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This week's installment of "Getting to know" gives us our first glimpse into the mind of a Juice rookie.  What we do know about him is that he shouldn't wear sleeveless shirts until he hits the gym, he can throw BP forever, and he knows how to turn on a pitching machine.  Soon, you will be surprised to know (I know I was) his sexual orientation, his hatred of vegetarians, and what he used to do with broom handles as a kid.  All this and more in the latest edition of 

GETTING TO KNOW..........#12 Louis Gartrell

1.  What are you first impressions of your new teammates, both in a social setting (Dave & Busters) and in a baseball setting? 

LG:  Looks like everyone has a great time playing ball together, and I’m excited to start the season and be a part of everything.

2.  What is your background in baseball?

LG:  I played competitive ball in middle school, lettered all 4 years of high school. All-conference my junior year, and again when I was a senior. Got honorable           mention all-state, woulda got all-state but I had an incident during baseball season which got me suspended for nearly half my senior season. Didn’t play college baseball because I played football.
3.  If you were a McDonald's character, who would you want to be just like?

LG:  The Hamburgler, 

4.  Do you know everybody's name yet? 

LG:  I think so, at least everyone who was at D&B's and practice.
5.  What is your biggest lifelong accomplishment as a baseball player?

LG:  Hard to say, it's either hitting a lead off homerun to start the game. Or it’s striking out 15 in a game 12 in a row to start. 

6.  Do you like chicks, or are you gonna be sitting on the Stewart/Brady end of the bench?  Not that there's anything wrong with that......

LG:  I have a girl friend, so I stay away from the Stewart Brady end of the bench.

7.  Did you have any special way of playing wiffle ball as a kid?  For example, we used to electrical tape the bat and ball....that $hit FLEW!!  Any special tricks you had?

LG:  Oh yeah. The electric tape over the ball, even though they were wiffle balls windows still got broken. I always liked to play with broom handles instead of            bats to increase my bat eye coordination.

8.  is there anyone on the team yet that you'd like to punch in the face?  Conversely, is there anyone that you'd take a punch in the face for?

LG:  I don't think so. Not yet anyway. As for taking a punch, I’ve taken a few punches for Shiloh. He always starts fights be he's so big no one wants to fight                him so they decide to punch me.

9.  Coming into the off-season, what was the Broncos most pressing need?  At this point, do you feel they've addressed it?  

LG:  Maybe, I have never really been a fan of Tatum Bell; he was good but nothing special. I'm glad they got rid of him and got Henry. And with Dre Bly, whether        he wants to be in Denver or not, that Denver D will be tough.
10.  Who do you have winning it all in your NCAA Bracket?

LG:  I have Texas playing Maryland and I have Texas winning it all.

11.  Where do you work/what do you do for a living?

LG:  At the time being I don't have a job. I’m a full time student at Front Range. But I have financial aid. 

12.  What are your hopes for the season, both individually and for the team?

LG:  I want to win it all!! I’ve never won or been to the ship in anything. I want to know what its like to be the best. It’s hard to say individually because i'm gonna        produce behind the dish, on the mound, and with the stick.
13.  Baseball players are considered the most superstitious of all athletes.  Do you have any particular rituals you go through on the field?  

LG:  actually not really, when I was a kid I saw the movie Hardball, with the kid who throws his hands in the air and sings big poppa on the mound. When I’m on        the hill I like to sing big poppa to myself to keep a good rhythm. In my head of course.
14.  At our next official team outing, would you rather see Stewart wear a fanny pack or an over-the-shoulder man purse with his undersized, Simon Cowell look-alike shirt? 

LG:  Over the shoulder man purse of course, I can actually see that happening too.

15.  How does vegetarianism impact the environment?

LG:  I believe that we have these sharp canine teeth for a reason; man is on the top of the food chain. And we didn't get there by eating vegetables
16.  Did it hurt getting beat with an ugly stick?

LG:  no, no it didn't. Whoa there's not really any way around that question is there? 

17.  What do you hope to be doing 5 years from now?

LG:  I hope to be well on my way to having everything that I want in life, money, cars and da bitches. 

18.  What are the most important aspects of your life?

LG:  It's kinda hard to say besides my friends and family, but I would have to say drinking playing ball.

19.  If you could only eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?

LG:  buffalo wings, cause you can have them in many flavors, breaded or naked, boneless or not. Even though it is the same thing every night, it could be a little        different.

20.  Is there something you are not telling me?

LG:  I have many stories I’ve learned that people love to hear. I’m sure ill grace the team with some of them.
