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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

OF THE

VAN SOCCER ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE 1 – NAME

The name of this organization shall be The Van Soccer Association. Hereafter referred to as VSA. VSA will operate under the City of Van, Tx Youth Association.

ARTICLE 2 – PURPOSE

The purpose of the VSA is to promote and advance the game of soccer, to provide the opportunity for fun and recreation, to develop leadership, sportsmanship, physical fitness, and courage through competition and to provide competent leadership for the attainment of a successful soccer program.

ARTICLE 3 – MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1
The membership of this Association shall be comprised of adults and youth that have applied to VSA with the approval of the Board of Directors. The membership shall be comprised of the following:

A. Players – Any boy or girl within the age limits set forth by the Association is eligible for membership. A contract approved by a Board Member together with the payment of all required fees is evidence of such membership. A player shall have no vote.

B. Associate Member – All individuals who have an interest in aiding the objectives of the Association and agree to abide by the Constitution, By-laws and rules of the VSA are eligible for membership as an associate member. Associate members shall have no vote.

C. Coaches – Any person 18 years of age or older who subscribes and agrees to uphold Article 2 of the Constitution, abides by the rules of this Association and is approved by the VSA Board of Directors may become a coach. Exceptions to this section may be made for age providing all other conditions are met and with the approval of the Board of Directors.

1. All coaches must attend the G clinic or their coach’s position may be reconsidered by the Board of Directors. Exceptions may be made by the Executive Board.

2. Any coach missing more than 3 consecutive meetings, without representation by a responsible party, may have their coaching position reconsidered.

3. All assistant coaches must be registered with the registrar prior to the first game of the season.

4. All teams are required to have a head coach and at least one assistant coach.

SECTION 2

A. VOTING – Each team shall be entitled to one vote cast by the team coach or registered assistant. Any individual holding more than one office or coaching more than one team shall have only one vote. No proxies will be accepted. No member may vote by letter. Any member, including Board Members, may be expelled or suspended for any violation of the By-law, rules or for conducts prejudicial to the best interest of the Association, by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors.
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ARTICLE 4 – AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY

SECTION 1

The headquarters of VSA shall be in the City of Van, Texas.

SECTION 2

The territory under the jurisdiction of this Association shall be the Van Independent School District.

SECTION 3
Any teams not within the area of Section 2 above and who are not members of any other affiliated association may become members of VSA.

ARTICLE 5 – GOVERNMENT
SECTION 1
A.
The Board of Directors shall be composed of the following:

President

Vice President


Director Registered USSF Referee


Director of Scheduling/Registrar


Director of Field Maintenance


Director of Tournaments


Director of Concession Stand

Division Commissioner – May be shared from other affiliated clubs or associations.


Secretary


Treasurer


Coaches

B. The Executive Board of Directors will consist of the following:

President


Vice President


Director Registered USSF Referee


Director of Scheduling/Registrar


Director of Field Maintenance


Director of Tournaments


Director of Concession Stand

Division Commissioner – May be shared from other affiliated clubs or associations.


Secretary


Treasurer

C. Each member of the Board of Directors shall have one (1) vote in all voting matters excluding the President.

D. The Executive Board of Directors shall transact all business of the Association and shall have the power to enforce the rules of the United States Soccer Federation, the United states Youth Soccer Association and the North Texas State Soccer Association, the laws of the game and the constitution, by-laws and rules of VSA.
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SECTION 2
ELECTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

A. Nominations will be from the floor prior to the election. Nominees need not be present at the election meeting, but must submit a signed and dated letter of acceptance at the time of nominations.

B. Election of the Executive Board of Directors shall be by a show of hands and each elected term shall be for a period of two years. Election of the Executive Board of Directors shall be at the June meeting. The individuals receiving the greatest number of votes, as cast by the voting members of the Association shall be declared elected. In the event of a tie, a run off vote by written ballot will declare the winner.

The following positions will be elected in odd numbered years:

President

Director Registered USSF Referee

Director of Tournaments

Director of Concession Stand

Secretary

The following positions will be elected in even numbered years:


Vice President


Director of Scheduling/Registrar


Director of Field Maintenance


Division Commissioner


Treasurer

C. Any member of the Executive Board of Directors absent from three (3) consecutive regular meetings may have his office declared vacant by the Board of Directors. A vacancy of any office because of death, resignation or any other reason will be filled by the Board of Directors for the unexpired term.
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BY-LAWS 

OF THE

VAN SOCCER ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE 1 – DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SECTION 1

President – The President shall be the principle executive officer of this Association. He/she shall preside over all official meetings. He/she is charged with the overall administration and executive functions of the Association. The President shall appoint all committees as he/she sees necessary to carry out the functions of the Association. He/she shall assign duties to all officers as required. The President shall cast the deciding vote in the event of a tie at any meeting, or he/she may waive the right to do so. The President is empowered to take prudent and reasonable action in any cases not covered by these by-laws with the approval of the Board of Directors. The President calls meetings at his/her discretion at the time and place designated by him/her.

SECTION 2

Vice President – The Vice President shall perform the duties of the President in his absence and when doing so will have the powers of and be subject to the restrictions of the President. The Vice President shall perform such other duties as assigned to him by the President. In the event the office of the president is vacated, the Vice President shall become president for the remainder of that term.

SECTION 3

Director Registered USSG Referee – The Director Registered USSF Referee shall be a registered USSF referee and will be appointed by the majority of the registered referees assigned to this association. The Director Registered USSF Referee is responsible to VSA for the training and assessment of all referees. The Director Registered USSF Referee will maintain all records concerning the referees and assignment of referees to games. All are to be scheduled by the Director Registered USSF Referee or his designees. The Director Registered USSF Referee will also be responsible for providing game card and any card offenses to the Division Commissioner, providing a request of funds to the treasurer at each monthly board meeting, compensating the referees at the end of each day for the games(s) they officiate and making sure referees are licensed according to NTSSA requirements.

SECTION 4

Director of Scheduling/Registrar – The Director of Scheduling/Registrar will be responsible for setting up the registration for the new season. The Director of Scheduling/Registrar shall compile and forward all rosters and information required by North Texas State Soccer Association prior to the specific deadline. The Director of Scheduling/Registrar will coordinate with the Treasurer prior to forwarding rosters to NTSSA so the appropriate fees will be included. The Director of Scheduling/Registrar will be responsible for scheduling and coordination of rescheduling of games. The Director of Scheduling/Registrar will be responsible for ordering trophies and for the scheduling and distribution of pictures.

SECTION 5

Director of Field Maintenance – The Director of Field Maintenance shall schedule maintenance of VSA soccer fields. The Director of Field Maintenance is not responsible for actually caring for the fields but for scheduling volunteers to maintain the fields. The Director of Field Maintenance is responsible for maintaining equipment for field maintenance.
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SECTION 6

Director of Tournaments – The Director of Tournaments will be responsible for the coordination and scheduling of all tournaments for the VSA.

SECTION 7

Director of Concession Stand – The Director of Concession Stand is responsible for maintaining the operation of the concession stand facilities under the direction of the standard operating procedures and the Executive Board of Directors.

SECTION 8

Division Commissioner – The Division Commissioner will make initial decisions concerning disputes and misconduct. The Division Commissioner will work with all coaches to assure the proper regard and enforcement of all rules. The Division Commissioner shall maintain all records pertaining to the play of each game, including the win/loss records of each age division. The Division Commissioner shall maintain the disciplinary point system concerning each player, as reported by the referee and must immediately notify the Appeals and Disciplinary Committee so the appropriate action may be taken. The Division Commissioner shall receiver a roster for reach tem play from the registrar prior to the first game of the season.

SECTION 9

Secretary – The Secretary shall record and maintain a record of all regular and board meetings. The Secretary will have a copy of the previous meeting minutes available at all meetings and present it to the membership for acceptance vote. The Secretary is responsible for contacting coaches and board members about meetings. The Secretary is also responsible for all correspondences deemed necessary by the Association.

SECTION 10
Treasurer – The Treasurer shall receive and collect all money credited to the Association and deposit same to the account approved by the Executive Board of Directors. The Treasurer shall maintain records of all deposits and disbursement. The Treasurer will present a complete and up to date financial report at all Association meetings. The Treasurer must present a financial report in advance of each playing season for approval by the voting membership. Each disbursement will require the authorized signature of two, being the President, Vice President, Treasurer or Registrar. If relatives hold two of these positions then one shall not be one of the authorized signatures.

ARTICLE 2 - COMMITTEES

Appeals and Disciplinary Committee – Members of this committee shall be no less than five including the Chairperson. The A&D Committee will be appointed by the A&D Chairperson. The Chairperson shall be a registered USSF referee. Duties of this committee are to deal with all disagreements, protests, violence, forfeited games and cards within VSA, to hear all appeals and to form a just decision in all matters. The Chairperson shall notify they party or parties in writing of the A&D Committee decision. The term of this office is one playing year. In the event that the A&D Chairperson is unable to assemble a committee refer to NTSSA Article VII 2.7.2.
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ARTICLE 3 – MEETINGS

SECTION 1

A monthly general membership meeting will be each month promptly at 7:00 p.m. on the first Monday unless it occurs on a holiday, then the meeting will be held on the second Monday. The meeting scheduled in June will be deemed as the annual meeting. The meeting scheduled for July will be set aside to formulate the necessary administrative procedures for the fall season. The January meeting will be for the spring season.

SECTION 2

Two thirds of the members of the Executive Board shall constitute a quorum. If a quorum is not present at the meeting, no VSA business may be voted on.

SECTION 3

The order of business for all VSA meetings will be:


Roll call


Reading and approval of minutes of previous meeting


Treasurer’s financial report


Unfinished business

New business

ARTICLE 4 – AMENDMENTS

The constitution and by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the voting Executive Board of Directors present at any scheduled meeting.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

OF THE

VAN SOCCER ASSOCIATION

SECTION 1

Playing Year – The Association playing year shall be July 1 through June 30 of the current playing year. The playing year may be divided into as many playing seasons as the membership desires (NTSSA).

SECTION 2

Team Standings – Division standings are the responsibility of the Division Commissioner. Standings will be determined by the win/loss record of each team within a division, excluding Under 6 and Under 8. In the event of a draw, a one game playoff will determine the division winner. This playoff game should be played no later than fourteen (14) days after the last scheduled game of that season, at which time all postpones or make up games must have been played. In the event of a draw during a playoff game, overtime halves will be played. If a match is still a draw, then a penalty kick shootout will be held.

SECTION 3

Playing Equipment

A. The nets shall be secured and the four (4) corner flags placed, no later than 30 minutes prior to the game time, by the center referee. The home team of the last game of each day shall return the four (4) corner flags to their proper storage place. Failure to return the flags to the storage place could result in the home team coach being assessed a fine. In the event the flags are stolen or destroyed as a result of being left out the home team coach will be responsible for their replacement and will not be allowed to play the next game until this situation has been resolved. Center referees assigned to games must check out game ball prior to game by signing a checkout sheet. Until ball is returned the referee cannot receive his/her pay for that day.

B. All balls issued to referees need to be returned at the end of each game to respective team.

C. It is mandatory that all players wear shin guards during their games, and anytime they are in ball play, and soccer style cleats or tennis shoes. No hard sole shoes or “baseball” style cleats, metal cleats or hard pointed plastic cleats will be allowed. All shin guards must be completely covered by socks and worn between the sock and shin.

D. Referees should adhere to the laws concerning the field of play. (It is the responsibility of the center referee to check the field of play, prior to game time, for foreign matter and dangerous areas).

SECTION 4

Eligibility

A. Team Eligibility – Each team must meet the following criteria in order to be eligible for divisional play.

1. Submit the teams fees and required documents to the appropriate Division Commissioner before the registration deadline. 

2. Not be under suspension.
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B. Player Eligibility - For a player to be eligible for divisional play in the Association, he she must:

1. Have submitted a valid contract to VSA.

2. Not be under suspension.

3. Fall within the age limits of the following:

a. Under 6 division – minimum 4 years old

b. Under 8 division – minimum 6 years old

c. Under 10 division – minimum 8 years old

d. Under 12 division – minimum 10 years old

e. Under 14 division – minimum 12 years old

f. Under 16 division – minimum 14 years old

g. Under 19 division – minimum 16 years old
4. Age is determined on July 31 of the playing year.

5. A player may play in an older division, but only under certain circumstances may he play in a younger division.

A. No player may change teams without the permission of the Division Commissioner, and approval of the Executive Board and release of coach.

6. NTSSA RULE ELIGIBILITY: Under 6 players must be four (4) years old on or before July 31 to be eligible to play in the fall season. Spring season eligibility is determined by January 1 cut off date.

B. A player may not move up to an older age division without written request from the parents and approval from the Executive Board. Once a player moves up in an age division they are not allowed to move back down.

7. A player cannot play on more than one team during the same season.

SECTION 5

Forfeits – The following constitutes grounds for forfeiture:

A. Fielding an ineligible player will also result in a one game suspension for the head coach.

B. A responsible adult not present with the team during competition.

C. Failure to field a team with minimum players within 15 minutes after the scheduled starting time, according to the referees watch. The referee will report this incident on the scorecard.

C. A coach must contact his/her Division Commissioner forty-eight (48) hours prior to game cancellation. Game cancellation will be decided by the Division Commissioner, who after conferring with the scheduling person, will reschedule the game.

D. Failure to contact the Division Commissioner forty-eight (48) hours prior to game time will result in non-rescheduling of the game.

D. Cancellation of games due to weather will be made by the Executive Board or head referee.

SECTION 6

Game Stoppage – Game stoppage is a judgment by the referee because of extreme misconduct. In the event of interference or misconduct after the referee has ejected an individual and the individual was asked to leave the field and the individual does not leave the field, the game will be abandoned. Lightning that could endanger players and spectators. However, cold and rainy weather does not constitute endangerment.

A. All abandoned games shall be ruled on by the Executive Board of Directors.
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B. Violence and misconduct (as stated in Rule 11 of NTSSA).

C. A player/coach who has been ejected must leave the field area and will miss the next scheduled game(s).

D. Violence and misconduct by a coach will result in:

a. First offense – one game suspension

b. Second offense – one season suspension upon review by the Executive Board of Directors

E. Third offense – membership termination from the Van Soccer Association

SECTION 7

Protests:

F. Any team protesting a game must deliver the protest in writing to the appropriate Division Commissioner within three (3) days after the game. Each protest will be accompanied by a fee of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars.

A. Protests based on the judgment of the referee will not be considered.

B. If the protest is upheld, the fee will be returned and the game will be replayed. Appeals may be made to NTSSA.

C. Game may be protested only for the following reasons:

1. A team knowingly plays an unregistered, ineligible or suspended player.

2. There has been an obvious error made in the application of the laws of the game that directly affects the outcome of the match, and the referee admits it.

Scoring Forms – It is the responsibility of each referee to provide the following scoring forms:

A. Give credit on the scoring forms to each team who scored, except in the Under 6 and Under 8 age divisions.

G. Deliver the scoring form to the referee coordinator who will deliver to the Division Commissioner no later than three (3) days, excluding weekends, after playing the game.

SECTION 8

Fees and Rosters
H. Team fees and starting rosters must be submitted to the Division Commissioner on or before the date set by VSA.

I. Number of Players: Maximum number on roster may be higher as deemed necessary by VSA and with consent of coach.


Minimum on Field
Maximum on Field
Maximum on Roster

U6

4

5

8

U8

5

7

10

U10

7

8

11

U12

7

11

18

U14

7

11

18

U16

7

11

18

U19

7

11

18

Adult

7

11

18
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SECTION 9

Contracts
A. A player contract must not be signed prior to thirty (30) days before a playing season starts.

B.
Terms:

1. Shall be for one playing year.

2. If a team participates in one playing season and fails to field a team for the following season additional players may be drawn from the draft to complete the team.

J. Contracts must be submitted to, and approved by the Division Commissioner at lease forty eight (48) hours prior to a player participating in a scheduled VSA game provided that this team’s roster does not exceed the maximum allowed on the roster, to prevent stacking a team. No new contracts will be accepted for playoff or tournament games. 

K. Birth certificates must be submitted with the contract to make the contract valid. After a player’s age has been established proof of age will not be necessary with subsequent contracts.

L. Players may be added to teams until teams are full.

M. Recruiting of a player contracted to another team or club shall be in violation of the rules of VSA and punishable by no less than a five (5) game suspension for the head coach. Only U6 is allowed to recruit new players for their team.

SECTION 10

Releases
A. A head coach may release a player by written request and the approval of the Division Commissioner if the player has been guilty of insubordination, willful evasion of practice or other such infractions. NOTE: A player that has been requested to do so by a coach under these conditions may also be placed before the Disciplinary Committee for suspension.

B. A player may obtain his release by mutual consent of himself and his team head coach. A coach is not bound to release a player upon his request, but is expected to exercise good practical judgment in each case.

C. The release must be rendered in writing and each signature must be clear and legible.

D. The team coach must deliver one copy of the release to the player and one copy to the Division Commissioner within forty-eight (48) hours of the action.

SECTION 11

Team Alignment

A. The head coach may have his children assigned to his team provided they meet requirements of that division.

B. Brothers and sisters may request assignment to the same team, providing they meet requirements of that division.
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C. Teams shall be filled at the beginning of each season under the supervision of the Division Commissioner as follows:

1. Coaches who have a team existing from the previous season may keep their team.

2. New players or players from teams who did not make will be put in the draft for coaches to pick from.

SECTION 12

Laws of the Game – Except as stated herein, FIFA, USYSA and NTSSA rules shall apply.

A. Desired field size:

1. Under 6 – 20 yards x 40 yards

2. Under 8 – 40 yards x 60 yards

3. Under 10 – 50 yards x 80 yards

4. Under 12 and Under 14 – 50 yards x 100 yards

5. Under 16 and Under 19 – 70 yards x 110 yards

NOTE: For U6 and U8 a penalty area will be used, the size which must be in proportion to the size of the field.

B. Desired goal size:

1. Under 6 – 5 feet x 10 feet

2. Under 8 – 6 feet x 12 feet

3. Under 10 – 7 feet x 7 yards

4. Under 12 and older – 8 feet x 8 yards

C. Ball size:

1. Under 6 and Under 8 - #3

2. Under 10 and Under 12 - #4

3. Under 14 and Over - #5

D. Substitutions shall be unlimited. Substitutions may be made, with the consent of the referee, at the following times:

1. Prior to a throw in, in your favor

2. Prior to a goal kick, for either team

3. After a goal, by either team

4. Either team at an injury, when the referee stops the game

5. At half time

6. For a cautioned player

7. All players will play at least half of each game, providing that child has met all the coach’s requirements. In the event a coach does not play a child half of a game for disciplinary reasons, the coach should get approval from their Division Commissioner prior to the game. The rule does not apply to club teams.

8. If a coach does not play each player at least half of the game, then that player will play three (3) full games without being substituted. This rule does not apply to club teams.

9. For Under 6 and Under 8 games, if one team must play short due to lack of players, the other team must play with the same number.

E. Coaches must remain in the coach’s box during the game. No player, U10 and up, are allowed in the coaches box during the game. Players must remain on the bench until substituted in during game play.
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F. Duration of the games and overtime periods:

Age Group

Length of Game

Overtime Period

Under 6

Four 10 minute qtrs.


None




2 minutes between qtrs.




5 minutes between halves

Under 8

Four 12 minute qtrs.


None




5 minutes between qtrs.




10 min. between halves

Under 10

Two 25 minute halves


None

Under 12

Two 30 minute halves


None

Under 14

Two 35 minute halves


None

Under 16

Two 45 minute halves


None

Under 19

Two 45 minute halves


None

Adult

Two 45 minute halves


None

Revised July 2008

10
9

