Tri County Baseball & Western Frederick Co. CRBR
Spring 2009

The board of directors of Tri County Baseball has voted to transition to Cal Ripken baseball rules for the 6U through 12U age groups.  The primary reasoning behind this change was to look for ways to enhance the level of play for those that want to play baseball.  A distinct advantage of playing Ripken ball is the end of season tournaments which would include Districts, States and World Series.  More information can be found at www.baberuthleague.org
The Middletown, Myersville, Braddock, and Carroll Manor programs will a field teams under the Western Frederick County Cal Ripken Charter.  Tri County will continue to serve as a platform for inter-league competition with other Cal Ripken chartered programs (such as LUYAA) and other non-affiliated programs.

Tri County divisions will look like this in 2009:
U6- Will play Ripken rules, no major changes from 2008

U8- Will play Ripken rules, no major changes from 2008

10U- Three levels of play

· All Star/Select level-Sunday only league, which would be the highest level of competition.  This is a supplemental level.
· Ripken Level – Two games per week, played during the week, Ripken rules apply.  Games at the Ripken level will be considered qualifying games for the post season All Star team.  Players must play at least 10 Ripken level games to be eligible for end of season tournaments.
· D2/Coach Pitch –Tri County rules apply.  Additional rule changes will be forthcoming regarding pitching to speed up the games, this will be a feeder program for players not yet ready for the increased competitive play of Ripken and All-Star/Select.  Players will have an opportunity for fewer walks and increased hitting…greater enjoyment of the game.
12U-Two levels 

· All-Star/Select –Same as select in 2008, games are not qualifying games for post season district all-star team.  
· Ripken level –Two games per week, played during the week –Ripken rules apply (No BB bats and metal cleats) –Games at this level will be qualifying games for the post season district all-star team.

Guidance for constructing U10 teams per organization is as follows;
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When an organization is fielding only one or two teams, the same “team” is both the “All-Stars” and the “Ripken” team.  At three teams, the “All-Stars” team is the best players from the two “Ripken” teams.

Post Season District All-Star team:

· A Western Frederick All-Star team will be formed to participate in the end of the season Ripken Tournaments

· Teams will be fielded at the 8U, 10U and 12U 50/70 levels.  If there is enough interest from players the possibility exist of also fielding teams at the 9U, 11U, and 12U 46/60 levels.

· Western Frederick All-Star team will consist of players from Braddock, Carroll Manor, Middletown and Myersville.

· Evaluations will be held in Mid May to determine the teams.  The evaluators will be made of coaches at that level (all of the 10U Ripken and All-Star coaches will be evaluators and the top 12 or so players based on evaluations will be selected there will be at least one player from each community)

· Coaches for the All-Star team will be determined by placing the community names in a hat.  The first Community picked will get first choice at naming a head coach and what level they wish to coach.  For example if Middletown’s name is pulled first we could choose to name a coach at the  8U, 10U or 12U level, the next community that is pulled would pick for the remaining age groups.  It would be expected that each community would have assistant coaches at each level as well.

· Home field-the head coach will choose the field they will practice on, this will only be a maximum of two weeks practice time between the end of the regular season and the district tournament which is at Heritage Park June 22 through the 28th.

· Uniforms for this team would be the responsibility of the players who made the team.
· Team name would be Western Frederick All-Stars.

During the regular season the Sunday Night All-Star team would be what we used to call the select team.  This team can still go to tournaments during the weekend as desired.  The major change is that the Sunday All-Star team would be evenly distributed through the Ripken teams during the week.

The way it would work is this:


We do evaluations in February.  The top 12 kids are considered our Sunday All-Star team who would then also go to various weekend  tournaments etc.  They would play two games during the week and one game on Sunday.  The Sunday night games would be against only other All-Star teams.  During the week they are mixed in with the other Ripken team(s ) in Middletown playing other Ripken teams from the other Communities.  We would then have the D2 team which would only play D2 teams from other communities.
Case Study:
If we have 36 kids sign up for 10U – the 12 top scoring players would be the Sunday All-Star team, the lowest scoring  12 would be the D2 team- that leaves 12 additional players – we would take the scores of the top 24 kids and divide evenly over two teams of 12 to play together during the week which is what we are calling the Ripken teams.

We have studied and consulted with LUYAA and Urbana who are Ripken organizations and all have determined this very beneficial program for the players. Moving forward we have the opportunity to create tournament teams for 8U and 6U.  

Moving forward in this direction creates many opportunities for our baseball program and allows multiple teams to compete at big end of season tournaments in addition to the Tri-County playoffs.

