2007 Vanguards Season In Review


Vanguards Open Season With Win
March 27, 2007 - -- The 2007 edition of the Vanguards kicked off their regular season and league season with a 7-4 victory over Harriton at home Tuesday. Mike Pappas pitched 5+ solid innings of relief for Steve Shrader and picked up the win on the mound. Shrader led the offense with a triple and 3 RBIs. Next up for the Vanguards is an away game at Penn Wood Thursday.

Sun Valley Downs Penn Wood
March 29, 2007 - -- Sun Valley moved to 2-0 overall and in league play with a 16-0, 3 inning win over Penn Wood Thursday. Pat Clark and Sam Farnell combined to hold Penn Wood hitless over the three innings. Bob Westbrook collected 3 hits and 3 RBIs, Ed Toy had 2 hits and 2 RBIS, and Chris Noles and TJ Hazinsky each had 2 RBIs in the win. Next up is a non-league matchup against Bayard Rustin on Saturday. Game time is 11:00 a.m.


Sun Valley Beats Rustin
March 31, 2007 - -- Spring break for the Vanguards got off on the right foot with a 9-1 victory over Bayard Rustin on Saturday. Pat Sheridan started and pitched 3 solid innings and Ed Toy came on to get Sheridan out of a jam in the fourth and threw 4 solid innings of relief in the win. Offensively, the Vanguard bats finally came alive in the middle innings as they were able to break open a tight contest. Leading the way for Sun Valley at the plate were Sheridan (2 hits, RBI), Steve Shrader (2 hits, 2 RBIs), Joe Maloney (double, 2 RBIs), and Chris Noles (double, 2 runs, RBI). Next up for Sun Valley is another non-league contest at Garnet Valley on Monday. Game time is 10:00 a.m.


Garnet Valley Deals Vanguards First Loss
April 2, 2007 - -- Garnet Valley upended Sun Valley 3-2 on Monday in a non-league contest. The contest featured a pitcher's duel early on as the two teams traded a pair of unearned runs through 6 innings. Ultimately, Garnet Valley ended up loading the bases with 1 out in the 7th of the 2-2 contest and scored the game winning run on a sacrifice fly to left-center field as the Jaguar runner narrowly avoided a tag at home, ending the contest. Spoiled in the loss was another solid outing by Mike Pappas as he surrendered just two hits and one unearned run in four plus innings. TJ Hazinsky collected the team's only RBI in the contest with a double and Chris Kerstetter went 1 for 1 with a double while walking twice.

Vanguards Defeat Bulls
April 13, 2007 - -- Sun Valley improved to 3-0 in league play with an 11-0, 6-inning victory over Glen Mills Friday. Mike Pappas (4 innings/6 strikeouts) and Tom Brennan (2 innings/3 strikeouts) combined on the shutout with each surrending just one hit. Offensively, the Vanguards were sparked by Steve Shrader's 3 RBIs, including a 2-run home run to right center field. Bob Westbrook and Sam Farnell (RBI) each collected 2 hits, while Chris Kerstetter (2 RBIs), TJ Hazinsky (RBI), Joe Maloney (RBI), and Jack Croft (RBI) chipped in as well. Next week will feature 3 league games as they'll play at Academy Park Monday, at Chester Tuesday, and they'll host Chichester on Thursday.


Vanguards Down Clippers
April 18, 2007 - -- Sam Farnell (3 innings) and Steve Shrader (2 innings) combined on 5 perfect innings on the mound in a 10-0 victory over Chester Wednesday in a game moved to Sun Valley's home field. Offensively, Chris Kerstetter collected 2 hits and 2 RBIs, 6 others collected RBIs, and 9 different players scored runs in the contest. Next up is a big Del-Val matchup against Chichester Thursday at home. Game time is 3:45. Come out and support the Vanguards!
Sun Valley Beats Chichester
April 19, 2007 - -- Sun Valley moved to 5-0 in league play and 6-1 overall with a 5-0 victory over Chichester Thursday. The Vanguards picked up single runs in the first and second innings before scoring 3 in the fifth to provide Mike Pappas with a bit more of a cushion on the mound. Pappas fanned 9, while allowing 4 hits and one walk in the contest. TJ Hazinsky collected 2 hits and 3 RBIs and Chris Kerstetter had two hits and an RBI to lead a balanced Sun Valley offense. Next up is an extremely busy and important week for the Vanguards as they'll travel to Downingtown West Monday, Interboro Tuesday, Harriton Thursday, and Academy Park Friday. Interboro's contest is at 3:30, while all others are 3:45 starting times.


Errors Lead to Nonleague Loss At Downingtown West
April 23, 2007 - -- Five errors led to 4 unearned runs in a 10-4 loss at Downingtown West Monday. West jumped out to an early 4-0 lead in the first before Sun Valley chipped away with 2 in the 2nd and 1 in the third to make it a 4-3 contest. However, that would be as close as the Vanguards would get. Offensively, Sun Valley was led by 2-hit performances by TJ Hazinsky (2 RBIs), Sam Farnell, and Pat Sheridan. Joe Maloney was 1 for 2 with 2 walks and 2 runs scored. The Vanguards will need to put this one behind them in a hurry as they face league-leading Interboro (6-0 in Del-Val play) tomorrow at Interboro. Game time is set for 3:30 p.m.

Vanguards Hang On For Victory Over Interboro
April 24, 2007 - -- In a matchup of unbeaten Del-Val teams, Sun Valley held on for dear life in an 11-10 victory Tuesday. What started out as a pitcher's duel (2-1 Sun Valley after 3 innings), quickly turned into a "who could score last" affair which saw the two teams combine for 27 hits. An 11-1 lead for Sun Valley after an 8-run 5th inning did not put a damper on the Bucs spirit as they plated 2 runs in their half of the 5th. 5 more in the 6th for Interboro meant Sun Valley took an 11-8 lead heading into the last frame. 2 more runs in the seventh and a tying run on base meant lots of nerves for the Vanguards, but a fly out to center would end the contest. Offensively, the Vanguards were led by Bob Westbrook (double, triple, 3 RBIs), Joe Maloney (2 hits, 2 runs, RBI), Tim Moore (2 hits, 2 runs), Sam Farnell (2 hits, RBI), and Steve Shrader (3-run home run). Sun Valley continues league play with a huge contest at Harriton Thursday. Game time is set for 3:45 at Gladwynne Park.

Team Effort Propels Sun Valley to Win Over Harriton
April 26, 2007 - -- A team effort from top to bottom led Sun Valley to an important 7-2 league win over Harriton Thursday. While Sun Valley pitchers limited the Rams to 2 hits and struck out 11, 5 walks and 6 hit batsmen led to lots of baserunners for Harriton. Yet, when needed the Vanguard hurlers buckled down and did the job. Ed Toy (3 innings) returned to the mound and picked up the win, Pat Sheridan held Harriton at bay for the next 3, and Steve Shrader came in in relief with the bases loaded and no one out and struck the first batter out before inducing a 6-4-3 double play to end the contest and pick up a save. Offensively, the Vanguards were buoyed by a 4-run sixth inning which provided some cushion in what was a 3-2 contest entering the 6th inning. Shrader (2 doubles, 2 runs, RBI), TJ Hazinsky (2 hits, run), and Tim Moore (single, sac fly) highlighted the balanced Sun Valley offense. Next up for Sun Valley is another league contest with Academy Park away on Thursday.

Vanguards Downed By Fords
April 28, 2007 - -- Saturday's non-league contest at Central League leading Haverford resulted in an 8-2 loss for Sun Valley. Haverford jumped out to an early 2-0 lead in the first with 3 of the first 4 hitters doubling. They tacked on another run in the second with 3 more hits. The Fords would plate 5 more in the fourth, taking advantage of 3 walks, a 2-run single, and a 3-run home run. The Vanguards finally got on the board in the sixth, plating 2 runs, but left the bases loaded. Tom Brennan pitched 2 scoreless innings of relief. Offensively, the Vanguards managed just 4 hits on the day (Maloney, Venuti, Kerstetter, Shrader), with Chris Kerstetter collecting the lone Vanguards RBI. Sun Valley returns to Del-Val League play this week with games at home against Penn Wood Monday, at home against Glen Mills Wednesday, and at home against Academy Park Thursday.

Sun Valley Tops Penn Wood
April 30, 2007 - -- Sun Valley defeated Penn Wood by a score of 20-1 on Monday, improving to 8-0 in Del-Val League play and 9-3 overall. 10 different players collected hits, 14 different players scored runs, and 12 different players knocked in runs in the contest. Pitching duties were shared by Steve Shrader, Ed Toy, and Mike Pappas (one inning each). The Vanguards continue league play with contests at home against Glen Mills Wednesday and against Academy Park on Thursday.

Sun Valley Defeats Battlin' Bulls
May 2, 2007 - -- Flawless defense, solid pitching, and another balanced offensive effort were the recipe for success for Sun Valley in a 10-0, 5 inning victory over Glen Mills Wednesday. Mike Pappas allowed just one hit and struck out 8 to pick up the win. Offensively, the Vanguards were paced by 3-hit efforts from both Steve Shrader and Sam Farnell and a 2-hit effort from Tim Moore. Five others picked up hits, six different Vanguards collected RBIs, and six different players scored runs in the win. Next up for Sun Valley is a home game against Academy Park Thursday. The two will tangle again on Monday at Academy Park.


Vanguards Defeat Academy Park
May 3, 2007 - -- Sun Valley defeated a pesky Academy Park squad 5-1 Thursday behind the pitching of Ed Toy, Steve Shrader, and Tom Brennan. Brennan closed the deal by getting the Vanguards out of a bases loaded, no out jam in the seventh with three straight strike outs. Academy Park struck first with one in their half of the 1st. Sun Valley would answer with 1 run in the bottom of the first, 1 in the second, and 3 more in the third. However, that would be all the scoring on the day as the Vanguards slept walked through the last 4 innings - the only real threat coming at the hands of the Knights. Errors on the basepaths and at the plate eliminated Sun Valley runners on several occasions and Academy Park just would not quit. Offensively, Bob Westbrook collected 3 hits and Steve Shrader and Chris Kerstetter both pitched in with 2. The two will meet again Monday, with the varsity contest away at Academy Park and the JV contest at home. Sun Valley will need a much more inspired and disciplined effort if they have plans on coming away with a victory Monday.


Knights Downed Again
May 7, 2007 - -- Sun Valley defeated Academy Park 14-2 Monday in a five-inning game improving their record to 11-0 in Del-Val play and 12-3 overall. In similar fashion to Thursday's game against Academy Park, the Vanguards bats started slow. A 3-2 contest in favor of Sun Valley entering the 4th, the Vanguards made adjustments at the plate and scored 2 in the inning to make it a 5-2 contest. A 9 run fifth by the Vanguards broke the game wide open and forced the 10-run rule into effect. Steve Shrader picked up the win on the mound and went 4 strong innings, surrending just two hits and striking out 8 before giving way to Mike Pappas in the fifth. Offensively, TJ Hazinsky led the charge with 3 hits and 2 RBIs. Sam Farnell, Ed Toy, and Joe Maloney also had multiple hit days. Next up for Sun Valley is a matchup with Chester at home Tuesday. Game time is 3:30.

Vanguards Dispose of Chester
May 8, 2007 - -- Sun Valley easily defeated Chester by a score of 15-0 Tuesday in a 4-inning contest. Tom Brennan (3 IP) and Pat Clark (1 IP) shared the duties on the mound, with each surrendering just one hit. Sam Farnell had a huge day at the plate with a sac fly in the first, a 2-run single in the second, and a 3-run home run that put an end to the contest with 1 out in the fourth. Others with 2 hits included Bob Westbrook, Chris Kerstetter, Steve Shrader, and Joe Maloney as 9 different players had hits and 9 different players scored runs in the contest. Next up is a huge contest at neighboring Chichester on Thursday. A win over the Eagles Thursday clinches the Del-Val League title outright. Game time is set for 3:30 p.m.



Solid Team Effort Spells Success Against Chichester
May 10, 2007 - -- Solid pitching, good defense, clutch hitting, and execution were the recipe for success in Thursday's 9-2 victory over league rival Chichester, moving the Vanguards to 13-0 in the league and 14-3 overall. Sun Valley jumped on top early on with 2 in the top of the first. They added single runs in the 3rd and 5th, taking a 4-1 lead into the sixth. A single run by Chichester in the 6th made it a 4-2 game before Sun Valley exploded for 4 straight hits, plating 5 runs in the seventh. Mike Pappas was excellent on the mound for the Vanguards, surrendering 3 hits and striking out 11 in picking up the complete game victory. Offensively, Sam Farnell continued with a hot bat and went 3 for 3 with a sac fly, a single, 2 triples, 3 runs scored, and 4 RBIs. Ed Toy collected 2 hits and 2 RBIs, and Steve Shrader collected 2 RBIs as well. Next up for Sun Valley is a non-league contest against Malvern Prep Saturday at home at 11:00 a.m. 

Malvern Prep Over Sun Valley
May 12, 2007 - -- Sun Valley fell 7-5 to a strong Malvern Prep team Saturday. Ed Toy got the Vanguards started quickly with a 3-run home run in the first inning. Malvern chipped away with an unearned run in the second and 2 more runs in the third. A 3-3 deadlock carried on until the scoring started again in the 7th. Malvern plated one with a one-out RBI single before breaking the game open with a 3-run homeroom to make it a 7-3 contest. Steve Shrader's two-out, two-run single brought the tying run to the plate, but a ground out by Sun Valley ended the contest. Tom Brennan pitched 4 2/3 strong innings on the mound for the Vanguards against a potent Malvern lineup as Sun Valey played excellent defense all day. Next up for Sun Valley is the Del-Val finale as the Vanguards will host second-place Interboro on Monday at 3:30 p.m.

Vanguards Drop Second Straight in Del-Val Finale
May 14, 2007 - -- Sun Valley lost 7-4 to a hungrier Interboro team Monday in the Del-Val finale for both teams. Sun Valley would get on the board first with one run in the first and one run in the second to take a 2-0 lead. A two-out, two-run single in the third for Interboro would knot the score at 2-2. The score would stay that way into the fifth when Interboro capitalized on a series of breaks on their way to scoring 5 runs in the 5th. Two walks, an error, and two runners reaching first after striking out did the Vanguards in and a 3-run two out triple capped things off for the Bucs. Sun Valley would plate two in the bottom of the 5th to make it a 7-4 contest, but that would be it for the Vanguards in the setback. Offensively, Bob Westbrook was the lone multiple hit performer for Sun Valley with 2 hits and 2 runs scored. Chris Kerstetter picked up an RBI with a double in the first and Ed Toy had the other Vanguard RBI. Next up for Sun Valley is a nonleague contest at Penncrest Wednesday as the regular season draws to a conclusion. The District One playoff committee will meet Thursday night and Sun Valley's playoff draw will be known shortly thereafter.



Penncrest Game Cancelled
May 16, 2007 - -- Sun Valley's regular season finale against Penncrest was cancelled due to weather conditions at game time. The game will not be made up as the playoffs are set to begin next week.



PLAYOFF TIME
May 17, 2007 - -- The district one playoff meeting was held tonight. By virtue of its 13-1 league record, Sun Valley was awarded the #1 seed in the North bracket and will open playoff action on Thursday, April 24th at 4:00 p.m. Sun Valley will play the winner of the Lansdale Catholic(#4 North)/Harriton(#5 South) contest in a game held Tuesday at home. All playoff games will move to neutral sites for semifinal and final contests.


Playoff Opponent Set
May 23, 2007 - -- Sun Valley's second round playoff opponent was determined yesterday afternoon. Lansdale Catholic, by virtue of its 9-0 victory over Harriton Tuesday, will face Sun Valley in a 4:00 contest Thursday at Sun Valley. The two teams met last year in the same round with Sun Valley escaping with a 4-3 victory. Spread the word and come out to support the Vanguards!
All Del-Val Team Selected
May 23, 2007 - -- The All Del-Val Baseball Team was selected on Tuesday evening at the annual meeting of Del-Val baseball head coaches. Sun Valley was well-represented with many players nominated. After the voting was completed by the Del-Val coaches and votes were tallied, Joe Maloney was a runaway winner at first-team catcher, collecting all possible first-place votes. Sam Farnell was also a clear-cut winner at first-team second base. Mike Pappas was the third and final Vanguard first-teamer at pitcher, also collecting all possible first-place votes. Pappas was also one of three finalists for Del-Val Baseball Player of the Year. While Darnell Muse of Chichester ultimately walked away with the honors, Pappas was the only other to receive any votes. Sun Valley players who garnered second-team honors were Steve Shrader (first base) and Bob Westbrook (outfield). Honorable mention All-Del Val honors went out to TJ Hazinsky (outfield), Chris Kerstetter (third base), and Ed Toy (pitcher). Congratulations to all on great individual seasons!

Sun Valley Season Ended By Lansdale Catholic
May 25, 2007 - -- Sun Valley's season came to an end Thursday with a heart-breaking 5-3, 8 inning loss to Lansdale Catholic. Neither team scored in the first three innings before Lansdale Catholic finally got on the board with a squeeze bunt in the top of the fourth. Down 1-0, Sun Valley quickly answered back with a two-out RBI single by Joe Maloney with two outs in the bottom of the fourth. An error on the play by the outfielder led to a second run scoring and Sun Valley took the lead, 2-1. Neither team scored in the fifth inning. Lansdale's top half of the sixth saw them plate one run to tie the score before a two-out error led to a second run. With Sun Valley down 3-2 heading to their half the sixth, a leadoff triple by Chris Kerstetter allowed Sun Valley to score on a sac fly by Sam Farnell to tie the score. Sun Valley would leave runners two runners on in the frame as it headed to the seventh tied 3-3. Lansdale Catholic did not threaten in the seventh and Sun Valley was again in position to win the game as consecutive singles in the seventh with two outs put Sun Valley a base hit away from winning the game. However, it was not to be as the Vanguards would not score. As the two teams headed to extra innings, it would be two controversial calls that would seal the deal on the season. After getting the first out, Lansdale would put two runners on with one out. A controversial no-call on a fielder's choice at third would be followed by a second controversial fielder's choice safe call at home as Lansdale took the lead, 4-3. A third fielder's choice in the inning would lead to the fifth run and Sun Valley was in need of heroics in their half of the 8th. It was not to be as Sun Valley would score no more and fell, 5-3.

Carpenter Cup Team Announced
May 27, 2007 - -- Tryouts were held this weekend for Delaware County's entry into the Carpenter Cup Tournament. The annual tournament draws high school all-star teams from Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey. The showcase tournament's early round games are held at the University of Pennsylvania's stadium. Semifinal and final round contests are held at Citizens Bank Park, home of the Phillies. Five Sun Valley players tried out and were among 65 Del-Val and Central League players vying for 25 spots. Congratulations go out to Mike Pappas, who was selected as one of the team's 7 pitchers. Both Joe Maloney (catcher) and Sam Farnell (infield) were added to the roster as alternates and will be called upon if one of the original 25 is unable to participate. Delaware County opens play on Wednesday, June 13th @ 1:00 p.m. at the University of Pennsylvania against Lehigh County.

Kerstetter Selected as Barrett Memorial Scholarship Winner
June 1, 2007 - -- Congratulations go out to Chris Kerstetter. By virtue of his play on the baseball field and his performance in the classroom, he was selected as one of two winners of the Joseph J. Barrett Memorial Scholarship for 2007. Chris will be recognized prior to the 23rd annual Barrett All-Star Game at Glen Mills on Saturday, June 2nd. Game time is 12:00 p.m. Chris was just the third recipient ever from Sun Valley, joining Mike Bush (1989) and Jamie Bullen (1993) as Vanguard winners of this prestigious scholarship. Way to go Chris!

Vanguards Help Del-Val To Second Straight Barrett Game Win
June 2, 2007 - -- Congratulations go out to seniors TJ Hazinsky, Chris Kerstetter, and Steve Shrader as they helped the Del-Val League to its second straight win over the Central League, 7-4, on Saturday in the 23rd annual Joseph J. Barrett Memorial All-Star Game. In helping their team to the win, Shrader pitched two innings of scoreless baseball, and Kerstetter drove in two, including an RBI double to start the scoring for the Del-Val in the first. Congratulations to all 3 on outstanding baseball careers as Vanguards, in addition to making Sun Valley proud on Saturday.

Carpenter Cup Changes - Time Change/Maloney Added
June 11, 2007 - -- The Delaware County team is set to begin its quest for a first-ever Carpenter Cup tournament championship with a first round matchup with Lehigh Valley on Wednesday afternoon at the University of Pennsylvania. However, the tournament, which began first round play Monday, already has had to make schedule changes due to the weather. A first round contest Monday that was unable to be played due to rain has pushed back Delaware County's game to 4:00 on Wednesday. Stay tuned for details as similar forecasts for Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons could mean more changes are in store.

Additionally, congratulations to Sun Valley's Joe Maloney, who was added to the Delaware County tournament roster as a catcher on Monday evening. Maloney will join battery-mate Mike Pappas as the lone representatives from Sun Valley.

Carpenter Cup results, directions to Penn's field, and an updated schedule can be found by clicking on the following link: 2007 Carpenter Cup


