

WEST MILFORD LITTLE LEAGUE


SENIOR LEAGUE RULES
These rules will match or supersede Little League Baseball official regulations and playing rules.

Do not use these rules for tournament play; check your Junior/ Senior Baseball official regulations.
I. GENERAL

A. Both managers will report to the league director after each game. They will notify the director of:

1) The final score

2) The names and ages of pitchers for both teams

3) The number of pitches and innings pitched by each player

4) The number of players played by each team and the names of absent players.

B. When a catcher is not ready or available, an adult coach or umpire will be permitted to warm up the pitcher.

C. No on deck batter permitted, only player with a bat should be the batter at the plate.
II. LENGTH OF GAME

A. A regulation game consists of 7 innings, unless extended due to a tie score.

B. There are no tied games in the senior league, if unable to finish the game for any reason; game must be finished on the next available day.

C. A complete regulation game is 5 innings.

III. BATTING AND SUBSTITUTIONS

Every team member present must play six full (6) consecutive half innings and bat at least (unless the game is shortened by darkness or inclement weather). A player must sit out one complete inning before returning to the game and may re-enter the game only once. He must bat after his replacement bats.
IV. BASE COACHING

Only one adult will be permitted to coach at first or third, the other base coach must be a player.

V. PINCH RUNNERS

A pinch runner may be substituted for the catcher when there two (2) outs. The pinch runner must be a player who was not previously in the game. When a team has no players that are not playing the player who made the last out, except if it is the pitcher then the coach may use as a pinch runner the next prior out. This same rule is to be used when a pinch runner is substituted for a runner who is injured.
VI. RUNNER

Umpires may call runners out for missed bases or leaving bases too soon on a “tag up” without the necessity of an appeal.
VII. VISIT TO THE MOUND

A. Manager or coach may go to the mound to visit with a pitcher.
B. A third trip to the same pitcher in the same inning will cause this pitcher’s automatic removal.
C. The manager or coach is prohibited from making a third visit while the same batter is at bat.
D. A manager or coach may not confer with any other defensive player. The catcher may be included in visit with pitcher.
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C. 
D. 
XV. SENIOR LEAGUE PLAYING SEASON

A. The season will be split into two halves at the completion of each half two (2) position games will be played if needed to determine the winner.  In case of more than two teams with identical win-loss records (to determine the 1st and 2nd place winners) entering the position round the following criteria will determine the standards of each team.

1) Overall win-lost record. To include first and/or second half
2) Head to head competition.

3) Overall win-loss within their own division.

4) Least amount of runs scored against your team.

5) Only 1st and 2nd place teams going into the position round will advance or become the winner of the 1st or 2nd half. In the event that the 2nd place team beats the 1st place team and their record becomes tied, a tiebreaker game will be played the next day.  1st half position games must be completed prior to the start of the 2nd half.  (move 2nd half games to end of schedule to accommodate this).

B. Each team will begin the second half with a clean win-lost record.  If the second half winner is the same as the first half winner that team will be the division champ. If the 1st and 2nd half winners are different, a one game play-off will decide the division champs.  At this point the calendar week pitching rule will be suspended and the division championship game will be played after each team’s
C. pitchers have had 3 days rest. Making both teams pitchers fully available for the division championship game. This rule is also applied to the League Championship game between American and National League.

D. A team must have a minimum of eight players available to constitute a legal line up. In the event that a team only has seven (7) players that team shall forfeit the game. If a team starts with nine (9) players they must finish with nine (9) players unless an injury occurs.

E. All teams at all times are required to play on the scheduled game day except when 
F. it is proven that a team of eight (8) players cannot be fielded due to an officially sanctioned school function.

G. If the senior division joins the inter-league district play league, they will adopt the playing season rules from that league.
XVI. PITCHING

Follow the Little League Rule Book of Official Regulations and Playing rules

Regulation VI—Pitchers:

Local League Rule will supersede similar rules in Little League Rule book.

A. A player may not pitch more than nine (9) innings in a calendar week.

B. Delivery of one pitch to a batter constitutes an inning pitched. 
C. Balks will be called from the start of the season.
D. School or other organized league innings pitched will not count as part of the nine (9) innings or pitch count allowed per week.

E. Baseball Game Pitch Log will be kept by the scorer or score keeper on both teams who will confirm pitch count after each half inning. If there is difference, split the difference and round up. PLEASE MAKE ALL EFFORTS TO PREVENT ANY PROTESTS.

F. Little League—Baseball Pitcher Eligibility Tracking Form will be carried by each  team from game to game so that the opposing manager can see who is eligible to pitch and help you keep track.
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XVII. DRAFT

A. Each team will be comprised of twelve (12) players.

B. Players’ ages will be 16, 15 and 14. All 16 and 15 year olds must go into the senior league

C. Bonus Picks

1) Each team requiring seven (7) or more players will be allowed one bonus pick at the completion of round four (4) and each round thereafter. The order of the pick is the same as the round just completed.

2) Manager, brother and sister freeze do not affect a team that would have received a bonus pick. These players are placed on the team in there correct rounds at the draft.  

D. Teams will pick according to their won-lost record for the previous season. Last place team picks first, first place team picks last.  In the event of a tie, a coin toss will decide who picks first in rounds 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and ll.  The loser of the coin toss will pick first in rounds 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 and 12. 
E. Note: Forfeits from the previous season count as team wins for team standings.

F. Players who do not attend try-outs but played in the Junior League the previous season can be drafted and may be used as mid-season player replacements.  Any 15 and 16 year old player not attending try-outs and did not play in the Juniors the previous year will be placed into an open pool for draft into the Seniors. (hat pick)

G. Any Junior League player who was selected for all-star play and does not show for Senior League try-outs and is not selected for a Senior League Team may not return to the same Junior League Team. (hat pick)
H. 14 year old players who do not attend try-outs and did not play in the Junior League the previous season may not be drafted into the Senior League but may be used as mid-season player replacement.

I. Freezes

1) Manager’s freeze will be as follows:

a) 14 year olds  -    4th round

b) 15 year olds  -    3rd round   
c) 16 year olds   -   2nd round

d) Manager’s freeze supersedes brother / sister freeze

2) Brother or sister freeze - This is the option of the manager and must be done as follows:

a) When first player is drafted, option must be placed on second player at the same time. Second player is automatically picked next round.

b) If manager wishes to pick younger of two players or combination, he must also pick older player.

c) If one player is a member of the team, the manager must announce his intention to freeze the other player prior to the start of the first round or lose his option.  The player becomes his (3rd) round pick. (additional brothers 2nd round)

d) No coach’s freeze is permissible.

XVIII. TRADES
In the event a new manager’s son played in the league on a different team the previous year and the child and the parent wish to be together the child will be placed on the team that the parent manages. The team loosing the player will take the round draft pick from the previous year draft of that player, plus one round up and use that to replace the lost player. (Danny drafted 4th round, next year Danny moves to new team with new manager, team-loosing Danny receives 3rd round from team Danny leaves) 
1) Trading of new players will be permitted up to a maximum of three (3) players. The time limit is 36 hours.

2) Trading of existing players is not permitted.
XIX. MID SEASON PLAYER REPLACEMENT
A. 
B. A twelve (12) man roster must be maintained at all times.

C. Any 14 or 15 year old Junior League player who refuses to advance forfeits his right to play the remainder of the season.

D. For any team needing a replacement player, the manager must first notify the Player Agent, NOT A MANAGER, COACH, OR PLAYER OF ANY OTHER TEAM. All replacement players will be notified by the Player Agent. NO EXCEPTIONS!!! 


E. If a player is removed from a roster by doctor’s orders for five (5) or more games, a replacement must be picked.

F. To obtain players, a manager must adhere to the following:

1) Player agent will provide the list of eligible players.

2) Select player from list provided.

3) Notify league director.

4) Player Agent will notify the player.

5) That player becomes immediately ineligible for Junior League Play.

6) After notification that a player is permanently assigned to a team roster, the player may not return to the Junior Leagues. A uniform will be provided by the league.  

7) The manager must pick a new player before playing the second scheduled game after the loss of the original player.

8) After two thirds (2/3) of the season is completed, no player will be brought up into the Senior League.

G. The league may have a waiting list of 15 and 16 year olds which they may want to use as replacement players, so as not to weaken the numbers in the Junior league. (this is not a rule, but it is under consideration )

XX. ALL-STAR SELECTION

A. Ballots will be given to each player on the team and each manager only. Not the coaches.

B. Each manager will vote for 14 players in there league with each vote counting as 6 points.
C. Each player will vote for 14 players in there league with each vote counting as 1 point

D. The league director or one volunteer will have a special meeting with all league managers (no coaches) and the All Star manager to tabulate the ballots.

E. The results of the tabulation will be the All Star Team

F. In the event of a tie, the league managers will have a voice vote to decide the outcome.

G. Only 15 and 16 year olds will be placed on the ballot of eligible players.

H. All members of each team will vote and sign the ballot form.

I. All ballots will be given to the league secretary for filing.
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