, @ 3:30.
--The JV team was again the beneficiary of a solid pitching performance as they plated 2 in the first and 2 in the second on their way to a 7-0 victory over Glen Mills.
Varsity (9-2 league, 9-4 overall), JV (7-1 league, 8-1 overall)
Shanahan Drops Vanguards
May 14, 2004 - -- Friday's contest against Bishop Shanahan was a lopsided one as the Vanguards dropped a 13-1 five-inning decision to Bishop Shanahan. Shanahan plated 5 in the first and 4 in the second for a 9-1 lead after two and never looked back. Next up in the last week of league play before playoffs is Penn Wood away on Monday. Game time - 3:30
--The JV dropped a 6-5 decision to Shanahan on Friday. Errors at key times in the game cost the Vanguards as they outhit Shanahan 9 to 6, as 9 different Sun Valley players collected hits. All 6 of Shanahan's runs were unearned.
Varsity (9-2 league, 9-5 overall), JV (7-1 league, 8-2 overall)


Sun Valley Rolls Over Penn Wood
May 17, 2004 - -- Monday's contest against Penn Wood saw the Vanguards on the winning end of a 12-0, 5 contest. The Vanguards led 12-0 after two innings and coasted to the Del-Val victory, maintaining their place at the top of the standings. Next up for Sun Valley is a huge Del-Val showdown tomorrow (Tuesday, May 18th) at Chichester. Game time is 3:30 p.m.
--The JV team scored 22 runs in the first inning of a 3 inning, 29-0 victory over Penn Wood.
Varsity (10-2 league, 10-5 overall), JV (8-1 league, 9-2 overall)


Sun Valley - Chichester Decision Handed Down
May 19, 2004 - -- A slow start to the game against Chichester on Tuesday saw the Vanguards down 3-0 after 1 inning. Sun Valley trailed 5-2 entering the top of the seventh before finally waking up and mounting a comeback. Two consecutive singles to lead off the seventh started the rally and two batters later, a 3-run home run tied the game at 5-5. The Vanguards plated one more in the inning to take a 6-5 lead. With two outs, and the score 6-5 in favor of Sun Valley, lightning and heavy rain came forcing the game to be halted. A ruling by PIAA was made on Wednesday morning. The game, because it was official, reverts back to the end of inning six. Consequently, Chichester wins the game by a score of 5-2. The Vanguards can still grab a share of the Del-Val title with a victory Thursday at Chester.

Sun Valley Grabs Share of Del-Val Title
May 20, 2004 - -- A visit to Chester Thursday provided a lift after Wednesday's disappointing verdict by the PIAA concerning Tuesday's Chichester game. 3 runs in the first inning were all the Vanguards would need as they rolled to a 9-1 victory. The win clinches at least a share of the Del-Val title with Harriton, pending Harriton's game vs. Interboro today. The title is the 3rd straight for Sun Valley and the fourth in the last 5 years.
Varsity (11-3 league, 11-6 overall)


District Playoff Seeds Announced
May 20, 2004 - -- The District One Playoff Committee held its meeting tonight, and Sun Valley has drawn the #5 seed in AAA. The Vanguards will face off against #28 seed Perkiomen Valley on Monday, May 24th, at home. Game time - 4:00. Perkiomen Valley and Sun Valley last squared off in the first round of the District One playoffs in 2000, with the Vanguards picking up a 3-0 victory. Come out and support the Vanguards on Monday, and help to make Jim Buggy Field a true home field advantage!

Perkiomen Valley Bounces Vanguards
May 24, 2005 - -- Perkiomen Valley put an end to Sun Valley's season prematurely on Monday as they beat the #5 seeded Vanguards 13-5. It was a scene all too familiar for Sun Valley as they found themselves down 4-0 after the top of the first inning. Sun Valley battled back quickly to score two runs in the bottom of the inning to cut the lead in half. As the teams traded runs in the middle innings Sun Valley still found themselves down 6-4 after 5 innings. Unfortunately, the sixth inning was not kind to the Vanguards as Perkiomen Valley plated 7 runs to all but seal the deal in taking a 13-4 lead. A single run via the long ball in the top of the sixth was all the Vanguards could muster the rest of the way as the season came to an end for Sun Valley. Congratulations to all on a great season and good luck to this year's graduating seniors - Dave Bush, Steve Doyle, George Fields, John Gizzio, and Chris Vandeboe.
Final Record (11-3 league, 11-7 overall)


Carpenter Cup Roster Announced
May 31, 2004 - -- Congratulations to Lou Baldini for making this year's Delaware County Carpenter Cup team. Baldini will be returning for his second year on the tournament team. Last year he joined 4 other Vanguards on the tournament semi-finalist squad.

Delaware County will play their first game on Tuesday, June 15. The game will be played against Delaware North. Game 1 will be held at the University of Pennsylvania's baseball field. The third and fourth round (tournament final) will be held at Philadelphia's new Citizens' Bank Park.

Five Vanguards Grab All-Delco Honors
June 15, 2004 - -- The 2004 All-Delco Baseball Team was announced Tuesday, as selected by the Delaware County Daily Times. Five Vanguards were recognized for their outstanding seasons. Sophomore Lou Baldini was named to the second team as an infielder. Earning honorable mention recognition were fellow sophomore John Plasha, junior Kevin Bluzard, and seniors Dave Bush and George Fields. Congratulations to all players on their achievements.

