2006 Season in Review

2006 Captains Named
March 22, 2006 - -- Congratulations go out to Lou Baldini, TJ Chism, Phil Cresta, and John Plasha on their selections as team captains for the 2006 baseball season. Including this season, the quartet has a combined 12 years of varsity experience.

Sun Valley-Strath Haven Game Ends In Tie
March 24, 2006 - -- Sun Valley opened its 2006 season with a 5-5 tie with Strath Haven. The game was called after seven innings due to darkness. Sun Valley started strong, scoring three runs in the bottom of the first to take a 3-0 lead. However, a resiliant Strath Haven team battled back from a 5-2 deficit in the top of the seventh to tie the game. TJ Chism threw four strong innings, struck out 10, and was 2 for 3 at the plate. Sun Valley opens its league season on Tuesday with a home game against Academy Park.

Vanguards Win Del-Val Opener
March 28, 2006 - -- Sun Valley opened its Del-Val League season with a 5-inning 11-0 victory over Academy Park. Sun Valley jumped out to a 10-0 lead with 10 first inning runs. Eight different Vanguards collected RBIs and Lou Baldini connected for a three-run home run as Sun Valley sent 13 batters to the plate in the first. Nick Noles pitched three shutout innings and Mark Ross came in and finished the job with two scoreless innnings on the mound.

Sun Valley Defeats Bucs
March 30, 2006 - -- A balanced Sun Valley offense quickly turned a 2-0 deficit into a 10-2 lead as the Vanguards plated 7 runs in the second and 3 in the third on their way to a 12-7 victory over Interboro Thursday. Seven different Vanguards picked up RBIs, highlighted by Chris Kerstetter's three-run home run in the third. TJ Chism picked up the win on the mound with relief from Chris Noles and Phil Cresta as the Vanguard pitching limited Interboro to two hits on the day.

Sun Valley Defeats Harriton
April 4, 2006 - -- Sun Valley shook off a pesky Harriton team with an 8-1 victory on the road on Tuesday. Phil Cresta picked up the win on the mound with four strong innings, while Mark Ross followed him with three strong innings to close out the deal. Offensively, Chris Kerstetter paced Sun Valley with three hits and two RBIs, TJ Chism was 2 for 2 with 3 runs scored and 2 walks. Phil Cresta and Chris Noles each added 2 RBIs. The teams traded runs in the second inning before Sun Valley picked up single runs in the 4th, 5th, and 6th. Four runs in the last frame provided some needed insurance for the Vanguards who are set for an early season test on the road against Chichester on Thursday. Both teams sit atop the league standings with 3-0 records. Game time is 3:30 p.m.

Chichester Downs Sun Valley
April 6, 2006 - -- In an early season Del-Val showdown, Chichester beat Sun Valley on Thursday by a score of 7-5. A second-inning home run by Dan King gave the visiting Vanguards an early 2-0 lead. Chichester knotted the score at two in the bottom half of the inning before taking advantage of a series of Sun Valley errors in the fourth to take a 5-2 lead. A single run by the Vanguards in the 5th made it 5-3, but Chichester responded again in their half of the 5th with two runs to take a 7-3 lead. Two runs in the sixth for the visiting Vanguards made it a 7-5 game, but that was as close as Sun Valley would get as a 7th inning rally was thwarted by the home Eagles.

Sun Valley Bounces Back
April 7, 2006 - -- Sun Valley responded to a disappointing loss to Chichester on Thursday with an exciting 9-inning 3-2 non-league victory over Haverford on Friday. The game was scoreless until the 5th inning when Sun Valley manufactured the first run of the game. Haverford responded with a run in the sixth to tie the game. Neither team scored in the 7th or 8th innings and the game headed to the 9th tied 1-1. Haverford picked up a single run in the top half of the 9th, setting the stage for Andy Hoot to tie the game with an RBI single, his second RBI of the game. Chris Kerstetter then responded with a walk-off single, his third hit of the game, off the outfield fence to complete the comeback. Chris Noles pitched 5 shutout innings and was followed by 4 strong innings of relief from Phil Cresta.

Vanguards Topple Bulls
April 11, 2006 - -- Sun Valley defeated Glen Mills by a score of 12-1 on Tuesday in a game that lasted 6 innings. TJ Chism was dominant on the mound, surrending only 1 unearned run on 1 infield hit in the fourth inning, while striking out 12 Battlin' Bulls. The Vanguards plated 6 runs in the fourth, a single run in the fifth, and put the game to rest in the sixth with 5 runs before the second out was recorded by Glen Mills. Lou Baldini collected 3 hits, while both Chris Kerstetter (3-run HR) and Chism (2-run HR) homered in the Vanguard half of the sixth. Chism's ended the game as the 11th and 12th runs crossed the plate.

Sun Valley Takes Care of Chester
April 20, 2006 - -- Dominant pitching was again on the day's agenda for Sun Valley as TJ Chism (3 innings) and Mark Ross (2 innings) combined on a 5-inning no-hitter in the Vanguards' defeat of Chester 10-0 Thursday. Chism fanned 8 Ross fanned 4 in the victory. Chester's only baserunners were courtesy of two walks and two Sun Valley errors. The Vanguards scored 1 in the first, 7 in the second, and finished the game with 2 runs in the fifth. Phil Cresta collected two RBIs and Danny King and Chris Kerstetter each scored two runs in the win. Next up is Sun Valley's first 3-game week of the season with a home game against Penn Wood Tuesday, an away contest with Academy Park Thursday, and a tough non-league game at Penncrest on Friday.

Vanguards Pound Penn Wood
April 25, 2006 - -- Sun Valley pounded Penn Wood 15-0 in 4 innings on Tuesday as Nick and Chris Noles combined on the 2-hit shutout. The game saw the long-awaited return to the lineup of John Plasha, who walked in his first at-bat and hit a home run to right-center field in his second at-bat of the season. TJ Chism doubled and also homered to deep right field, Andy Hoot collected two hits, and Phil Cresta also was 2 for 2 on the day. Nine different Vanguards collected RBIs and eleven players scored runs in the win. 

Sun Valley opens its second half of the league season on Thursday at Academy Park. The Vanguards sit in second place in the league at 6-1 - one game behind undefeated Chichester.

Sun Valley Defeats Academy Park
April 27, 2006 - -- Phil Cresta (4 innings) and Ed Toy (1 inning) combined to shutout Academy Park 12-0 on Thursday in the Vanguards' first league contest of the second half of the season. Cresta also led the way at the plate going 3 for 4 with a pair of RBIs. John Plasha had a bases loaded, bases clearing triple, TJ Chism had a pair of hits and 3 RBIs, Mark Ross added a pair of hits, and Bob Westbrook scored 3 runs out of the leadoff spot to pace the Vanguards offensively. Next up is a non-league contest at Central League foe Penncrest on Friday. Game time is set for 3:45.

Vanguards Hang On For Win Over Penncrest...Barely
April 28, 2006 - -- What started out as a dominating performance by Sun Valley turned into a nail-biter for the Vanguards Friday as they squeaked by a relentless Penncrest squad 12-11. Sun Valley scored 4 in the first, 5 in the fourth, and 2 more in the fifth to take an 11-0 lead over the Lions. However, down 11-0 with 2 outs in the fifth, the floodgates opened for Penncrest as some shaky Sun Valley defense opened the door for 3 Penncrest runs to continue the game. Sun Valley tacked on another run in the 6th to take a 12-3 lead, but the Lions' surge continued in the bottom half of the inning. 12 batters 8 runs, and some more shaky defense later, Penncrest had cut the deficit to 12-11. Penncrest loaded the bases again in the seventh before Sun Valley finally shut the door.

Huge Week For Sun Valley
April 30, 2006 - -- Sun Valley heads into by far its most important week of the season this week as it'll face off against league contenders Interboro (away) on Monday, Harriton (home) on Wednesday, and Chichester (home) on Thursday. Come out and support the Vanguards at home on Wednesday and Thursday. Both game times are 3:45.

A Del-Val League Championship will most likely be decided this week.

Sun Valley Beats Bucs
May 1, 2006 - -- A masterful performance on the mound by Phil Cresta Monday resulted in a big 6-2 win over Interboro to get Sun Valley off to a great start in their biggest week of the league season. Cresta scattered 5 hits and struck out 11 Interboro batters, while surrending two walks and one earned run in the complete game performance. The two teams traded runs in the first after an RBI double by John Plasha. Lou Baldini tripled home the go-ahead run in the third inning, putting the Vanguards up 2-1. Then, with the score still 2-1, Chris Kerstetter connected for the big hit of the game with a two-out bases loaded, bases clearing double to break open a 2-1 game in the 4th inning. While Interboro added a solo run in their half of the 4th, TJ Chism countered that as he added a solo home run in the 5th for an insurance run to round out the game's scoring. Next up for Sun Valley is a home date with the Harriton Rams on Wednesday at 3:45. Come out and support the Vanguards!

Rams fall to Vanguards
May 3, 2006 - -- In another must-win game Wednesday, Sun Valley defeated Harriton by a score of 13-6. The Vanguards were the beneficiaries of a balanced offensive attack, scoring runs in each inning with 1 in the first, 1 in the second, 3 in the third, 3 in the fourth, 2 in the fifth, and 3 in the sixth. John Plasha was 2 for 2 on the day with 2 walks and 4 RBIs, Phil Cresta had 2 hits and 2 RBIs, Dan King was 2 for 3 with 2 triples and an RBI, and Eric Breeden hit a 2-run home run to pace the Sun Valley offense. Nick Noles picked up the win on the mound in relief as he allowed just three hits and struck out 6 in 4 2/3 innings of work. 

The win sets up a highly anticipated showdown for first place at home on Thursday against Chichester at 3:45. Sun Valley will be looking to rebound from its only loss of the season, a 7-5 defeat at the hands of Chichester one month ago. The two teams are tied for first place with identical 9-1 records in the Del-Val League race. The winner of Thursday's game puts itself in the frontrunner position for the league's lone guaranteed playoff spot. Come out and support the Vanguards!

Battle For Top Spot Goes To Sun Valley
May 4, 2006 - -- It was a playoff atmosphere for Sun Valley's showdown with Chichester on Thursday as the Vanguards were victorious in a heart-stopping 6-5 baseball game. The win puts Sun Valley alone atop the Del-Val standings with a 10-1 league record as Chichester drops to 9-2. TJ Chism was the winning pitcher in throwing five solid innings and avenging his and the team's only loss of the season. Chris Noles provided clutch relief help in the form of 2 solid innings, shutting the Eagles down after 3 runs had crossed the plate without an out in the 6th inning. He allowed a lone run in the seventh. Bob Westbrook's diving catch in left-center with one out took a Chichester extra base hit away and turned it into a sacrifice fly for the second out of the seventh inning.

Offensively, the Vanguards were led by the timely hitting of Phil Cresta. Cresta delivered a two out, two run double in the fourth to turn the tide of the game and turn a 1-0 deficit into a 2-1 lead and added an RBI single in the fifth inning. Additionally, TJ Chism added two hits, two runs scored, and an RBI, Lou Baldini added a hit and RBI, and Ed Toy, Chris Kerstetter, and Nick Noles all added hits on the day. 

Next up for Sun Valley is their one and only four game week of the season as they will travel to Bishop Shanahan on Monday, Glen Mills on Tuesday, Chester on Thursday, and Malvern Prep on Saturday afternoon in a 2:00 game.

Vanguards Win Nonleague Contest
May 8, 2006 - -- Sun Valley used a strong start (3 runs in the first and 2 in the second) to pick up its tenth win in a row with an 8-2 victory over Bishop Shanahan on Monday. Sun Valley used a balance offensive attack and solid pitching from starter Nick Noles and closer TJ Chism to defeat the Eagles for the first time in the last four games between the two squads. Noles pitched six strong innings, striking out 8 and surrending just 4 hits, while Chism came in to pitch a 1-2-3 seventh inning, striking out 2. Leading the way offensively for Sun Valley were John Plasha (2 hits, 1 RBI), and Chris Kerstetter, Chris Noles, Phil Cresta, and Mark Ross who each colleceted a hit and an RBI on the day. Next up is a league contest Tuesday at Glen Mills, a venue that has given Sun Valley fits over the years. Game time is 3:30 p.m.

Sun Valley Starts Slowly...Finishes Strongly
May 9, 2006 - -- Sun Valley topped Glen Mills by a score of 14-4 Tuesday as the Vanguard bats finally awoke in the third inning in the five-inning affair. Phil Cresta pitched all five innings, scattering 7 hits and surrending four runs while striking out 6. Sun Valley had two big innings, scoring 7 runs in the third and 5 in the fifth. It was another balanced day offensively for the Vanguards as all 9 starters collected hits and scored runs, while 8 different players collected RBIs. Lou Baldini led the way with a 2 for 2 day with five RBIs, including a three-run home run in the fifth inning. Chris Kerstetter, John Plasha, and John Speakman each had two hits on the afternoon. Next up for Sun Valley is a league contest at Chester on Thursday. Game time is 3:30 p.m.

Vanguards Defeat Clippers
May 11, 2006 - -- Sun Valley defeated Chester by a score of 17-2 in 5 innings Thursday to move to 12-1 in Del-Val League play and 15-1-1 overall. The Vanguards were held scoreless in inning one before scoring 4 runs in the second, 6 in the third, 4 in the fourth, and 3 in the fifth to round out the scoring. 17 different Vanguards saw action Thursday as Sun Valley pounded out 16 hits. 11 different players collected hits and 8 different players drove in runs. Mark Ross started the game on the mound (2 innings) and Steve Shrader finished the game up with 3 innings of work. Next up for Sun Valley is a major non-league test on Saturday at Malvern Prep. Game time is 2:00 p.m.

Friars Hand Vanguards Second Loss
May 13, 2006 - -- Malvern Prep opened an early 5-0 lead on Sun Valley, the Vanguards battled back, but ultimately fell 5-4 at the hands of the Friars in a non-league contest Saturday. The loss was the second of the season against 15 wins and a tie for Sun Valley. Malvern scored a run in the first, 3 in the second, and 1 in the third before Sun Valley added 2 in the fourth, 1 in the fifth, and 1 in the sixth to close the gap to one. Sun Valley stranded runners in each of the last four innings in the well-played contest. Sun Valley outhit the Friars (7 to 4) and played flawless defensively in the contest. Phil Cresta led the way offensively with 2 hits and 2 RBIs and Mark Ross and John Speakman each added RBIs. TJ Chism started the game and struck out 6 and Phil Cresta went six up and six down in the fifth and sixth innings on the hill. Next week brings an end to the Vanguards league season with an away game against Penn Wood on Thursday and a non-league contest at Neumann College against Monsignor Bonner on Friday. The playoff seeding meeting is Thursday night as the District One playoffs begin next week.

Vanguards Beat Penn Wood To Clinch Del-Val Title
May 18, 2006 - -- Sun Valley defeated Penn Wood by a score of 7-0 on Thursday to clinch its 5th straight Del-Val Baseball Championship. Nick Noles, Phil Cresta, Pat Sheridan, and Steve Shrader shared the pitching duties as they limited Penn Wood to two hits. Phil Cresta picked up 2 RBIs offensively for Sun Valley. Next up is the regular season finale against Bonner at Neumann College on Friday. Game time is 3:30 p.m.

Playoff Seedings Announced
2006 District One Brackets The district one baseball playoff seedings have been announced. For the second straight year, courtesy of their 13-1 league record, Sun Valley has earned the North's #1 seed. Sun Valley will face the winner of the Great Valley/Lansdale Catholic match-up. Click the link above left for the 2006 A, AA, AAA, and AAAA brackets.

Vanguards Defeated in Regular Season Finale
May 19, 2005 - -- For the second time in 7 days, Sun Valley found themselves on the short end of a nonleague contest, losing 4-3 to Bonner on Friday. Sun Valley scored 3 runs in the 4th inning to take a 3-0 lead. However, that would be all the scoring Sun Valley would do. An unearned run in the 5th made it a 3-1 game as Sun Valley maintained the lead heading into the bottom half of the seventh. Bonner came alive in the seventh behind 3 hits and 3 walks to pull out the 4-3 victory. TJ Chism pitched 5 strong innings, striking out 12 and scattering 5 hits. John Plasha (RBI double) and Lou Baldini had the only hits on the day for Sun Valley. Sun Valley ends its regular season with a 16-3-1 mark.

Next up for Sun Valley is a second round playoff game on Thursday at home against the winner of the Great Valley/Lansdale Catholic contest. Game time is 4:00. Come out and show your support for the Vanguards as they head into the playoffs.

Playoff Matchup Set
May 23, 2006 - -- Sun Valley's second round opponent in the PIAA District One AAA playoffs has been determined. By virtue of a 19-16, 8-inning victory Tuesday over Great Valley, Lansdale Catholic will oppose the Vanguards on Thursday at home at Buggy Field. Game time is 4:00 p.m. Come out and support the Vanguards as they begin playoff action!!!!

Carpenter Cup Team Announced
May 28, 2006 - -- Lou Baldini (4th time), TJ Chism (2nd time), John Plasha (2nd time), and Phil Cresta (1st time) have all been selected as participants on the 2006 Delaware County Carpenter Cup team. See the link left for more details (game dates, game times, game locations, and roster) as the Delaware County team looks to win its first-ever Carpenter Cup championship. The team advanced to the finals last year for the first time.


Vanguards Advance In Playoff Action
May 25, 2006 - -- A large crowd at Buggy Field was treated to a great baseball game Thursday as Sun Valley advanced with a 4-3 victory over Lansdale Catholic. TJ Chism picked up the win on the mound, going six strong innings, striking out 9, and surrending 2 earned runs before Nick Noles came on to shut things down in the seventh. Steve Shrader knotted the game at 1 with a clutch, 2-out RBI single in the fourth before Phil Cresta came through again in the clutch with a single in the sixth that plated two. An infield single by Nick Noles followed Cresta with one out in the sixth to make the score 4-1. Lansdale Catholic rallied in the seventh, plating 2 runs on a home run, a walk, a hit batter, and an error. Sun Valley advances to play the Upper Moreland in next Tuesday's District One AAA semifinal. Upper Moreland was a 12-3 winner over Unionville today. The winner of the Sun Valley-Upper Moreland contest earns an automatic bid to the state tournament and a berth in the District One Final. Game time will be 4:00 p.m. Details on a game site will follow.

Game Site Announced
May 27, 2006 - -- Tuesday's District Semifinal contest against Upper Moreland will be played at Ursinus College (Collegeville, PA), as was announced Friday evening. Game time is 4:00 p.m. Tuesday's winner is guaranteed a spot in the 2006 PIAA state playoffs. Come out and support the Vanguards!

Barrett All-Star Game Rosters Set
May 30, 2006 - -- The Joseph J. Barrett Memorial All-Star Game will be played on Saturday, June 3rd @ 12:00 p.m. at Glen Mills. The all-star game will feature seniors John Plasha, Lou Baldini, and TJ Chism from Sun Valley. The game pits the all-star seniors of the Central League, Archbishop Carroll, and Cardinal O'Hara against the all-star seniors of the Del-Val League and Garnet Valley, Monsignor Bonner, The Christian Academy, and Malvern Prep. Prior to the first pitch, two memorial scholarships will be handed out to two deserving seniors, along with the John Mooney Coach of the Year Award, and the Cakey Dougherty/Jumbo Faulkner Memorial Award, which goes to the top pitcher in the county.

Vanguards to the Title Game and the PIAA State Tournament Again
May 30, 2006 - -- Phil Cresta was dominating on the mound again in a huge game as Sun Valley advanced to the PIAA District One AAA Final for the second straight year with an 11-2 win over Upper Moreland. The win guarantees the Vanguards a spot in the PIAA State Tournament. A balanced offensive attack supported Cresta who struck out 10 in the complete-game victory. Chris Kerstetter collected 3 hits and Cresta (3 RBIs) and Lou Baldini each added two. John Speakman added two RBIs, as did Baldini, Steve Shrader, and Bob Westbrook. The District One AAA final will match the Vanguards up with Upper Perkiomen, who emerged from the other side of the bracket with 3 impressive wins over Garnet Valley, Holy Ghost, and Chichester. Game time is 4:00 on Thursday at a site yet to be determined.

District One Title Game Location Set
May 31, 2006 - -- Thursday's PIAA District One AAA title game will be played at the same site of Sun Valley's semifinal contest - Ursinus College. Sun Valley will face off with Upper Perkiomen in a 4:00 contest. Click the above link for directions.

Upper Perkiomen Defeats Vanguards to Win Crown
June 1, 2006 - -- Sun Valley fell victim to a hot Upper Perkiomen team in the District One AAA Championship game by a score of 8-2 Thursday at Ursinus College. The loss means the Vanguards will be hitting the road for their first round PIAA state tournament matchup against the champion from District 3 on Monday at 4:00. More details will follow when a game location and opponent are known.

State Playoff Opponent/Location Set
June 2, 2006 - -- As was announced Friday, Sun Valley will face off on Monday in round 1 of the 2006 PIAA state playoffs against Susquehannock High School at Northern York High School in Dillsburg, PA, at 4:00. Susquehannock captured the District 3 AAA crown with a 3-2 victory on Thursday evening over Northern.

State Title Hopes Continue
June 5, 2006 - -- Sun Valley defeated District 3 champion Susquehannock by a score of 7-2 on Monday as the Vanguards picked up the program's first victory at the state playoff level. 


Sun Valley will hit the road again on Thursday as they take on District 4 Champion Jersey Shore at 4:00 at a site to be determined. Jersey Shore defeated District 2 Champion Pittston Area by a score of 3-2 Monday.

Round 2 Time/Location Set
June 6, 2006 - -- Thursday's PIAA 'AAA' round 2 match up for Sun Valley is set. The game will be the second half a double header at Pine Grove High School in Pine Grove, PA at 5:00 on Thursday evening. The Vanguards will take on Jersey Shore High School in the contest.

Sun Valley Moves on After Long Night
June 8, 2006 - -- An original 5:00 p.m. start turned into an 8:30 p.m. start Thursday night as the Sun Valley Vanguards moved on to the PIAA AAA state tournament semifinals with a 4-0 victory over Jersey Shore. The Vanguards started early and plated their first three batters of the game. Vanguard pitching was dominant as Phil Cresta and TJ Chism once again teamed up to shut down Jersey Shore. The two seniors limited Jersey Shore to 2 hits and struck out 12 on the night. 

Semifinal Game Time/Location Set
June 9, 2006 - -- The Sun Valley Vanguards will continue their quest for a PIAA state championship on Monday evening at War Memorial Field in Ephrata, PA at 6:00 p.m. against District 3 Runner-Up Northern High School. The field is located behind Ephrata High School. The 6:00 contest is the second half of a A/AAA doubleheader. Make the short trip out and cheer on the Vanguards as they look for Delaware County's first-ever spot in the PIAA State Baseball Final!

Trip To Altoona Is In The Cards For Sun Valley
June 12, 2006 - -- Sun Valley is headed to Altoona for a 2:00 Saturday afternoon State Championship showdown with Pine-Richland by virtue of its 2-1 victory in the semifinals over Northern Monday night. Phil Cresta and TJ Chism again combined on a 2-hit gem as Sun Valley scored two in the first on a Chism 2-run home run and held on for the huge win in a well-played, fast-moving high school baseball game. The win ensures the first-ever Delaware County entrant into a state baseball championship game. 

State Championship Odds And Ends
June 15, 2006 - -- Sun Valley will square off with district 7 champion Pine-Richland in the PIAA 'AAA' state championship final Saturday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. in Altoona at Blair County Ballpark, home of the Altoona Curve. Tickets for the PIAA championship contest will be $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for students. 

The game will be televised on PCN (Pennsylvania Cable Network) with same day, tape-delayed coverage at 10:30 p.m. Saturday night. The replay will air again on PCN early Monday (June 19th) morning at 2:30 a.m. Click here for details: PCN Coverage

The Sun Valley Team will depart at 5:00 Friday evening. A pep rally will be held at 4:30 Friday afternoon prior to the team departing. Feel free to come out and be a part of the pep rally as the Vanguards depart for Altoona.

So Close...Sun Valley is 2006 PIAA Baseball Runner-Up
June 17, 2006 - -- A magical run through the district and state playoffs was finally laid to rest on Saturday as the 2006 Sun Valley Vanguards fell to Pine-Richland, 4-0, in the last high school baseball game played in the state of Pennsylvania in 2006. The state championship contest, played at the home of the Altoona Curve, Blair County Ballpark, provided a great atmosphere and was the culmination of what will turn out to be a lifelong's worth of memories for the 2006 Vanguards. 

Pine-Richland jumped out to an early 3-0 lead in the top of the first as they capitalized on two Sun Valley errors. A single run in the seventh provided further insurance for Pine-Richland as Sun Valley just didn't perform as they had wished in the championship contest. Phil Cresta and TJ Chism again provided gutsy performances on the mound, limiting Pine-Richland to seven hits and just two earned runs. Chris Kerstetter collected the Vanguards' only hit of the contest, a one-out double in the first inning and Lou Baldini, playing with an injured hamstring, reached base twice before ultimately being pulled in the seventh inning after reaching base a second time.

A special thanks to all the fans who came out to support the baseball team as hundreds of family members, friends, faculty members, students, and alumni made the 4-hour journey out to Altoona to provide very vocal support.

The loss did nothing to take away from what was truly a remarkable season for the Vanguards. After finishing the regular season with another Del-Val championship at 13-1 and a 16-3-1 overall record, Sun Valley collected wins over Lansdale Catholic and Upper Moreland in the district playoffs and District 3 champ, Susquehannock, District 4 champ, Jersey Shore, and District 3 runner-up, Northern, in the PIAA state playoffs. At 21-5-1, the Vanguards tied the team record for wins in a season set last year. 

The senior class of 2006 established itself as one of the finest ever to walk the halls of Sun Valley. Seniors Lou Baldini, Eric Breeden, Kyle Burns, TJ Chism, Phil Cresta, Andy Hoot, Dan King, John Plasha, Mark Ross, and John Speakman all contributed in helping to put Sun Valley baseball on the map not only locally and regionally, but also state-wide as they finished their 4 year careers with the following team accomplishments: 4 straight Del-Val League championships, 4 District One playoff appearances, seven wins in District One playoff competition, one District One playoff runner-up, one District One playoff championship, the second and third state baseball playoff appearances in school history, Sun Valley's first-ever state baseball playoff victory (and second and third), the first-ever state baseball finalist from Delaware County, and memories that will ultimately last a lifetime. 

A special thanks from Coach Kaufhold, Coach Francis, and Coach Starkey for the glorious ride upon which the players took them. The many bus rides and road trips along the way have only reinforced what we knew before - the Sun Valley baseball players are not only outstanding student-athletes, but more importantly, outstanding young men and citizens. Thanks for all you've done to make the Penn-Delco community, your families, friends, the faculty, staff, and administration of Sun Valley High School, and your coaches proud. Best of luck with everything you do in the years to come.

