Deep South Baseball Conference

General-By-Laws

2009
Members are:  Berrien, Coffee, Cook, Hahira, Lowndes, Tift, Valdosta, Worth 

There will be a league secretary to keep track of records such as statements of eligibility and game records for each school. A league secretary will be elected each year. 
1. The league will meet annually in November to make schedules and consider changes in by-laws and membership.

2. A student must meet his school’s requirements for academic eligibility. A student cannot play as a seventh or eighth grader twice. A student must not have attained the age of 15 prior to May 1 preceding the year of participation.

3. A roster of eligible players must be signed by the principal or athletic director and sent to the league secretary before the first regular season game. The eligibility roster must include name, grade, and date of birth of each player. If you add a player at a later date, you must file the form for this player with the league secretary before the can participate. 
4. Any team not turning in a roster will forfeit all games until a roster is turned in.

5. A minimum of two GHSA approved officials must be used for all baseball games. The home team will be responsible for supplying the officials.

6. If the minimum number of officials fail to show for the contest, the game will be played only if both schools agree.

7. Ticket prices for regular season and post-season games will be $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for students.
8. The conference must vote in any school wanting to join the league at the general league meeting in November.

9. All games must conclude (time of day) in accordance with state standards. The ending time cannot exceed 4 hours after the home school is dismissed which is determined to be 7:30 for all member schools.
10. All school records of games are to be submitted to the league secretary by the Monday after each game is played.

11. The home team shall receive all gate proceeds and concessions.

12. An entry fee of $25.00 will be paid to the Deep South Baseball Conference and given to the league secretary to pay for tournament expenses and/or trophies.  Trophies will be awarded to first and second place teams immediately after the tournament championship game.
13. GHSA passes will be honored at all middle school events.

14. Decisions and changes to the by-laws will be proposed and voted upon at a scheduled league meeting. A quorum is 70%.

15. Each school who has a representative at the meeting will receive one vote.

16. It is the home team’s responsibility to reschedule a game if it will have an impact on the playoffs.

17. If a student is placed on a Middle School roster, he/she can be moved to “junior varsity” team but cannot return to the Middle School League.

18. Any games not played or which end in a tie will count as no contest and playoff position will be determined by winning percentage. In case of a tie for a playoff spot, Region 1-AAAAA tiebreaker rules will apply.
19. The number of games played, excluding post-season, cannot exceed 60% of the maximum number of games allowed for a GHSA season in that sport.

20. Any pre-season tournaments (or round-robin games) must count towards the regular season total of games. 
21. Baseball by-laws supplement the general by-laws. 
Approved by: ___________________

Date: ___________

      Deep South Baseball Conference

Baseball By-Laws

2009
1. The official bat may not be greater than a –3oz. drop (3 ounces less than the length). As a result bats that are 2 5/8 in. in diameter are permissible. 

2. A pitcher may pitch a maximum of 14 innings in 4 days or 10 innings in one day.

3. The pitching distance is 54 feet.

4. The base length is 75 feet.

5. The mercy run rule will be used as follows: 15 runs after 3 innings, 15 runs after 4 innings, and 10 runs after 5 innings.

6. Courtesy runners are allowed for the pitcher and catcher as long as the same individual does not run for both positions. A courtesy runner may be used as a substitute during the game.

7. Pitchers are given 8 warm-up pitches before the inning begins.

8. The suspended game rule will be used:

a. When a game is stopped before it becomes a legal game (4.5 or 5 innings), it is considered “no contest” and any replay will begin from the first inning.

b. When a game is stopped after it becomes a legal game and a winner can be determined, it is a completed game.

c. When a game is stopped after it becomes a legal game and a winner cannot be determined, any replay will begin from the point of interruption.

d. In any terminated game, pitching innings will count.

NFHS Rules Book – Rule #4, Section 2 + 3

9. If a game ends in a tie or is canceled due to weather, the home team should attempt to reschedule the game (especially if the game impacts the playoffs). However, in the event that such a game cannot be replayed, the game will count as a no contest. Playoff positions will then be determined by winning percentage. 

10. Tie-Breaker (Region 1AAAAA Baseball Tiebreaker Procedure)

In the event of a tie between two or more teams, the following formula will be used for seeding purposes in the post-season tournament.

a. Head-to-Head

b. Record against other teams in the conference in order of their finish.  For example: In a tie for 3rd place, if the teams split their games, they would go to their record against the 1st place team and, if still tied, would go to their record against the 2nd place team.  Likewise, in a tie for 1st place, if head to head did not resolve the tie, they would go to their record against the 3rd place team and then the 4th place team if needed.

c. Fewest runs allowed between the teams that are tied.

d. Fewest runs allowed overall in the conference.  (conference games only)

e. Mini-game

Approved by: ___________________

Date: ___________

