Urbandale Sports Association

League Rules

www.urbandalesoftball.com

** ALL ASA RULES WILL APPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING EXCEPTIONS **

1) Players must be at least 18 years of age to participate. No exceptions

2) Teams are not required to wear matching uniforms.

3) No alcoholic beverages are allowed in the dugout area during games. Umpires have the discretion to issue a warning and/or eject players who violate the rule.

4) Teams may start and finish a game with 8 players without being assessed any automatic outs.

Men’s and Women’s leagues: If a team starts with 12 players, it does not have to finish with 12 or take an out for missing players.  Teams are allowed (2) extra hitters for a maximum of 12 batters in their lineup.

NOTE: A team wishing to use players from a higher division of play may only use (4) players at any given time.  More than (4) players are allowed on a given roster but no more than (4) are allowed on the field at one time. 

Sunday Coed: If a team starts with 12 players, it does not have to finish with 12 or take an out for missing players.

Coed teams must have 4 women and 4 men to start a game.  Coed teams may start more women then men, but not more men then women.  

When an EH/EP is used in Coed, either a man and women or two women can be used. You are not allowed to use two men.

5) Game balls: 1 new game ball will be supplied for each game. Home team is responsible for backup balls during the game. Balls must be the following specifications: 

Men’s 12” - .44 core / 375 compression

Women’s 11” - .44 core / 375 compression

Sunday Coed - .44 core / 375 compression

Men’s 16” – 16” official ball 

Friday Coed 14”/12” – 14” official ball, 12” .44 core / 375 compression

NOTE: Homerun balls must be retrieved by the hitting team and returned to the umpire.

6) Games are 7 innings or 55 minutes long.

Exception: Men’s 16” games are 7 innings or 65 minutes.

7) A new inning will not start after 55 minutes (65 minutes for Men’s 16”) of play has been completed (NOTE: an inning is considered complete immediately after the 3rd out is recorded so as long as there is any time showing on the clock, a new inning may start).  Once an inning has started, it will be completed if the home team is behind.  Umpires will start the clock when the first batter has been called to bat.  It will be left up to the discretion of the umpire to start the clock sooner if he/she feels any team does not enter onto the field in a timely fashion once they have been instructed to do so.

8) If after 55 minutes (65 minutes for Men’s 16”) or 7 innings the teams are tied, games will be completed as follows:

A) 16” teams will play one extra inning. 

NOTE: Additional innings will be played until there is no time left on the clock.  If the teams are still tied when time expires then one additional inning will be played using the international tiebreaker.  The international tiebreaker rules will be as follows:

1) Each team will start their half of the inning with 2 outs.

2) The last batter (not the last out) from the previous inning will be placed on 2nd base.

3) Teams will play until the 3rd out is made or the home team is ahead.

B) If the international tiebreaker inning ends with the game still tied, it will be considered a tie and result in a half win and a half loss for each team. 

9) A 1 and 1 count will be used in league play.  Each batter will be given a 3rd strike courtesy foul with the next foul ball being an out.  

EXCEPTION: 16” will use a 0 and 0 count with no courtesy foul.

10) Home run limits are as follows 

A) 12” B Division – The homerun limit will be (4) progressive to 6.  Homeruns in excess of 6 will result in an out.  The home team may go “1UP” with a homerun to win the game as long as time still exists on the game clock.

B) 12” C Division – 3

C) 12” D Division - 3

D) All Coed Divisions – 3

NOTE: All homeruns over the limit are outs. In Coed, women’s homeruns count towards the limit.

11) All players must be on a roster.  Teams found using players not on their roster will have to forfeit all games in which the offending player participated.  New players can be added to a team’s roster prior to game time by filling out an add-a-player form (available in the concession stand).  Prior to the start of any game and in the presence of the umpire, both teams may decide that it is acceptable to play their game with a known illegal player.  If both teams agree to play, NO PROTEST CAN BE FILED, regardless of the outcome of the game.  If a team wishes to file a protest it must be done so prior to the last out being recorded for the game in protest.  Protest forms can be obtained at the concession stand.  The completed from along with $20 must be presented to the umpire at the conclusion of the game.  If the protest is upheld the protest fee will be refunded in full. 

Men are allowed to play on one team per night for 12” and 16” Men’s leagues and 1 Coed team.

Women are allowed to play on 1 Women’s team and 1 Coed team.

12) No metal cleats are allowed except for Men’s 16” leagues. 

13) Teams are required to play on the scheduled date and time.  There will be no rescheduling of any games unless a game is cancelled due to inclement weather.  If both teams cannot play, it will be a loss for both teams.  If one team cannot play and one team can, the team that could not play will record a loss and the team that was able to play will record a win.

14) Run Rule: There will be a run rule for all leagues as follows:

A) 5 innings – 15 runs

15) Inclement Weather: In the event rain forces the cancellation of games, the League Representative will reschedule games and revised schedules will be posted on our website (www.urbandalesoftball.com) as well as on the bulletin board at the concession stand.  Team managers are responsible for calling to see if games will be played.  A voice mail message will be left NO SOONER than 4:00 p.m. if games are to be cancelled.  Please do not call the rain out line until 4:15 p.m.  Please listen to the message carefully (note the date referenced).  If the message is not updated from the previous day(s), all games will be played as scheduled.  The rainout hotline is 276-3246.

If inclement weather arrives after 5:00 p.m. or after a game has started, the umpire will make the final decision on whether or not to postpone the game.  The maximum delay for inclement weather will be 30 minutes.  Once 30 minutes has passed, all current and subsequent games will be postponed.

If inclement weather occurs after five or more innings have been completed, the game will be considered completed and the team that is ahead declared the winner.  If not, the entire game will be replayed.  Postponed games will be made up at a time designated by the league representative.

16) Forfeits: If your team forfeits a game without notifying the League Representative and the opposing manager by 3:00 p.m. on game day, there will be a $25.00 fine.  This fine is to be paid before your team will be allowed to play their next league game (no exceptions).

The score of a forfeited game shall be 7-0 in favor of the team not at fault.  Umpires will not be required to officiate any forfeited game.  Teams may agree to a scrimmage with the understanding that the game will be called 20 minutes prior to the next scheduled game time.  Board Members and umpires have the authority to terminate any such game at their discretion.

17) Ejections: Umpires will maintain authority at the complex during all softball games.  Abuse of umpires will not be tolerated.

The umpire is required to report any individual that he/she ejects from a game to the respective League Representative. It is up to the discretion of the umpire whether or not the player must leave the complex after being removed from the game 

Any player ejected from a game will be suspended for their next two league games in the specific league in which the suspension occurred.  

The League Rep along with the USA Executive Committee will review the ejection and decide whether or not to extend the suspension by amount of games or by a specific time period based upon its severity.  

Players may continue to play their games in other leagues, unless it is decided by the League Rep or USA Board that the severity of the ejection constitutes a banning from all leagues at Walker Johnston park for a specific time period. 

If a player participates in a game prior to the completion of his/her suspension, he/she will be suspended for a minimum of three additional games to a maximum of lifetime ban from Walker Johnston leagues.

18)  Sliding rule – Runners who are on first base must slide or “peel off” going into second base on any double play situation. If the runner going to second does not slide or “peel off” the umpire may call interference on the runner. This would result in both the runner going to 2nd and the runner going to 1st to be called out. (This rule is for safety. We want to avoid runners colliding with defensive players or being hit by a ball being thrown to first base)

19)  Bat rule: ASA Bat rules apply. 

NEW BEGINNING SPRING 2009:

All softball bats that are to be used in the adult softball leagues will be required to be tested and stamped prior to play.  This rule applies to all leagues but 16” Men’s.  Teams will allowed a (3) week grace period, after league play has commenced, in which to get their bats tested.  Prior to May 3rd any player entering the batter’s box with a bat that has not been tested and certified will be instructed by the umpire to select a tested bat.  After May 3rd any player entering the batter’s box with a non-tested and certified bat will be ejected from the game.  This will also signify the end of that half of the inning.

The Urbandale Sports Association will be posting dates and times in which teams can get their bats tested.  The testing will also be available at the managers meeting.

All bats must bear either the ASA approved 2000 certification mark or the ASA 2004 certification mark as shown below, and must not be listed on an ASA non approved list.  ASA requires that “the bat barrel shall be free of audible rattles when shaken, the bat barrel shall not have signs of excessive wear, be free of burrs, dents and visible cracks.”
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For more information and a complete list of ASA certified equipment, please visit http://www.asasoftball.com/about/certified_equipment.asp 

League Specific rules:

Sunday Coed:

1) Both men and women hit a 12” ball in all leagues C and lower

2) In the B league men will hit a 12” ball and women will hit an 11” ball.  The 12” and 11” ball will both be provided.

3) Teams may play more women than men, but not more men than women.

4) When an EH/EP is used, either a man and women or two women can be used. Two men cannot be used.

5) Pinch runners must be the same gender as the player they are running for.

6) If a male batter walks with 2 outs, the following female batter can choose to be awarded 1st base or to hit.

Men’s 16”:

1) Game times are 6:30, 7:40, and 8:50

2) Games are 7 innings or 65 minutes.

3) Metal cleats are allowed.

4) Count starts 0-0 with no courtesy foul.

5) Batters box rule for 16” league are as follows:

(a) A batter’s front foot must be inside the lines, not on any part of the line, and may never leave the box.

(b) The batter must finish with both feet inside the batter’s box.  If contact is made with the ball and any part of either foot is outside the box, the batter is out.

(c) If the batter’s box lines are not clearly visible, the umpire will use his/her judgment to draw the lines.

Friday 14”/12” Coed: 

1) Men will hit a 14” ball; women will hit a 12” ball.

2) Teams may play with 4 women and 5 men with an out where the 5th woman would bat.  

3) When an EH/EP is used, either a man and women or two women can be used. Two men cannot be used.

4) Pinch runners must be the same gender as the player they are running for.

5) If a male batter walks with 2 outs, the following female batter can choose to be awarded 1st base or to hit.

6) There is no 15 run rule.
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