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ARTICLE I

Board of Directors

A.  The Board of Directors shall include the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Webmaster, and Division Coordinators.

B.  The Board of Directors shall govern the league. Each member community shall appoint one representative and an alternate; at least one must be present at each regularly scheduled board meeting.

C.  Managers and Coaches of member teams are encouraged to attend all meetings of the League, but only the governing board can conduct the business of the League, with voting privileges.  Managers and coaches may serve as representative or alternate for their member organization.

D.  The Board of Directors shall meet on a monthly basis at such time and place determined by the President.  Special meetings may be called by the President, or by the request of at least three Board members.

E.  The Board of Directors shall decide all matters pertaining to the finances of the League; bearing the responsibility to conduct the financial affairs of the League in a sound business-like manner.

F.  The Board of Directors shall have the authority to suspend, discharge or otherwise discipline any member, manager, coach, player, league official, umpire or other person whose conduct is considered detrimental to the best interests of the League.

G.  Any adult (person 18 years of age or older) who is suspended, removed or otherwise disciplined by the Board of Directors shall have the right to appeal such action before a majority of the members of the Board of Directors at a regular or special meeting called specifically for that purpose.

H.  The President shall, upon evidence of misconduct of any player, notify the manager of the team of which the player is a member and the parents within twenty-four (24) hours of the act.  The manager shall appear with the player before the Division Coordinator and at least three other Board members, for the consideration of the appropriate disciplinary action.  The players parents or guardian shall be advised of and attend the meeting.

ARTICLE II

Responsibility of Officers

A. The President shall preside at all meetings of the League membership and at all meetings of the Board of Directors; shall serve as Chief Executive Officer of the League; shall appoint committees and individuals with responsibilities to conduct the business of the organization for the benefit of the organization; assume full responsibility of the League and ensure his League adheres to the rules, regulations and policies of adopted by the Tri-County Baseball (TCB) League.

B. The Vice-President shall perform such duties as may be assigned by the President; shall assist the President in the performance of the duties of the President and preside at meetings in the absence of the President.

C. The Division Coordinator of each level shall oversee the operation of that Division and verify that all players meet the League age requirements and have such committees report to him/her as assigned by the President.

D. The Secretary shall record accurately and properly file the minutes of each meeting of the Board of Directors and other activities of the League; shall report the previous meetings minutes to the Board of Directors at the start of each Board meeting; shall have custody and Constitution and By-Laws, and all other records of the League; shall handle all correspondence with other organizations or individuals involving this League and shall transmit all records and correspondence to any person elected to succeed him or her in that office.

E. The Treasurer shall receive and disburse all funds with the approval of the Board of Directors; shall keep an accurate account of all funds received and disbursed for the League; shall give a financial report at each meeting of the Board of Directors and at such times as may be requested by the President; shall provide all financial records and accounts of the League as requested for the annual audit and shall transmit all financial records to any person elected to succeed him/her in that office.

F. The Webmaster shall be responsible for establishing and maintaining the League website; shall create game schedules for each Division with input from the Division Coordinator; shall monitor each team’s compliance with score reporting on the website; shall encourage each team to update their team page and stay active on the website; shall work in conjunction with the Publicity Committee to promote the League.

ARTICLE III

Committees

A. The President according to League needs and desires will appoint Permanent and Standing Committees.  All activities of the committees are subject to the approval of the Board of Directors. 

B. Standing Committees duties and responsibilities are to be outlined at the time of appointment and such committees shall be dissolved at the annual (August) meeting following appointment, but may be re-appointed at any time following the annual meeting.

C. The Umpire Committee shall be charged with obtaining suitable umpires for the League as directed by the Board of Directors shall consider all complaints relative to umpires and make suitable recommendations to the Board of Directors.  

D. The Publicity Committee shall be responsible for news media relations and the general publicizing of League activities and special events.

E. The Disciplinary and League Decisions Committee shall be charged with policing the League; assist the Board of Directors in establishing penalties for violations of the rules and regulations of the Tri-County Baseball League; and shall resolve all protests lodged during the playing of League games.

ARTICLE IV

Meetings and Voting

A. Election of Officers will be held as the first order of business during the August meeting of each calendar year.  Nominations for Officers will be made during the July meeting of each calendar year.  At the July meeting, the President shall appoint a nominating committee, consisting of two Board members and two members of the general membership, to obtain and nominate Officers for the following year.

B. The term of office shall be for one year beginning the day following the August meeting.  All officers shall be eligible for re-election.  

C. The League will conduct regularly scheduled monthly meetings and other “called meetings” can be held at the discretion of the President.  

D. At regular meetings of the League, each member of the Board of Directors and each member organization shall be entitled to one vote on all League decisions.  The President shall be permitted to vote only in the event of a tie.  A majority of the member organizations must be in attendance for voting decisions to be official.  A majority is defined as two-thirds (2/3).  There shall be no proxy voting. 

E. Any member organization that fails to be represented at two consecutive Board meetings shall lose their voting privileges for a period of two months, unless deemed justified by the League President.  Any subsequent absences shall continue this suspension.  

F. In the event of the death, resignation or inability to perform the duties of office for any reason, of any Officer, the Board of Directors shall be empowered to select a replacement for such Officer, who shall serve until the following regularly scheduled elections.

ARTICLE V

Dues and fees

A. Member organizations shall be assessed a League fee each year as determined by the Board of Directors, which will be based on the number of teams that they are fielding.  This fee must be paid prior to March 15th of the current playing season.  The Board of Directors may take any such action as it deems necessary against those member organizations or teams that fail to remit their League fees prior to the aforementioned deadline.

B. Participating member teams of member organizations may also be assessed additional fees associated with the hiring of umpires, the purchase of player awards, or other League costs that are above and beyond the normal operating expenses covered by regular League fees.

ARTICLE VI

Rosters

A. An Official Roster form, to be supplied by the League, must be completed for each member team and turned into the League President prior to the first regular scheduled League game of the season, preferably two weeks prior to the start of the current season.  This Roster must include the player’s full name as written on the birth document, complete street address (no P.O. Box numbers), League age as of May 1 (not the age of the player on the day the roster is submitted), and date of birth.  The players should be listed in descending order of age on the Official Roster form.  

B. 12-U, 10-U, and 8-U teams shall consist of no less than twelve (12) players and no more than fifteen (15) players.

C. 6-U teams shall consist of no less than eight (8) players and no more than twelve (12) players.

D. After the Official Roster has been submitted, any deletions or additions to the original roster must be reported to the League President prior to those affected teams playing League games.  Any violation of this rule may result in game forfeiture or team suspension.  

ARTICLE VII
Schedules

A. Each member team will play an Official Schedule for the Season.  

B. In the event of a postponement (rain), it is the responsibility of the home team manager to contact both the opposing manager and the umpire representative at least 1½ hour prior to game time.  The Board of Directors may take suck action as deemed necessary, up to and including forfeiture of said game; in the event this procedure is not followed.  

C. A game(s) postponed for any reason must be rescheduled.

1. By the home team manager at a time mutually agreed upon by both opposing managers, and on the nearest scheduled rain date and/or within seven (7) calendar days of the date it was originally scheduled to be played provided that a four-game week is not created for either of the teams involved.

2. If no rain date can accommodate the postponed game(s), and rescheduling within seven (7) calendar days would require one or both teams to play four games in one week, each succeeding week will be used (in order) for the purposes of rescheduling until such time that no four-game week is created for either team.

3. The President or his appointed representative alone have the authority to permit more than three games per calendar week and should do so only in the interest of completing the regular season schedule by the final date as scheduled.  

4. In the event that a date cannot be mutually agreed upon, the President or his appointed representative shall schedule the game at the earliest possible date.  Should one of the teams not show up for this rescheduled game, it will be declared a forfeit.  

5. There will be a 20-minute grace period before a game can be officially forfeited in the event one team is late.  

6. The act of pulling a team off the field shall be a forfeit, provided the umpire-in-chief ha announced the forfeit.  

7. The League shall conduct postseason playoffs in each Division in a format to annually be decided by the Board of Directors.  

ARTICLE VIII
Boundaries

A. The Officers and Executive Committee of the League shall determine League Boundaries.  In general, these league boundaries correspond to the local school board feeder patterns to the high school.

B. Boundaries for 6-U, 8-U, 10-U, and 12-U divisions need not be identical

C. A map clearly indicating the current Boundaries of the League shall be sent to the Division Director and shall be replaced upon request.

ARTICLE IX

Player Eligibility

A. Age, for the League purposes, means “League Age” which is that age attained by a player prior to May 1 of the season in question

B. To participate in a given Division with Tri-County Baseball League, a player must meet the following age requirements:

a. 6 and Under (6-U) Division: Players must be 5 years of age but may not turn 7 years of age prior to May 1 of the current playing season.

b. 8 and Under (8-U) Division:  Players should be seven (7) years of age but may not turn nine (9) years of age prior to May 1 of the current season.  However, a player less than seven (7) years of age may play at this level, if based on player evaluations, it is deemed that he/she possesses the skills necessary to compete at this level of baseball.  

c. 10 and Under (10-U) Division:  Players must be nine (9) years of age but may not turn eleven (11) years of age prior to May 1 of the current season.  However, a player less than nine (9) years of age may play at this level, if based on player evaluations, it is deemed that he/she possesses the skills necessary to compete at this level of baseball.

d. 12 and Under (12-U) division:  Players must be eleven (11) years of age but may not turn thirteen (13) years of age prior to May 1 of the current season.  However, a player less than nine (11) years of age may play at this level, if based on player evaluations, it is deemed that he/she possesses the skills necessary to compete at this level of baseball.  

C. Player ages must be validated by league officials.

D. The League may require a copy of the birth document of any player in the League. 

E. Penalty for illegal players shall be forfeiture of games in which illegal players participated, provided such games are protested by any of the league managers or officers in writing within 48 hours of the game or games in question.  An illegal player is one who is not legally a member of the League because the player does not meet the requirements as to age and/or residence.  

F. Penalty for use of an ineligible player, upon appeal by the opposing manager or notification by the official scorer or League officers, when the official scorebook or other League records verify the ineligibility of the player concerned, shall be immediate removal of the player from the lineup and ejection of the team manager from the game.  

a. An ineligible player is one who is legally a member of the League, but who is ineligible to play or to pitch in a particular game or games because of the limitations set forth in these rules and regulations, or as a result of a previous rules violation or disciplinary action.  

b. For purposes of interpreting this rule, a player shall not be considered in violation of the rules until at least one pitch ahs been thrown to the batter after the point of violation.

c. In the event the manager of an ineligible player refuses to remove the player from the lineup and the manager does not leave the field when the appeal is made, and verified, the game is subject to forfeit.  

d. When the ineligible status of a player is not established until after completion of the game, the game is subject to forfeit, and the player and manager shall be ineligible to participate in the next game or the next game played after the ineligible status has been determined.  

G. Games in which an ineligible or illegal player has been used will be declared a forfeit.

ARTICLE X

Sponsors

A. Only those organizations, firms, or companies whose activities or products are not detrimental to the welfare of the youth shall sponsor teams

B. Specifically, no firm or company whose advertising reflects the sale of alcoholic beverages or tobacco products shall be permitted to sponsor the program or be permitted to display any form of such advertising in connection with the program.

C. When commercial advertising is used on team uniforms, lettering must be limited to two (2) inches or less.  

ARTICLE XI

Home Team

A. The home team will relinquish the playing field thirty (30) minutes prior to game time for at least twenty-five (25) minutes, so that the visiting team may be permitted warm-ups/practice.

B. The home team is responsible for preparation of the field, which includes bases, foul lines, grass, holes, fences, etc.

C. The home team is responsible for postponement and rescheduling of rained out games (see Article VII).

ARTICLE XII
Equipment

A. The ball shall weigh not less than five nor more than five and one quarter ounces avoirdupois, and measure not less than nine or more than nine and one quarter inches in circumference.  Baseballs, specially manufactured and designed in such a way as to reduce injuries, or seriousness of injuries, are approved for use in Local League Play (not approved for Tournament Play).  

B. Wooden, metal, graphite, or ceramic bats, manufactured specifically for baseball play, which are round and nor more than two and three-fourths (2¾) inches in diameter at the thickest part, nor more than forty-two (42) inches in length, are acceptable.  

C. Metal-cleated baseball shoes, rubber soled, or rubber-cleated shoes are permitted.  Alteration of metal cleats, such as sharpening, which might make them dangerous to participants, is specifically prohibited. Metal-cleated shoes are permitted only at the 12-U level.  

D. The batter, players on deck, base runners, and players coaching in the baseline coaching bases shall be required to wear protective headgear which gives protection to the top of the head, temples, ears, and base of the skull.  These items shall be NOCSAE approved.

a. No decal other than players name, number, team name or logo shall be added to the protective headgear.  

b. Any headgear in violation of this rule shall be removed from play.  

E. Catchers are required to wear proper protective equipment including mask with throat guard, chest protector, shin guards, and protective headgear which gives protection to the top of he head when catching behind the plate.  Any player serving as a catcher to warm up a pitcher shall wear a mask and chest protector, whether the pitcher is warming up from the mound, in the bullpen, or elsewhere.  

F. It is recommended that managers make every effort to encourage the wearing of athletic supporters by all male players.

G. 6-U and 8-U:  Baseball caps and T-shirts or conventional baseball uniforms may be worn during League Play.  Conventional uniforms may be required for Tournament Play.  

10-U and 12-U:  Conventional baseball uniforms are required in League and Tournament Play to include a shirt, pants, cap, and socks as used by teams in the Major Leagues, and shall be worn by all players.  

1. This rule prohibits the wearing of shorts (defined as trousers which do not cover the knees of the wearer) or full slacks by the players

2. Where commercial advertising is used on team uniforms it is strongly urged that the letters be limited to two (2) inches or less.

ARTICLE XIII
Playing Rules

The official playing rules, with the exceptions and variations contained in the aforementioned By-Laws, and in any supplemental Tri-County Baseball League documents, shall be “Official Baseball Rules” completely revised as released through the office of the commissioner of baseball, “The Sporting News Edition”.  

ARTICLE XIV
Community Eligibility

Membership into Tri-County Baseball League may be gained by submitting a completed application to the Board of Directors.  A two-thirds (⅔) vote is required for the addition of a new Community or Team into the League.  

ARTICLE XV
General Conduct

A. Tri-County Baseball League shall reserve the right to withdraw membership from any league, team, player or adult volunteer whose conduct, on or off the field, reflects in a manner that is detrimental to the best interests of Tri-County Baseball.

B. Players or adult volunteers, who engage in unsportsmanlike conduct such as fighting, abusive language, or similarly derogatory activity, may be suspended for one or more games.  

C. Teams, players or adult volunteers in violation of this general conduct policy may be refused entry, or may be removed from Tournament Play.  

For violation of any league rules, the following consequences will result, but not necessarily in this order:
(1) The loss of voting privileges for the community for a period of time.

(2) The suspension of the manager or coach of a team for one (1) game.

(3) Upon first offense, the application of a $100 fine to the community violating the league rules.

(4) Upon second offense, the application of a $250 fine to the community violating the league rules.

(5) The suspension of the manager or coach of a team for one (1) complete season.

(6) Prohibiting the coach or manager from being considered for coach of a TCB all-star team. 

(7) The elimination of the team eligibility from post-season play. 

(8) If the community that is in violation of league rules is hosting a postseason tournament, they will be required to pay TCB a $500 fee for the right to host this tournament, rather than submit the usual 10% fee from their profits.

In response to the question of teams composed of players beyond the maximum number allowed for a specific age, the following consequences shall result:

(9) Any team at the 10 and Under (10-U) or 12 and Under (12-U) levels that is in violation of the league rules regarding the composition of players on the roster may be forced to play at the select level for that season.

(10) Any team at the 8 and Under (8-U) level that is in violation of the league rules regarding the composition of players on the roster will be prohibited from participating in league postseason play and may be denied the possibility of advancing to additional tournament play.

ARTICLE XVI
Protests & Forfeiture

A. Protest regarding a play, which questions or involves an umpire’s judgment, shall not be permitted.  

B. When protests are based on an interpretation of the rules, the objecting manager shall, at the time the play occurs, notify the head umpire, the opposing manager, and official scorer that the game is being played under protest.  A protest is legal only when written and placed in the hands of the League President within forty-eight (48) hours of the game in question.  All information pertinent to the protest must be recorded, i.e. inning, number of ours, base runners, pitching eligibility, etc.  The President will then turn the protest over to the Decisions Committee who will render its decision to all involved within seven (7) calendar days after receiving the protest from the President.  

1. When the Decisions Committee upholds protests based on the interpretation of a rule, the game concerned shall be replayed from the point of protest.  

2. Umpires should make a public announcement to the crowd when a game is being played under protest.  

3. A protest fee of $25.00 shall accompany any protest.  This fee shall be returned to the protesting party if the protest is upheld or be retained by the League if not.

C. Any team manager or other adult leader who withdraws a team from the playing field under any circumstances prior to the official completion of the game shall forfeit all rights to protest as prescribed in this section

D. The umpire shall forfeit a game when a team fails to field a team completely uniformed, consisting of nine (9) players within twenty (20) minutes after the scheduled time for the commencement of the game.  

E. After receiving one forfeiture, the manager of the team will be brought before the League to provide an explanation.  

ARTICLE XVII
Parliamentary Authority

All meetings of the League will be conducted in any circumstances not explicitly covered by the By-Laws, under Roberts Rules of order.  

ARTICLE XVIII
Amendments


To add, delete, or change any By-Law requires a positive two-thirds (⅔) vote of the total 



number of League Directors. 

Page 9

