VAN ZANDT COUNTY BASEBALL/SOFTBALL

ASSOCIATION

RULES/BY-LAWS 2009
I.  RECITAL

The Van Zandt County Baseball/Softball Association is a nonprofit organization, operated to provide a summer recreation program for the youth of Van Zandt County.  The following By-Laws will govern the Association in the selection and responsibilities of the Board of Directors including:  President, Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer and the operation of the program.

A.  Board of Directors

1. The Board of Directors will consist of two (2) representatives from each town in addition to the President, Vice-President and Secretary/Treasurer.  Each “representative” will have one vote and is to remember that they are here to represent their town and should try not to abstain from voting.

2. The Officers (President, Vice-President and Secretary/Treasurer) shall each have one vote in the event of a tie.

3. The establishment of a budget for operation of the Association each year will be the responsibility of the Board of Directors.

4. The Board of Directors will have the responsibility for the organization and implementation of the baseball/softball program, including, but not limited to, team organization.

B.  President 

1. The President of the Board will be elected each year to serve a one (1) year term only.

2. The President will have the authority to sign checks, and will have the joint responsibility with the Treasurer of operating within the budget set by the Board.

3. The President will oversee the scheduling of all league play and will be assisted by the Vice-President.

C.  Vice-President 

1. The Vice-President will be elected each year and will serve for one (1) year.

2. The Vice-President will serve as acting President when the President is not present.

3. The Vice-President will help oversee the scheduling of all league play.

D.  Secretary/Treasurer 

1. The Secretary/Treasurer will be elected each year and will serve for a one (1) year term only.

2. The Secretary/Treasurer is to keep a record of minutes and financial standings from all meetings. 

3. The Secretary/Treasurer will have the authority to sign checks and will have the joint responsibility of operating within the budget set by the Board.

4. The Secretary/Treasurer is responsible for sending all affiliation records in to the state - providing they are turned into him/her on time.

5. The Secretary/Treasurer is responsible for getting a copy of all schedules and rules to one representative per town.

II.  GENERAL RULES 

A. Each town will have a Sky scan lightning detector.  If, during a game, the Sky scan indicates lightning at the 20-40 mile level, the game will be suspended for 30 minutes.  After 30 minutes, if the Sky scan indicator has stopped indicating lightning at all, or has remained at 20-40 miles, the game can be resumed.  If the indication shown is any closer (8-20, 3-8 or 0-3) the game will be called.

B. All divisions shall be scheduled to travel and play with the entire county.  The purpose of this rule is for each town to have the same opportunity to advance to the play-offs.

C. All divisions shall abide by the Texas Teenage, Official Baseball and ASA rule books in addition to certain VZC rules addressed herein.

D. Van Zandt County will use a draw system to divide teams into divisions, dividing each town’s teams across divisions.

E. Team rosters with names and birth dates are to be turned in to the county secretary by a date to be determined by the board every season. If a city does not turn these in by the designated date, they will be suspended for a season.  If a city does not turn in correct rosters, the Van Zandt County Board can suspend their local league president for life.  T-Ball and Coach Pitch teams not turning in a roster will not be allowed to participate in the championship tournament.

F. All early games must start by 6:15pm or game shall be declared a forfeit.  All late games shall start no later than 8:15pm unless delayed by completion of first game or uncontrollable situations (use common sense).

G. Other than weather-related situations, any game MUST have the local league president’s approval to be rescheduled.  The opposing coach must be notified five days prior.  Local league presidents will be responsible for assigning dates and times for rescheduled games.  The rescheduled date and time given to coaches will be final.

H. League champions will be determined first by division record, second by overall record, third by head to head record and if still tied, a one game playoff at a neutral location.

I. Time Limits are as follows:

T-Ball 1 hr, Coach Pitch 1hr 15 min Midget Girls, Sr. Midget Boys, Freshman Girls and Boys: 1 hr. 45 min. Sophomore Boys:  2 hrs.

III.  PLAYERS

A. Any player suspended will have the right to appeal the decision to the Association Board of Directors.  Board decision is final and absolute.

B. Any player wishing to be “released” to another town to play baseball/softball must first sign up in the town in which he/she lives during their regular sign up period.  If a team is not available for that player then the county board will consider “releasing” that player to the next closest town.  The town in which the player resides must supply the VZCB with a signed and dated player application and a registration list.  All towns affiliated with the VZCBA must complete sign-ups no later than the third Saturday in March of each year.

C. All players in all age divisions must play at least 2 (two) defensive innings in a regulation game.  All substitutions must be made no later than the 3rd inning.  The penalty for violating this rule is a forfeit.

D. Any player re-entering a game may do so after sitting out one full inning.  One full inning shall consist of three defensive outs or six runs and three offensive outs or six runs.  He/she may be placed in any position in the batting order, but must re-enter as fielder or base runner before he/she bats in the order.  In other words, your batting order can and will change and the substitute and the original player can be in the game at the same time.  This rule applies only to league play!  You may not use this rule in the playoffs.  If a pitcher re-enters after being removed from the mound, he cannot re-enter as a pitcher.  This rule applies to all boys’ divisions.  Girls fast pitch divisions refer to ASA rules for pitcher’s re-entry rules.  Free substitution is optional and regular baseball/softball rules of substitution may be used if a coach prefers.

E. If a player is not playing due to disciplinary reasons, the opposing coach must be notified BEFORE the game starts and it must be noted in each scorebook.  If this rule is violated, the team in violation will forfeit the game.

IV.  MANAGERS AND COACHES

A. Managers are responsible for their players and fans.  Failure to control both players and fans can result in forfeiture of game and/or suspension by the local association.  *Coaches and players fighting can be suspended by the VZC Association.

B. It is stressed that coaching is a PRIVILEGE, not a right, and the VZC Board has the authority to revoke the privilege when rules are not complied with.

C. Any manager, coach or fan suspended can appeal to the Association Board of Directors.  Their decision is final and absolute.

V.  DISPUTES

A. Any dispute relating to the organization and implementation of the Association’s programs will be directed to the League’s President.  If a settlement cannot be reached, the dispute will be referred to the VZC Board of Directors and their decision will be final and absolute.

B. Any manager, coach, player or fan not abiding by any decision of the VZC Board of Directors will be subject to suspension from this Association.

C. Any manager, coach, player or fan abusing verbally or physically in person or by telephone any Association Director can be suspended from this Association.

T-Ball/Coach Pitch

General Rules

1. Each team will play a minimum of ten league games.

2. Games can end in a tie.

3. Run rule: Six run rule per inning.  Ten run rule will apply after 3 ½ or 4 innings.

4. No more than six players on the infield until the ball is in play.

5. The rover is the tenth position.  If you only have eight or nine players, you will not have a rover.

6. Teams must bat their complete roster.  The mandatory play rule still applies!

7. End of the year championship tournaments will be rotated equally among each town.  All teams are required to participate in their tournament as it is considered part of the season.  No entry fees will be charged for these tournaments.  If a team does not participate, the team’s association will be fined $100 payable to the host town.
8. We will NOT use whistles to stop play;  the umpire will call time when either a)the defense has stopped the progress of the lead runner or b) the ball is returned to the pitching circle.

Tournament Rotation:
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1. Edgewood – BOYS












1.  Fruitvale - BOYS
2. Fruitvale - GIRLS













2.  Van - GIRLS
3. Van





















3.  Grand Saline
4. Grand Saline
















4.  Edgewood

*Every year, each town moves up one and the top town moves to the bottom. *

